
Word Aflame Kindergarten—Fall 2020

God Is So Good: Fun on the Farm
Lesson 9
Rebuilding the Temple 
Cyrus Helps Rebuild
 Week of November 1, 2020
Unit 3 

Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah
Unit Aim 

Students will assess the examples of Ezra and Nehemiah to learn how to work for God.
Unit Bible Verse

Ezra 3:11
Scripture Text 

Ezra 1–3
Bible Lesson Verse

Ezra 1:5
Bible Point 

God asks us to build His church.
Life Application

I will build God’s church.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Bag of tools, attendance charts (ap) (dr), markers, offering container, unit 3 MV poster (trp)

Opening Activity: Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Cover a shoe box with gold wrapping paper (cover the lid separately). Inside the box place miscellaneous trinkets to represent the valuable vessels in the Temple. Purchase plastic spiders and reptiles (available at most dollar stores).

Bibles, bag to hold trinkets from box, large rubber bands, dirt or ashes, bits of trash, trash can, Rebuilding the Temple Bible art (trp) (dr), Bibles
Apply and act
Life Application: Wooden blocks
Prayer and Call to Action: Wooden blocks from Life Application
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a lesson 9 hc devotion (dr). For students who have not received one yet, print a unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). Prepare to send thank you cards to students.
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “We Want to See Jesus Lifted High” by Betsy Hernandez from Kids in Worship, “Take All of Me” by Psalty from Kids Praise! 4: Singsational Servants!
Memory Work: Unit 3 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), pumpkin memory stickers (trp) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons 
Option 1: For each student, print and cut apart a set of Building God’s Church mobile visuals (trp) (dr). You will also need a hole punch and yarn for students. Make a sample mobile.
Option 2: Purchase ingredients for making a variety of sandwiches. Be creative and offer bread, crackers, tortillas, different lunch meats and cheese, a variety of condiments, and veggies.

Plates, plastic utensils, napkins
Option 3: Attach a verse reference to each bowling pen. Set up the bowling pens in formation.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Ezra 1–3. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

As God’s creation, our lives are built upon the foundation of His character. Our circumstances provide the building blocks for His handiwork. He has called us into His presence, so together we might build His kingdom.
To You as a Teacher

Any creative endeavor we embark upon should start with God. In His hands, our lives can be a tool of great value. Whether we are hitting a nail or driving home a point, we can work with Him to build His kingdom.
To Your Students

God wants us all to be involved and help build His work. Students need to realize they are important and can build for the Lord. Teachers are vital in encouraging students to help build. Help students investigate the big picture of God’s kingdom. It reaches beyond the walls of our churches. Share information about North American missions and global missions. Point out opportunities for students to help by sending encouraging notes, offerings, or supplies. Show students how it takes all of us working together to build God’s kingdom around the world.
Excite and Engage
Welcome
Remember to change the room according to seasonal décor, mount the unit 3 MV poster (trp), and exchange fruit or crops that are on display.

Ask students if they shared last week’s Bible story with someone (the challenge from lesson 8).
Greet students as they enter the room and direct their attention to the unit 3 MV poster (trp). Introduce Ezra 3:11 and lead students in a short praise chorus. Our verse talks about people singing together. Those people were also working on God’s house together. Singing about God’s goodness builds us. It makes us feel good. It helps us work together. Introduce the Bible Point: God asks us to build His church. 

Sometimes we will build with tools. Show the tools and ask how each tool might help build God’s church. Sometimes we build through our actions. Have children make motions for praying and reading the Bible.
Distribute attendance charts (trp) (dr). Each week students will connect two dots until the dot-to-dot barn is revealed.
Opening Activity: Build God’s Church Activity Paper
Introduce the Life Application and have students say, “I will build God’s church.”
Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students circle the pictures that show people building God’s church. Discuss the pictures.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever helped build something? What was it and who did you help?
Bible Lesson: Cyrus Helps Rebuild (Ezra 1–3)
Props from this lesson will be used again in lesson 10.

Bible Lesson Verse

“Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem” (Ezra 1:5).

Help students find the Book of Ezra in their Bibles.

Place the gold box in the center of a table. In Jerusalem, King Solomon built a beautiful Temple—a place where the Jews could worship the one true God. Inside the Temple were valuable vessels of gold and silver. As the years passed, people started worshiping idols. God sent prophets to warn them to stop, but they did not listen. God warned them that enemies would come if they did not stop. 

