
Word Aflame Kindergarten—Fall 2020

God Is So Good: Fun on the Farm
Lesson 12
Nehemiah Defends the Poor 
The Poor Cry Out to Nehemiah
 Week of November 22, 2020
Unit 3 

Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah
Unit Aim 

Students will assess the examples of Ezra and Nehemiah to learn how to work for God.
Unit Bible Verse

Ezra 3:11
Scripture Text 

Nehemiah 5
Bible Lesson Verse

Nehemiah 5:11
Bible Point 

God wants to help those in need.
Life Application

I will help those in need.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Box for food donations, attendance charts (ap) (dr), markers, offering container, unit 3 MV poster (trp)

Opening Activity: On the whiteboard, draw a line to make two columns and label them: WANT and NEED. Cut apart the Want or Need cards (trp). Mix the cards and lay them face down on the table. You will also need tape.
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Fill a box with soil. Purchase a large bag of candy corn.

Sandwich bag, Nehemiah Defended the Poor Bible art (trp) (dr), Bibles
Apply and act
Life Application: On the internet, find pictures of the poor conditions in other countries. Review the information on page 72 about the Children’s Home in Guatemala.

Activity papers (page 1), pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies necessary
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a lesson 12 hc devotion (dr). For students who have not received one yet, print a unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). During the week, send reminders to parents about the food drive.
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “I Can Do What Is Right (Christian Kids Songs),” “Others” by Israel Houghton
Memory Work: Unit 3 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), pumpkin memory stickers (trp) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons 
Option 1: Walking rope (a rope with knots for students to hold onto)
Option 2: For each student, print and cut apart a set of Helping Others pictures (trp) (dr). 

Crayons, glue, construction paper (1 sheet per student)
Option 3: Set up a ring toss game of your choice (either homemade or store bought).
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Nehemiah 5. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

God is concerned about all life. Regardless of status or circumstance, every human life carries His image. With God’s Spirit inside of us, God’s character lives freely within us to unleash the joy of fulfilling His mission.
To You as a Teacher

When we reach for those in need, we reach for the hand of God. When we engage with those who have been burdened and wounded in life, we engage with the heart of God. When we look into the face of a broken child of God, we see the face of God. When we do for others, we live with God.
To Your Students

Teaching children to help those who are in need trains them to be compassionate and loving. Helping those in need also defeats selfishness. Fill your class with compassion by:

· encouraging students to help each other,

· highlighting acts of kindness,

· offering special projects that focus on the less fortunate or missions.

Students love to be a part of something bigger than themselves. When doing a project, be sure to take pictures and share with parents. When possible, show students the results of their work.
Excite and Engage
Welcome
Greet students as they arrive. Gather food donations. Work together to sort and count the items. Discuss how and when these will be delivered to the appropriate organization.

Distribute attendance charts (trp) (dr). Each week students will connect two dots until the dot-to-dot barn is revealed. Lead students to the unit 3 MV poster (trp) (dr) and recite Ezra 3:11.

One church raised funds to help a needy family at Christmas. A single mother and her children wanted to help, so they pinched and saved, worked odd jobs, and gave. When the total amount raised was announced, they were surprised to discover that they had given the larger portion of the offering. They were even more surprised when a few days later, a member of the church board knocked on their door and handed them the offering. Years later the daughter related how crushed she was to realize that others thought of her family as poor.

When teaching this lesson, never embarrass one of your students. Do not make one of your students the recipient of the class project. Even the poorest in North America is rich by world standards. Every child can share something. May every child in your class leave feeling rich and generous.
Opening Activity: Is It a Want or a Need?
Introduce the Bible Point: God wants to help those in need.
Students take turns selecting a card and deciding if the picture shows a WANT or a NEED. If the player needs help, the class may vote. Attach the card to the board under the correct column.

What is the difference between something you want and something you need?

How can we help those who have real needs?

How does God help those in need?
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever volunteered to help people who are hurting or in need? What did you do?
Bible Lesson: The Poor Cry Out to Nehemiah (Nehemiah 5)
Social injustice was a distinct problem in Nehemiah’s day. His leadership helped to right that wrong and caused God’s people to realize how God views others.

Bible Lesson Verse

“Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them” (Nehemiah 5:11).
Help students find the Book of Nehemiah in their Bibles.

What do your parents do when your family needs food?

Has your family ever planted a garden? If so, tell us about it.

In Jerusalem there were no grocery stores. Food came from the fields or the gardens. Some people bought food from those who had gardens and fields.

When Nehemiah was governor, there was a drought. A drought is when there is no rain for a long, long time.

What happens when it does not rain?

Many poor people did not have enough food to feed their families, so they borrowed from those who had food.

Select a student to play a rich person. Give the rich person a bag of candy corn. The remaining students belong to the poor family. Choose one to be the father. The father of the poor family went to the rich person and asked if the rich person would share some seeds.

The rich person said, “I will loan you some corn seeds, but next year you have to pay me back twice as much.” 

The father agreed. The rich person puts candy corn in a sandwich bag (just enough for the poor man to plant a few pieces and give each member of his family two or three pieces). The rich person gives the bag to the poor man.

The poor man planted some of the corn so his family would have food the next year. He plants a few pieces of the candy corn in the box of soil.

