
Word Aflame Kindergarten—Fall 2020
God Is So Good: Fun on the Farm
Lesson 1
Daniel Refuses the King’s Meat 
Daniel Asks for Salad
 Week of September 6, 2020
Unit 1 

Lessons from Daniel
Unit Aim 

Students will examine the life of Daniel to learn how our actions allow God’s goodness in our lives.
Unit Bible Verse

Daniel 2:20
Scripture Text 

Daniel 1
Bible Lesson Verse

Daniel 1:8
Bible Point 

God wants us to be holy.
Life Application

I will be holy for God.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Prepare a basket of fruit (apples or grapes). Make sure there is a least one piece of fruit that is over ripe or badly bruised and at least one piece of fruit that has dirt on it.

Autumn air fresheners, Birds Singing sound effect , snack for each student (apples, grapes), small plates (1 per student), attendance charts (ap) (dr), markers, offering container, unit 1 MV poster (trp)

Opening Activity: Basket of fruit from Welcome, toothbrush, kitchen brush (used to scrub vegetables), hairbrush
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Cut apart the Daniel character faces (trp) (dr) and glue each on an upside-down Styrofoam cup. On the back of each cup, write the character name (Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego). On several extra cups, draw faces for four Jewish men. Place two shoeboxes on the table and cover each with a cloth. Cut apart the Plates of Food (trp) (dr).

Bible Art: Daniel Refused the King’s Meat (trp) (dr), Bibles
Apply and act
Life Application: With masking or painter’s tape, divide the room in half.

Medium-sized trash can, 20 sheets of red paper, 20 sheets of blue paper, New Birth poster (trp)
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies needed
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr) the AP covers, a lesson 1 hc devotion (dr), and a Child Information Form (dr).
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Holy Is the Lord” by Chris Tomlin, “Less of Me, More of You” by Brandon Holt 
Memory Work: Unit 1 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), pear memory stickers (trp) (dr), activity papers (page 1), crayons
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons
Option 1: For each student, print and cut apart a set of Vegetable pictures (dr). Each student will also need a paper plate and a glue stick.
Option 2: Print the Life Application words  and tape them to the floor, spaced so students hop from one to the next.
Option 3: Select and print one set of JBQ Verses (dr) for students to take home. Research Junior Bible Quizzing at the website, www.najbq.com.
Teacher Devotional
Read Daniel 1. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:
About God

In responding to God’s desire for us to be holy, we must seek His presence as we consider our presentation. Daniel did not want to look holy; he wanted to be holy. Holiness begins when God’s Spirit flows through us to shape our actions and bring about His purposes.
To You as a Teacher

Holiness does not begin with knowing what to do; it begins with knowing whose you are. Whether dining in the den with kings or lions, Daniel knew he was a child of God and all sustenance begins with God. We must first learn to engage with God to understand how to be separated for His purpose.
To Your Students

Being different from others often carries a stigma, yet being holy for God is a blessing that brings His goodness into our lives. Compare being holy for God to family guidelines. Every family has their own set of do’s and don’ts, values and boundaries. These are in place to teach, protect, and bless the family. God’s holiness is similar. His Word teaches us guidelines, values, and boundaries—to teach, protect, and bless.

Show students how a holy, separated life brings God’s goodness. Use an example such as a parent’s instruction, “Don’t cross the street without looking both ways or getting help from an adult.” By following this instruction, children are protected from injury. They may not like to wait, or they may not understand why an adult must help. They can understand the blessing—not getting hurt—that comes through obedience.
Excite and Engage
Welcome
Beautiful fall days are refreshing. Fields, gardens, and orchards are brimming with crops. Create the smell of fall with air fresheners. Play the Birds Singing sound effect (dr). As students enter the classroom, offer apples or grapes and allow them to snack as they explore the new décor. Discuss their likes and dislikes for specific fruits as they enjoy the snack.

Just as we enjoy a juicy grape or a crisp apple, we will enjoy learning about how good God is while we have “Fun on the Farm.”

Distribute attendance charts (ap) (dr) and write students’ names on the charts before mounting them on the wall. Each week students will connect two dots until the dot-to-dot barn is revealed. If using an interactive attendance idea (see page 4), allow each student to select one stuffed animal to place in the pen.

Lead students to the unit 1 MV poster (trp) and read Daniel 2:20. God is good. We bless His name because He is good. He gives us good things. 

