
Word Aflame Kindergarten—Fall 2020

God Is So Good: Fun on the Farm
Lesson 10
A Burden to Build 
Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall
 Week of November 8, 2020
Unit 3 

Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah
Unit Aim 

Students will assess the examples of Ezra and Nehemiah to learn how to work for God.
Unit Bible Verse

Ezra 3:11
Scripture Text 

Nehemiah 1–3
Bible Lesson Verse

Nehemiah 2:18
Bible Point 

God gives us burdens.
Life Application

I will respond when God calls.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Hide vegetables (e.g., corn, squash, pumpkins) around the room. Students will harvest (search for) these.
Attendance charts (ap) (dr), markers, offering container, unit 3 MV poster (trp)

Opening Activity: Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Make another shoe box temple by covering a shoe box with gold wrapping paper. Fill a table with building blocks or Lincoln Logs. Roll up two sheets of copy paper and tie each with a ribbon. Place gold shiny fabric over a chair to be a throne.

Bibles, crown, 2 child-sized biblical robes, silver tray and cup, plastic spiders and reptiles from lesson 9, bits of trash, Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall Bible art (trp) (dr)
Apply and act
Life Application: Paper (1 sheet per student), crayons, timer
Prayer and Call to Action: Pictures from Life Application
Home Connection: For each student, copy the lesson 10 hc devotion (dr). For students who have not received one yet, print a unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Musical instruments; suggested songs: “Set a Fire” by Jesus Culture, “I Give You My Hallelujah” by Hillsong Kids
Memory Work: Purchase 19 mini pumpkins (real or fake). Write each word of the verse and the reference on a strip of paper and attach each to a pumpkin.
Unit 3 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), pumpkin memory stickers (trp) (dr)
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), brown or gray tissue-paper squares, glue
Option 1: Purchase several boxes of sugar cubes. 

Glue, paper plates (1 per student)
Option 2: 2 sheets of paper, 2 markers
Option 3: Create a tic-tac-toe board on the floor using painters’ tape. From posterboard, create large X’s (red) and O’s (yellow) and laminate them.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr)
Teacher Devotional
Read Nehemiah 1–3. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

From the beginning, God has been a worker, creatively crafting a space for intimacy with His creation. God does not give us the gift of a burden to weigh us down, but rather to remind us of our strength. Burdens are gifts that propel us to fulfill our calling—we are the image bearers of a creative God at work.
To You as a Teacher

The burden of a gift is a beautiful thing. The gift tells us we have value in the eyes of the giver. The gift calls us into relationship. When God places the gift of a burden on our lives, we know He values us and believes in us even more than we may believe in ourselves. We honor Him by responding to the burden.
To Your Students

We often consider a burden to be a bad thing—something that drags us down. However, a burden from the Lord lifts us as we respond to His call. Joy and excitement occur when we respond to the burden. Students need to feel that joy and be excited to accept the burden.

Focus on teaching students how to respond to God’s call by using real-life situations. Perhaps discuss how they will feel when they are finally big enough to do a specific task or attend an event. 

Remind them of what it is like when they hear their name called to be a volunteer or receive a prize. This is how a burden from the Lord should affect us—with joy and excitement that motivates us to work for Him.
Excite and Engage
Welcome
As students enter, allow them to harvest the crop (search for the veggies). Once a student finds an item, that student brings it to the table. Just as a farmer must search carefully for every ripe vegetable, we must search carefully for what God wants us to do. Introduce the Bible Point: God gives us burdens. 

A burden is something one carries. When you brought the vegetables to the table, you were carrying a burden. Even though we wanted the delicious vegetables, we still had to find and carry each one to our table. Sometimes a basket of vegetables is heavy to carry, but vegetables are good and will help us. Sometimes a burden can be heavy, but God’s burden is a good thing that will help us.

Distribute attendance charts (trp) (dr). Each week students will connect two dots until the dot-to-dot barn is revealed. Review the unit 3 MV poster (trp) (dr).
Opening Activity: Follow God’s Call Maze
Introduce the Life Application and have students say, “I will respond when God calls.” 
· Have you ever been playing outside when you heard someone call you? What did you do? 

Define respond by illustrating different ways people respond when they are called by name. 

Distribute activity papers. On the front page, students find the way through the maze by looking at the pictures. They should follow the pictures that are good responses to God.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: How do you feel and act when you really want to do something?
Bible Lesson: Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall (Nehemiah 1–3)
Props from this lesson will be used again in lesson 11.

Bible Lesson Verse

“Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work” (Nehemiah 2:18).
Help students find the Book of Nehemiah in their Bibles. Briefly review how the people rebuilt the Temple.

Select three volunteers. The king wears a crown and sits on a distant throne. Nehemiah and Hanani wear biblical robes.

In Old Testament days, cities had walls around them. At night the gates were locked.

· Why would a city have a wall around it? The wall would keep out the enemy and wild animals. They did not have police to keep bad people away.
When King Nebuchadnezzar’s army destroyed the Temple, they also tore down the wall around the city. Point out the blocks on the table. For seventy years the wall, just like the Temple, stood in ruins. Spiders, lizards, and snakes made their homes among the broken bricks. Trash blew in and stayed. Add bits of trash, along with plastic spiders and reptiles from lesson 9.

