
Word Aflame Kindergarten—Fall 2020

God Is So Good: Fun on the Farm
Lesson 11
Nehemiah’s Opposition 
A Tool and a Sword
 Week of November 15, 2020
Unit 3 

Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah
Unit Aim 

Students will assess the examples of Ezra and Nehemiah to learn how to work for God.
Unit Bible Verse

Ezra 3:11
Scripture Text 

Nehemiah 4; 6:15–16
Bible Lesson Verse

Nehemiah 4:9
Bible Point 

God gives us strength when others fight against us.
Life Application

I will do what God asks, even when others try to stop me.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Hang two short clotheslines on opposite sides of the room at students’ level. Make two relay kits with an equal number of hinged clothespins, ribbon strips, lengths of string, and trinkets.
Attendance charts (ap) (dr), markers, offering container, unit 3 MV poster (trp)

Opening Activity: Purchase a new box of crayons (4 crayons per student). 

Paper (1 sheet per student), tape
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Plastic spiders and snakes from lesson 10, activity papers (page 1), crayons, Bibles, Nehemiah Ignores His Enemies Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and act
Life Application: 8 sheets of paper, markers
Prayer and Call to Action: Pictures from Life Application
Home Connection: For each student, copy the lesson 11 hc devotion (dr). For students who have not received one yet, print a unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “We’re Singing Praises” by Psalty from Kids Praise! 4: Singsational Servants!, “Echo (In Jesus’ Name)” by Charity Gayle
Memory Work: Write each word of the memory verse on a separate index card; make two sets. Place each set in a bucket.
Unit 3 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), pumpkin memory stickers (trp) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons 
Option 1: LEGO blocks and mini figures
Option 2: Create an obstacle course in one corner of the room. Place two or three obstacles that students must overcome (e.g., crawling through a tunnel, walking a balance beam, staying on construction paper stepping-stones).
Option 3: Music, potato, JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Looking Ahead 

Lesson 12 discusses helping those in need. Consider having a food drive. This week, encourage parents to bring items next week and ask students to help deliver the items to your local food pantry or soup kitchen.
Teacher Devotional
Read Nehemiah 4; 6:15–16. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

God is aware of every opposition we face, whether external or internal. In God’s service, there are no failures—only setbacks—as long as we remain faithful and trust Him to provide in the face of our shortcomings. In every circumstance, His character remains steadfastly behind those who do His work. This truth should strengthen our resolve and steady our hand.
To You as a Teacher

Instead of showing us everything at the outset, God often provides along the way. By this manner, our faith is most strengthened. Opposition lays the groundwork for intimacy, providing the wellspring from which we drink in His closeness. When we do what He asks in the face of opposition, we can be assured this will only draw us deeper into His presence, making us more capable in our task.
To Your Students

When you follow God, opposition will come. Help your students realize this opposition is normal, but God gives us the ability to work beyond the opposition. Focus on ways students can do what God asks, no matter what happens. Help students learn to trust God when dealing with bullies. Nehemiah’s story shows that we can win over bullying.
Excite and Engage
Welcome
Greet students as they arrive. Distribute attendance charts (trp) (dr). Each week students will connect two dots until the dot-to-dot barn is revealed. Lead students to the unit 3 MV poster (trp) (dr) and recite Ezra 3:11.

Farmers often face problems: birds eating the seed, small critters stealing vegetables, floods ruining the crops. But a good farmer knows what to do—keep on farming and figure out ways to face the problems.

Sometimes farmers use ribbons, shiny trinkets, or other noisy items on stakes in their gardens to scare off the birds and critters that want to hurt their fruit and vegetables.

Have you seen a garden with stakes or a fence that is decorated with ribbons or small pans? Why do you think the farmer puts those around the garden?

Form two teams. Assign each team a clothesline and give each team a relay kit (hinged clothespins, ribbons, strings, and trinkets). On “go,” teams have five minutes to hang all their ribbons and trinkets. Afterward, introduce the Bible Point: God gives us strength when others fight against us. 
Just like the farmer must be strong when problems come, we can be strong when problems come. God helps us to be strong and know how to handle problems.
This lesson offers several opportunities to learn and discuss the challenges your students face. Sadly, bullying, abuse, and domestic violence are real. Use Nehemiah’s response to help students understand how they can be strong and do what God asks. Encourage students to pray for strength. Also encourage students to alert a trustworthy adult if these oppositions are in their lives.

Opening Activity: Strong Crayon Object Lesson
Give each student four crayons and a sheet of paper. When we use crayons, we must be careful not to press too hard or the crayon will break. Demonstrate using one crayon. Press hard while coloring and cause the crayon to snap. Have students do the same. One crayon breaks easily if I press it hard. 

Tape three crayons together. If I put several crayons together, the crayons are stronger. Demonstrate using the taped crayons. The crayons should not snap while coloring. Help each student tape three crayons together and follow your example.

Sometimes people fight against us. Show one crayon. We are like this one crayon, trying to do what we are supposed to do in life. Then someone may try to stop us by hurting us or trying to break us. Maybe there is a bully at school who picks on us. Perhaps one of our friends tries to get us to do wrong things. When we try to do things alone, we might end up broken—like this crayon. Show the broken crayon.

