
Word Aflame Kindergarten—Fall 2020

God Is So Good: Fun on the Farm
Lesson 5
Chief of Sinners 
God’s Mercy for Paul
 Week of October 4, 2020
Unit 2 

Lessons from I and II Timothy
Unit Aim 

Students will conclude God’s mercy and His Word are vital in our lives.
Unit Bible Verse

II Timothy 3:16
Scripture Text 

I Timothy 1:15–16

Acts 7:54–8:3
Bible Lesson Verse

I Timothy 1:15
Bible Point 

Jesus came to save sinners.
Life Application

I need God’s mercy.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Fresh vegetables for a snack, small plates (1 per student), attendance charts (ap) (dr), markers, offering container, unit 2 MV poster (trp)

Opening Activity: Whiteboard and markers
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Prior to class, recruit an actor to play Paul and provide him with the “God’s Mercy for Paul” script (trp) (dr). 

2 sets of clothing for Paul, Chief of Sinners Bible art (trp) (dr), Bibles
Apply and act
Life Application: Bucket of water, eyedropper, bowl
Prayer and Call to Action: Items from Life Application
Home Connection: For each student, copy the lesson 5 hc devotion (dr). For students who have not received one yet, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Hand puppets, optional: puppet stage; suggested songs: “Every Move I Make” by Hillsong Kids, “Your Grace and Mercy” by Mississippi Mass Choir
Memory Work: For each student, print and cut apart a set of Memory AP pictures (trp) (dr).
Activity papers (page 1), unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), apple memory stickers (trp) (dr), glue
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons 
Option 1: For each student, print and cut apart one set of Gospel and New Birth cards (dr).
Option 2: Using masking tape, mark a line down the middle of the room.
Option 3: Create a gameboard like the game Jeopardy. You can choose from the following categories: PEOPLE, PLACES, BODY PARTS, LOCATIONS, QUOTATIONS, UNIQUE WORDS, ANIMALS, TWO-TIME WORDS, and NUMBERS. Create five questions for each category. For each category, there will be a 100-, 200-, 300-, 400-, and 500-point question
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read I Timothy 1:15–16 in relation to Paul’s spiritual condition in Acts 7:54–8:3. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

Saul was dogged in his persecution of the church. Nothing could deter him, until he ran into the relentless tenderness of God. Saul’s aim missed the mark; God’s aim captured a heart. Jesus came to save sinners like Saul and realign their aims with His.
To You as a Teacher

We all must stand face-to-feet with the crucified Lord. The mercy of God is more than just unmerited favor—it is a source of empowerment. God’s mercy is what moves the mission. Without it, we will simply persist in missing our mark.
To Your Students

By his own admission, Paul needed salvation. As we teach that all are sinners, we must also focus on God’s mercy and grace. Students must realize they are never too far for God to reach and save them.

As teachers, we have the privilege of helping students understand repentance and God’s mercy—such a vital part of life. Create an altar atmosphere to help students grasp the need for prayer and to listen for God’s voice. Lead by example, praying simple prayers of repentance and thanksgiving with students.
Excite and Engage
Welcome
Remember to change the room according to seasonal décor. Mount the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and exchange fruit or crops that are on display.
Greet students and highlight the changes for the new unit. Compare this to the seasonal changes that occur on a farm. Lead students to the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and introduce II Timothy 3:16.

Let students select some vegetables for a snack. As they eat, introduce the Bible Point: Jesus came to save sinners.
While enjoying a snack, have you ever saved the best bite for last? Why do you do that?

The word save means to set aside or keep separate. Jesus came to save sinners—to set us aside for Himself and to separate us from our sin.

Distribute attendance charts (trp) (dr). Each week students will connect two dots until the dot-to-dot barn is revealed.
Opening Activity: MERCY Song
Ask several volunteers to help write M-E-R-C-Y on the board. Each volunteer writes one letter. Mercy is when we are forgiven and not punished for what we did wrong.
Tell of a time when you did something wrong, but you were forgiven.

Teach students this chorus to the tune of “BINGO.”

There was a kid who goofed up bad,

And mercy was his need—Oh!

M-E-R-C-Y, M-E-R-C-Y, M-E-R-C-Y

And mercy was his need—Oh!

There was a kid who goofed up bad,

And mercy was his need—Oh!

(clap)-E-R-C-Y, (clap)-E-R-C-Y, (clap)-E-R-C-Y

And mercy was his need—Oh!