To keep from starving, his family ate the rest of the food. He shares the corn with his family. They ate it all. No matter how hard the father worked, he could not save any money to pay back the rich person. Because it did not rain, his corn did not grow that year.
He went back to the rich person and begged for more. The rich person said, “Okay, but you still owe me from last year. Next year you will owe four times as much.” Rich person gives him candy as before.

That year the same thing happened. Poor man plants corn and shares the rest with his family. They eat it.

This happened for several years in a row. Finally, the rich person said, “You already owe me more than you will ever be able to pay back. I will loan you some more corn, but you must give me your land to pay me.” Rich person gives poor man more corn. Poor man gives the rich person the box of soil.

Finally, it got so bad, the rich person said, “I will loan you some more corn, but your daughter must come to work for me.” Rich person gives poor man some corn. Poor man chooses a girl to work for the rich person. She moves to his side of the room.

The poor people were desperate. They reported to Nehemiah the governor what had happened. Show the Nehemiah Defended the Poor Bible art (trp) (dr). Nehemiah was upset. The people in Jerusalem were God’s people. They were all related—part of the same big family. Instead of the rich helping their poor relatives, they thought, “This is a good way for us to make more money.”
Nehemiah called the rich people and the leaders to a meeting. “What you are doing is not right. You should fear God. Stop this foolishness. Give back whatever you have taken from the poor. Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them.”

The people admitted they had done wrong. “We will give it back. We will do as you say.” Rich person returns the box of soil and divides the remaining corn with the poor man. The girl returns to her family’s side of the room.

After that day, the people helped one another, as they should.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will help those in need.
Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students match the pictures showing how we can help those in need.

Refer to the opening activity. Stress that if we have the things listed in the NEED column, we are rich. Some children in this world live on the street, sleep in cardboard boxes, and dig for food in garbage cans. Everything listed in the WANT column is something we could live without.
Show pictures or YouTube of living conditions in developing nations. Read the information about the Children’s Home in Guatemala.
	H.O.M.E. International 

www.supporthomeinternational.com 

Homes. HOME International strives to provide a safe haven. Ultimately, their current campus in Guatemala will provide a home for up to one hundred children. 

Orphans. Their primary goal is to offer hope to the hopeless. Whether true orphans or social orphans, too many children in our world do not have the love of a family, shelter, or food. With your help, they will change that for as many children as possible.

Ministry. They believe that making the world a better place is not only obtained through humanitarian efforts but through building relationships with God. They pray that every child they work with will dedicate their life to Christ and find the peace that passes their circumstances in Him. 

Education. One of their highest objectives is equipping for the future. H.O.M.E. International is dedicated to providing the best opportunities for children in their care to develop the skills needed to be self-sufficient adults.


Go around the room with each child finishing these sentences:

I thank God for my _________________.

I can share by giving ________________.

Prayer and Call to Action
After discussing the pictures of those in need, encourage students to pray quietly about how they can help others. Finish by leading a group prayer: Jesus, thank You for loving us and helping those who have needs. Please help us to see what You see and help others like You want us to help.

Challenge students to watch for moments when they can help others this week.
Home Connection

· Next week is review. Send students home with any unit hc calendars (trp) (dr) they have not received. 
· Give all students the lesson 12 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· If able, plan a time when your class can deliver the donated food items to a food pantry or soup kitchen. Or gather students and parents for a day to volunteer at one of these organizations.
Expanded

Worship and the Word
Worship
Play “I Can Do What Is Right (Christian Kids Songs)” and “Others” by Israel Houghton. Discuss how the lyrics relate to the lesson.
Memory Work: Ezra 3:11
Unit 3 Memory Verse

“And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; because he is good” (Ezra 3:11).
Gather students at the unit 3 MV poster (trp). Allow each student to recite Ezra 3:11 individually. Compliment all who attempt it.

Form two teams. Teams take turns listening for the word that is skipped as you recite the verse. Skip a different word each time. After several turns, challenge them by reciting faster.
On the memory charts, students add one pumpkin memory sticker (trp) (dr) to the unit 3 basket each week the verse is practiced.
Reinforce and Review
Activity Papers
On the back of the activity paper, students draw Nehemiah in the picture.
Option 1: The Rope Activity
Students find a place along the rope and hold onto it. We are going for a walk. I will lead and you will follow. Hold the rope. Take a walk. Turn corners and use stairs.

After the walk, discuss how well students did. I noticed that when we turned corners, no one went the wrong way. By holding the rope, we all went the same direction. Did anyone trip? If you did, others helped you because everyone was holding the rope.

When we love Jesus, we will help others. When someone is going the wrong way, we can get them on track. When we get tired, those next to us keep us going. When others trip or make a mistake, we can help them by reminding them to stay close to Jesus.
Option 2: Helping Others Poster
Give each student a set of Helping Others pictures (dr), crayons, a sheet of construction paper, and glue. Allow students to use their creativity as they color the pictures and glue them onto construction paper.
Option 3: JBQ Ring Toss
Students will be given a question to answer. If the student does NOT answer the question correctly, they get one ring to toss. If the student DOES answer the question correctly, they get three rings to toss. For every ring that makes it around the stake, they earn a piece of candy or prize.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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