Show the basket of fruit. Ask students to help sort the fruit. When we pick fruit, we always sort it. Look at each piece and make sure it is good. Have you ever taken a bite and realized the fruit was bad? It is not pleasant. We separate the good fruit from the rotten fruit.
Only separate the rotten fruit from the good fruit. Leave the dirty fruit in the basket as it will be used in Opening Activity.
Introduce the Bible Point: God wants us to be holy. Explain that being holy is being clean and right before the Lord. Compare this to the discussion about fruit and encourage students to be like the good fruit that is separated from the rotten fruit. Instruct students to point to themselves and say the Life Application: I will be holy for God.

Opening Activity: Separate Brushes
Lead students to the kitchen and show them how to wash fruit. Fruit comes from the orchard. After gathering fruit, we wash it.

· Why do we wash fruit before eating it?

· Why didn’t we throw away the dirty fruit with the rotten fruit?

Show the toothbrush, vegetable brush, and hairbrush. We may need to clean dirt off the fruit. Which brush should I use to clean the fruit? Start to use the hairbrush and then the toothbrush. Allow student reactions to guide your conversation. These brushes aren’t for fruit? Oh, you’re right. Each brush is used for a separate thing. Hairbrushes are used for hair. Toothbrushes are used for teeth. Kitchen brushes are used for fruits and vegetables. Discuss why it is important to keep each brush separate (e.g., germs, proper use). Explain that keeping something separate is important.

God wants us to be holy. Just like we clean the dirt off the fruit, God cleans sin off of us. We separated the rotten fruit from the good fruit. Then we used a separate brush to clean the fruit. God separates us from our sin. He wants us to be holy. He wants us to be separate for Him. Lead students in saying, “I will be holy for God.”
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever eaten something you knew was bad for you, but you ate it anyways? What happened?
Bible Lesson: Daniel Asks for Salad (Daniel 1)
Bible Lesson Verse

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself” (Daniel 1:8).

In Babylon, Daniel and the three young Hebrew men were given new names. For some reason Daniel’s Babylonian name, Belteshazzar, is not commonly used, while the three Hebrews are best known by their Babylonian names: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. To avoid confusion, in this lesson we refer to them as they are best known. Also, we avoid the term “Hebrew children,” as they were young men.
Help students find Daniel 1 in their Bibles. King Nebuchadnezzar sent his army to Jerusalem. He told his servant, “Bring back some smart, healthy, young men from the king’s family to serve me.” The servant selected several young men who were related to the king in Jerusalem. Place the extra cups on the table.

Introduce Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego while placing their character cups on the table. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were taken as prisoners. They left their home and went to a strange land. The people in the strange land spoke a strange language. They ate strange food. They worshiped strange gods. Daniel and his friends were worried. What was going to happen to them? Were they going to be put in prison or killed or made slaves?

Surprise! They were sent to school. King Nebuchadnezzar wanted to teach them how to help run his kingdom. They went to college in Babylon. They learned the Babylonian language. They studied science and math and government. They had a nice place to live. It was a good life.

When they first got to Babylon, they settled into their new rooms; then they went to the dining hall to eat. Set the cups around one covered shoebox. The server brought out their food. Place the plate of king’s food (trp) (dr) on the shoebox table. It was rich, delicious food like the king ate.

Oh no, there was a problem. Move the four character cups to one side. Daniel and his friends huddled up to talked about their problem.

“God has commanded us not to eat this kind of food,” one whispered.

The others nodded. “This food will make us unholy.”

They thought about home. They said, “We are far from home. No one will ever know. Does it matter what we eat?”

They knew the king might be angry if they refused to eat his food. They also knew that eating the king’s food would make them unholy. They would disobey God’s law if they ate the king’s food.

What would you do? Would you eat the king’s food or obey God?

They decided to obey God, even if it made the king angry. Daniel 1:8 tells us, “Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.”

Daniel politely asked the king’s servant, “Could we have a separate menu of vegetables and water?”

The servant said, “If you don’t eat the king’s food, you will get sick. The king will be angry with me. He wants you guys healthy. He might even cut off my head.”

Daniel said, “Please, give us a separate menu for ten days. After that, see who looks the healthiest—us or the ones who eat the king’s meat.”

The servant agreed. Move Daniel and his friends to the other shoebox table. Place the plate of vegetables (trp) (dr) on it.