Each time through the chorus, replace a letter with a clap.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever watched something happen, and afterward you felt bad for watching?
Bible Lesson: God’s Mercy for Paul (Acts 7:54–8:3; I Timothy 1:15–16)
The man in our story was known by two names: Saul of Tarsus and Paul the Apostle. Although many people claim his name was changed when he was converted, Bible scholars acknowledge he used both names throughout his life. Saul was his Jewish name, and Paul was his Roman name.

Bible Lesson Verse

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief” (I Timothy 1:15).
The International Children’s Bible offers a translation for this age level of I Timothy 1:15–16: “What I say is true, and you should fully accept it: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. And I am the worst of those sinners. But I was given mercy. I was given mercy so that in me Christ Jesus could show that he has patience without limit. And he showed his patience with me, the worst of all sinners. Christ wanted me to be an example for those who would believe in him and have life forever.”
Help students find Acts 7 in their Bibles. 

The actor playing Paul enters, wearing the first costume.

Paul: (Move among the children.) In a gruff voice: Where are they? Are you one of them? Speak up! Are you? Are you a believer? Do you believe in Him?
Teacher: Stop! Wait a minute. Him? Him who? Who are you and what are you doing?
Paul: I am Saul of Tarsus, but some people know me as Paul. I am the terror of all believers in Jesus. I have a letter from the court authorizing me to arrest anyone who believes in Jesus. 
Teacher: Arrest believers? But why?
Paul: Don’t you know? Believers teach that Jesus Christ came to save sinners. I don’t need anyone to save me. I am not a sinner. Not me. I’m a devout Jew, a follower of the law of Moses. I watched my religious leaders stone Stephen for preaching about Jesus. I held their coats for them. These followers of Jesus Christ must be stopped before they have everyone believing that only Jesus can save from sin.

Teacher: But Jesus is the Savior of the world. He—
Paul: (Ignore the teacher and interrogate students.) You, kid, are you one of those Jesus people? (Wait for response.) You are? You believe Jesus is your Savior? (Response.) You do? I should arrest you right now, . . . but wait a minute. The arrest warrant I have is for the believers in Damascus. Is this Damascus? (Response.) What’s the name of this town? (Response.) I guess I’ll have to get a new arrest warrant. Stay right here. I’ll be back for you. But first, I’ve got to get to Damascus. Exit.

Teacher: (Briefly recount the surprise that awaited Saul on the road to Damascus.) On the way to Damascus, a bright light from heaven shone down on Saul. From the light, Saul heard Jesus ask why Saul was trying to arrest Jesus’ followers. From that moment, Saul became a follower of Jesus. Years passed and then . . . 
Paul enters, wearing the second costume.

Paul: It took me awhile, but here I am, back in (town). I’m the same guy, but I’m not.
Teacher: What do you mean? You’re the same, but you’re not? 

Paul: Instead of being Saul the bully who terrorizes Christians, I am Paul the apostle, a believer in Jesus. Because of God’s mercy, I have been changed.
Teacher: Mercy? What is mercy?
Paul: Mercy is when you should be punished, but instead you receive love and forgiveness. I was the worst of sinners. I am so ashamed of the man I used to be. I hurt many good people. I put believers in prison. I rejoiced when they were persecuted and even killed. I was one mean dude. If anyone deserved to be punished, I did, but Jesus saved me. I repented and He forgave me. I was baptized in Jesus’ name, and He filled me with the Holy Ghost. That is mercy. If Jesus can save me, the worst of sinners, He can save everyone in this class. 

Teacher: Amen! Thank you, Brother Paul, for reminding us how great God’s mercy is. Even the worst of sinners, like you, can be saved.
Show the Chief of Sinners Bible art (trp) (dr). After Paul changed, he told everyone about God’s mercy. He wrote a letter to his friend, Timothy, and said, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”
Why did Paul say he was the worst sinner? Because he hurt God’s people.
What changed Paul? God’s mercy
Apply and Act

Life Application: I need God’s mercy.
Paul explained how much he needed God’s mercy. He was a terrible sinner, but Jesus came to save him. Through mercy, Paul received forgiveness. Let’s explore how much mercy God has by comparing it to this bucket of water.
Show the bucket of water.

How much water do you think is in this bucket? Allow response. 

It is just a few gallons of water. It would not take long to fill this empty bowl with water if I poured the water or used a cup.

Show eyedropper. Using an eyedropper, however, changes that idea.
How many drops of water do you think it would take to fill the empty bowl? Allow response. 