Show the three crayons. Three crayons are strong together. This is what we are like when we do what God asks. God gives us strength when others fight against us. By staying close to Jesus, we find strength, even when others try to stop us. Ask students to say, “I will do what God asks, even when others try to stop me.”
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever had someone try to fight with you? What did you do?
Bible Lesson: A Tool and a Sword (Nehemiah 4; 6:15–16)
Bible Lesson Verse

“Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, because of them” (Nehemiah 4:9).

Nehemiah’s first line of defense against his enemies was prayer. It is important for us to teach this to our students. Through his relationship with the Lord, Nehemiah received strength to address the opposition.
Help students find the Book of Nehemiah in their Bibles. Show the plastic snakes and reptiles from lesson 10 and review Nehemiah’s work.

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students draw the scene as the story is told.

Picture 1: Instruct students to draw workers at the wall. The Jews were hard at work rebuilding the walls of the city when trouble came. The trouble was two people; their names were Sanballat and Tobiah. Ask students to repeat the names.

Sanballat and Tobiah did not want the wall built. They wanted to control Jerusalem. They were angry. They said, “We have to stop these Jews. They are messing up our plans.”

First, they teased the workers. Sanballat said, “What do you think you are doing, you weaklings? You cannot bring these stones back to life. Look at all the trash.”

Tobiah laughed, “Yeah, a weak fox could knock down that wall.”

Nehemiah prayed to God and the people kept working, but they were tired. There was so much trash. It was hot, dirty work.

Sanballat and Tobiah were bullies. They told Nehemiah and his crew that they would attack.

What do you think Nehemiah did?

Nehemiah prayed and encouraged the people. He told them to work with a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other hand. He had some workers be guards to watch for the enemy.

Picture 2: Instruct students to draw a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other hand of the workers. From sunup to past sundown, the people worked. They did not even stop to change clothes. The more the enemy tried to stop them, the harder they worked.

Next, the enemies tried to scare Nehemiah into hiding.

Picture 3: Instruct students to draw faces on Nehemiah’s enemies.

Do you think Nehemiah listened to Sanballat and Tobiah?

Show the Nehemiah Ignores His Enemies Bible art (trp) (dr). Nehemiah and the people did not stop working when the enemy made fun of them. Sanballat and Tobiah were sure the people would stop working when they were threatened with weapons. God gave the people strength, even though the enemy was trying to stop them. 

Nehemiah wrote, “Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, because of them” (Nehemiah 4:9). Because the people worked together, they rebuilt the wall in only fifty-two days.

Picture 4: Instruct students to draw lines and finish the wall.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will do what God asks, even when others try to stop me.
Gather students at the table. Form four groups (or four pairs of students). Give each group two sheets of paper. Each group will draw two pictures about the assigned scenario (below): 

· One picture showing how we can do what God says 

· The other picture showing how others might try to stop us

Assign one scenario to each group.

1. God asks me to go to the altar and pray.

2. God asks me to be kind to the new kid in the neighborhood.

3. God asks me to be honest while my friends and I are at the candy store.

4. God asks me to give thanks before I eat.
Prayer and Call to Action
Discuss the pictures students drew. 

Lead in prayer: Jesus, I know You give me strength to do what You ask. Help me to do it even if others fight against me. Thank You for helping me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Home Connection

· If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
· Give all students the lesson 11 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· During the week, send reminders to parents about next week’s food drive.
· Do you detect that a student is being bullied or hurt? Pray and talk with your leaders to find an intervention for that child.
Expanded

Worship and the Word
Worship
One of the best ways to be strong is to praise Jesus. Worship keeps our mind on Jesus instead of our problems. Sing “We’re Singing Praises” by Psalty from Kids Praise! 4: Singsational Servants! During the song, have children lift and wave their hands in sync with the words “we’re singing praises.”

When we are strong in the Lord, we allow Him to fight our enemies. Nehemiah’s enemies were not able to fight him because he was strong in God. Sing “Echo (In Jesus’ Name)” by Charity Gayle.
Memory Work: Ezra 3:11
Unit 3 Memory Verse

“And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; because he is good” (Ezra 3:11).
Gather students at the unit 3 MV poster (trp) and read Ezra 3:11. 
Place the buckets with MV cards in them against a wall opposite a table. Form two teams. Assign a bucket to each team. Have teams line up on opposite ends of the table. On “go,” teams take turns running to their bucket, selecting a card, running back to the table, placing the card on their end of the table, and then tagging the next student in line. Once all words are on the table, help students place the words in proper sequence and recite the verse.
On the memory charts, students add one pumpkin memory sticker (trp) (dr) to the unit 3 basket each week the verse is practiced.
Reinforce and Review
Activity Papers
On the back of the activity paper, students color the picture of Nehemiah working on the wall.
Option 1: Role-Play
sing LEGO blocks and mini figures, allow students to role-play the story. Review how the workers held a tool and a weapon while building.
Option 2: Obstacle Course
Line up students at the beginning of the obstacle course. Students take turns going through the course. When students encounter an obstacle, they say, “I will do what God asks, even when others try to stop me.” Continue until every student completes the obstacle course.
Option 3: JBQ Hot Potato
Play music as students pass around a potato. When the music stops, the student holding the potato should quote a verse, give the reference, or answer a JBQ Quiz (dr) question.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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