The people did not listen and they did not obey, so God sent King Nebuchadnezzar and his army. The army came to Jerusalem. They took all the gold and silver from the Temple. Open the box, take out the trinkets, and put them in a bag.

They destroyed the Temple. With your fists, crush the box. They burned it. (Do not do this!)

Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers put chains on the people. Select a volunteer. Use large rubber bands to represent chains on the volunteer’s wrists. They marched them across the wilderness to faraway Babylon. March students around the room a couple of times before returning to their seats.

For seventy years the Temple lay in ashes and ruins. Add dirt or ashes, trash, plastic spiders, and reptiles to the table. Rats, spiders, lizards, snakes, and wild animals moved in. Weeds grew in the ruins. Trash blew in. 

Back in Babylon there was a new king. His name was King Cyrus. He told God’s people, “God told me to free you.” Remove the rubber bands from the student’s wrists. “If you want to go back to Jerusalem and rebuild His house, I will help pay your way. I will give back the valuables that King Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple.” Give the bag with the trinkets to a student.

Some people did not want to travel. They wished to stay in Babylon, but they gave money to those who wanted to go back to Jerusalem. Ezra 1:5 tells us, “Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.”

Students march around the room a couple of times and then return to their seats. When they arrived in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel and the other leaders built an altar and offered sacrifices to the one true God. There would be no more worshiping idols. The Jews had learned their lesson.

Then the people went to work. They cleaned up the Temple. Bring out the trash can. Have students help clean the table (throw away the trash and dirt but keep the plastic spiders and reptiles for next week). What a nasty, dirty job! Sorting through the ashes and the trash, killing the rats and spiders and lizards and snakes, and driving out the wild animals—the people worked until the ground was level and clean. Then they built the foundation for a new Temple. It was hard work. When they finished, they celebrated.
What does your family do to celebrate a holiday or a birthday?

The people were happy. They helped rebuild God’s Temple.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will build God’s church.
Gather students around a pile of wooden blocks. Working together we can build God’s church.
What are some ways we can build it?

As each student gives an example, the student places a block on the table to create a foundation for the tower. We are going to build a tower together, just like we are building God’s church together. Once the foundation is laid, each student adds a block and says, “I will build God’s church.”
Prayer and Call to Action
Ask each student to hold a wooden block while praying. Lead in prayer: Jesus, I will help build Your church through prayer, giving, reading the Bible, and loving others.
Home Connection

· If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
· Give all students the lesson 9 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Send each student a thank you card for their willingness to help build God’s church.
Expanded

Worship and the Word
Worship
Give each student a craft stick, a paper triangle, and a marker. Help students write JESUS on their triangle and tape it to the craft stick as a small flag. Use these while singing the suggested songs:

· “We Want to See Jesus Lifted High” by Betsy Hernandez on Kids in Worship (Each time they sing, “We want to see Jesus lifted high,” students lift their flags.)

·  “Take All of Me” by Psalty from Kids Praise! 4: Singsational Servants!
Memory Work: Ezra 3:11
Unit 3 Memory Verse

“And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; because he is good” (Ezra 3:11).
Gather students at the unit 3 MV poster (trp) and read Ezra 3:11, phrase by phrase, with students echoing the words. Have students recite the verse using different voices (e.g., whispering, singing, shouting, high pitched, low pitched).

On the memory charts, students add one pumpkin memory sticker (trp) (dr) to the unit 3 basket each week the verse is practiced.
Reinforce and Review
Activity Papers
On the back of the activity paper, ask students to draw the people who were helping build the Temple.
Option 1: Building God’s Church Mobile
Distribute the Building God’s Church mobile visuals (dr). Show your sample. Help students assemble their mobiles.
Option 2: Building a Sandwich
Gather students in the kitchen. Give each student a plate and allow students to build their own sandwich. Discuss how much fun it is to work together while building. 

Compare the food and fellowship experience to God’s people building His church by working, fellowshiping, and worshiping together.
Option 3: JBQ Bowling
Students will take turns rolling a ball down to knock out the bowling pins. Whichever pins they knock down, they must quote the references on the pins. For each verse they quote correctly, they get a point.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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