Let’s count how many drops are in a full eyedropper. Fill the dropper and hold it over the empty bowl. Count the drops of water as the eyedropper empties. Show students the bowl of water and compare the drops to the water in the bowl. There are thousands of water drops in this bucket. It would take days for me to move all the water with an eyedropper.
This makes me think of God’s mercy. He has so much mercy for us that it seems huge—like moving water with an eyedropper. Even if I could count all the drops of water in this bucket, I know God has more mercy than I have water. I need His mercy. I am glad Jesus came to save me. 

Prayer and Call to Action
Have students stand in a circle with one hand held out, palm side up. Use the eyedropper to place one drop of water in each student’s hand. 

Lead in prayer: Jesus, as I look at this drop of water I realize how big and powerful You are. Thank You for Your mercy. Thank You for coming to save me.
Lead students in repentance and pray for them to feel the presence of God.
Home Connection

· If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) 
· Give all students the lesson 5 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Spend extra time this week praying for each student’s needs.

· If possible, organize a class meet-and-greet where students and parents can get to know each other.
Expanded

Worship and the Word
Worship
Distribute hand puppets and encourage students to make them sing and move along with the suggested song: 

· “Every Move I Make” by Hillsong Kids 

· “Your Grace and Mercy” by Mississippi Mass Choir
Memory Work: II Timothy 3:16
Unit 2 Memory Verse

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (II Timothy 3:16).
Gather students at the unit 2 MV poster (trp) and read the verse, phrase by phrase, with students echoing the words.

Distribute activity papers (ap) and Memory AP pictures (trp) (dr). Students match the colored pictures to the line-art pictures under the verse words. Students glue pictures on while you teach the verse. This verse has big words that we have not learned. To help us remember the words, we will use pictures that describe what each word means.
· Scripture is God’s Word. We read and memorize Bible verses to learn what God wants us to do.

· Inspiration means we have an important thought or idea. Sometimes we say, “The light bulb turned on” when we have inspiration, because when we turn on a light bulb, suddenly we can see. The Word of God is inspired—when we read it and hear it read, we suddenly learn God’s ideas.

· Profitable means something is good for us. Let’s give a thumbs-up for the good Word of God. We need it.

· Doctrine is what we believe. I read the Bible and believe what God says.

· Reproof is when we are told “no.” The parent in the picture is telling the child “no” because the child would get hurt. God’s Word tells us “no” if we are doing things that will hurt us.

· Correction is what happens when we are going the wrong way. It helps us go the correct way and not get into trouble.

· Instructions are important. When we follow instructions, we know what to do. God’s Word gives us instructions on how to live right.

On the memory charts, students add one apple memory sticker (trp) (dr) to the unit 2 basket each week the verse is practiced.
Reinforce and Review
Activity Papers
On the back of the activity paper, students draw a picture of something Paul was thankful for in the thought balloon. Then they color the picture.
Option 1: Gospel and New Birth Cards
Give each student a set of Gospel and New Birth cards (dr). Teach students how to explain the gospel using the cards. Because Jesus died (picture 1), was buried (picture 2), and rose again (picture 3), we can repent (picture 4), be baptized in Jesus’ name (picture 5), and be filled with the Holy Ghost (picture 6).
Option 2: Yes or No
I need God’s mercy. Review the definition of mercy.

Students line up along the masking tape. Designate the area on one side of the tape as “yes” and the other as “no.” After reading the following situations, ask students to answer by stepping to the correct side.

· Chad was a bully. One day he fell off his bike. His knee was bleeding. All the children saw him, but no one would help him because he was a bully. Were the children showing Chad mercy?

· Shawn was in trouble. He stole a cookie, and there were not enough cookies left for everyone at the party. When Shawn’s mom saw what happened, she gave her cookie to Shawn and did not eat one. Was Shawn’s mom showing him mercy?

· One day Suzie was putting together her puzzle. It was almost complete when her mom called her to the kitchen. While Suzie helped her mom, her baby brother crawled into her room and ruined her puzzle. When Suzie saw her messed-up puzzle, she was upset, but she picked up her brother and gave him a hug. Was Suzie showing her brother mercy?

· Several of Joey’s friends were playing ball. Joey wanted to play, but he always threw the ball too hard and lost the ball. Joey did not even ask if he could play. He sat on the bench looking sad. Suddenly he heard his friends call to him, “Joey, come play ball.” Were his friends showing mercy?
Option 3: JBQ Gameshow
Make two teams. Show the gameboard to students and let a student select a category and number. Read the question. The student who hits the buzzer first gets to answer. If the student gets the question right, they get the points. If they get the question wrong, they lose the points.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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