What do you think the other students said about Daniel and his friends not eating the king’s food?

After ten days, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked stronger and healthier than the other students.

Show the Daniel Refused the King’s Meat Bible art (trp) (dr). For three years they ate only vegetables and drank water. They studied hard and did their best in school. They grew strong. 

When it was time to graduate, the king called them to come see him. He asked them hard questions. Daniel and his three friends could answer every question. The king was pleased. He gave them important jobs. 

God blessed Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego because they chose to be holy and separate for Him.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will be holy for God.
Show the taped line dividing the room in half. Form two teams and assign each team to one side of the line. 

Give each team twenty pieces of paper (red or blue). Instruct teams to make these into paper balls, explaining that the paper wads are sins. Encourage students to name sins as they form the balls. Then students should scatter them on their side. 

Teams stand against opposite walls. Place the trash can along the line in the center of the room. 

· On “go,” each player picks up one “sin,” runs back to stand against the wall, and throws the ball at the trash can. 

· If the ball lands across the line, it cannot be touched by either team. If it lands short of the line (on the student’s own side), a team member may pick it up, run back to the wall, and throw it again. 

· If a player throws while not touching the wall, that player is out of the game. 

The goal: Throw the most paper balls into the trash (get rid of the most sins). When time is called, the team with the most paper balls in the trash can wins a round of applause.

Lead students to the New Birth poster (trp). Explain each element of being born again.

In our game, we threw away the paper balls—we separated ourselves from the paper balls. In life, we need to throw away sin—we must separate ourselves from sin. God wants us to be holy.

· How can we separate from our sin? By repenting
· What does God do when we ask Him to forgive us? He takes away our sin. 

Prayer and Call to Action
God wants us to be holy, which is why He takes away our sin. Gather students in a circle and pray: Thank You, Jesus, for making me holy. Thank You for taking my sin. Please help me to be holy for You.
This week encourage your students to be like Daniel and live for God by being holy.
Home Connection

· For each student, send home the unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr) and the lesson 1 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Send home the cover of the activity paper, showing parents how the back contains the memory work for the entire quarter.

· Use the Child Information Forms (dr) to get contact information from parents. This will be used to establish a home connection throughout the quarter.

· This week contact parents and explain the quarter’s theme.    

Expanded

Worship and the Word
Worship
Sing “Holy Is the Lord” by Chris Tomlin.

Discuss what it means when we say, “God is good.” Have each student think of another word to describe God (e.g., awesome, mighty, powerful, glorious). 

Shout “God is . . .” and have students finish the phrase by shouting the word they chose to describe God. Do this several times as a form of worship.

Play “Less of Me, More of You” by Brandon Holt and lead students in quiet worship.
Memory Work: Daniel 2:20
Unit 1 Memory Verse

“Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his” (Daniel 2:20).

The unit posters are printed on the back of the AP cover. Send this cover page home with parents the first week so families can study the unit memory posters throughout the quarter.
Gather students at the unit 1 MV poster (trp). Read through the verse, phrase by phrase, as students echo the words. Daniel prayed this prayer as praise to God.

Have you ever prayed and believed that God heard your prayer? What happened?

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students help Daniel and his friends find their way to the table filled with their food. When they reach the table, each student echoes you as you recite the verse. 

On the memory charts, students add one pear memory sticker (trp) (dr) to the unit 1 basket each week the verse is practiced.
Reinforce and Review
Activity Papers
On the back of the activity paper, students find the items in the picture. Review how Daniel and his friends chose to be separate for God.
Option 1: Daniel’s Plate of Food
Give each student a paper plate, pictures of vegetables (dr), and a glue stick. Help students glue the food on the plate while discussing why Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to eat the king’s food (because it was against God’s law to eat that food).

What happened to Daniel and his friends when they lived holy for God? They were blessed with good health.
Option 2: Hopping Game
Line up students in front of the Life Application words (dr). Students take turns hopping from one word to another as they recite the Life Application: I will be holy for God.
Option 3: JBQ Introduction
See page 6 for more information on the JBQ option.
Introduce the concept of Junior Bible Quizzing. Hand out one set of JBQ Verses (dr). Explain that each week, a fun activity will help students review the material. 

Option: If you have some JBQ games for the upcoming quarter prepared, show students some activities they will be playing.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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