When the Jews returned to Jerusalem, they built an altar and rebuilt the Temple. Place the gold box in the middle of the table. In Babylon, far from Jerusalem, Nehemiah still served the king.

One day Hanani, Nehemiah’s relative, came to Babylon from Jerusalem. Nehemiah and Hanani act out their meeting.

Nehemiah asked, “How is everything in Jerusalem?”

Hanani answered, “Terrible. It is a shame. The walls are fallen and the gates have all been burned.”

That was horrible news. Anyone could walk into the city and take anything they wanted. Packs of wild animals could invade the city. Hanani returns to his seat.

This news bothered Nehemiah. He felt burdened—heavy inside. Nehemiah kneels in prayer. For many days he prayed and fasted. He wanted to help his friends in Jerusalem, but how? He worked for the king in Babylon, not Jerusalem, and could not come and go as he wanted. What could he do?
Give Nehemiah the silver tray and cup. One day when he went in to serve the king, the king saw that he was sad and asked, “What is wrong with you? You are usually happy.”

Nehemiah whispered a quick prayer, “God, help me say the right words.”

Nehemiah answered the king, “My family and friends in Jerusalem are in great danger. The wall around the city is in ruins. Would you give me permission to go to Jerusalem and help rebuild the city’s walls?”

After asking how long Nehemiah would be gone, the king agreed to let Nehemiah go. Give the king the rolled papers. He hands these to Nehemiah. The king gave Nehemiah a letter giving him authority to travel and rebuild the wall. Another letter said he could get supplies for building the wall.

When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem, he called the people to a meeting. Nehemiah 2:18 tells us what happened. “Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work.”

Nehemiah organized the project. He assigned the workers to certain parts of the wall. Help students form crews; assign them parts of the wall to rebuild with the blocks. Everyone went to work. Students clean up the area and rebuild the wall. Stop them when the wall is half finished.

Show the Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall Bible art (trp) (dr). It was a big job, but the people were willing to work. Thanks to Nehemiah and his burden to help, the wall was built and Jerusalem was a safe place again. 
However, that is not the end of the story. We will learn more in our next lesson. Set the table aside and leave it as is for the next lesson.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will respond when God calls.
We should respond when God calls us.

· What do you think respond means?

God gave Nehemiah a burden to work. When we have a burden to work for God, it means we want to do things to help His church. We think about and look for ways to help. We ask God what He wants us to do.

· How do you think we hear God’s call?

Discuss the ways we can hear God’s call:

· Through Scripture: We may hear a Bible verse or remember one we memorized, and it seems to say something special to us.

· Through our pastor and our teachers: Our leaders may say something that causes us to know what God wants.
· By meditating on Jesus: When we quietly think about Jesus, He might give us special thoughts that tell us what to do.

· Through prayer: As we talk with Jesus, He might speak to us in our thoughts, give us a picture in our mind, or even talk out loud to us.

Give each student a sheet of paper and crayons. After students have found a quiet place, instruct them to ask the Lord, “What do You want me to do for You?” Set a timer for one minute and tell students to close their eyes and think about Jesus. After the quiet time, encourage students to write or draw what they felt Jesus told them. If desired, allow volunteers to share.
Prayer and Call to Action
Have students hold their pictures from the previous activity. Lead in an echo prayer, “Lord, I will respond when You call me. Help me to do the work You ask me to do.”
Home Connection

· If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 3 hc calendar (trp) (dr). 
· Give all students the lesson 10 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Have you had the opportunity to connect with every student and family this quarter? If not, make it a priority to do so this week.
Expanded

Worship and the Word
Worship
Distribute musical instruments. If instruments are limited, swap instruments after several minutes. Continue rotating instruments throughout worship. Suggested songs include:

·  “Set a Fire” by Jesus Culture 

· “I Give You My Hallelujah” by Hillsong Kids
Memory Work: Ezra 3:11
Unit 3 Memory Verse

“And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; because he is good” (Ezra 3:11).
Gather students at the unit 3 MV poster (trp) and read Ezra 3:11, phrase by phrase, with students echoing the words. 
Hand out mini pumpkins and help each student read the attached verse word. Have students scatter across the room and place their pumpkins on the floor. Then have students line up along one wall. Pair non-readers with readers. Say the first verse word and ask the first pair of students to find the pumpkin with the matching word. Have them place the pumpkin on the table. Ask students to say the word that is on the table. Continue these actions for the next word, reciting the verse words as they are placed in sequence. Once the entire verse is on the table, say it all together.
On the memory charts, students add one pumpkin memory sticker (trp) (dr) to the unit 3 basket each week the verse is practiced.
Reinforce and Review
Activity Papers
On the back of the activity paper, students glue on squares of tissue paper to represent the wall.
Option 1: Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall Craft
 Distribute sugar cubes, glue, and paper plates. Show students how to glue the sugar cubes together to make a wall. As students work on their walls, review the Bible story.
Option 2: Say “Yes” Relay
· What response should we give when God calls us to work for Him? Yes
Form two teams. Each team lines up against a wall. Ask for a volunteer from each team. Give each volunteer a sheet of paper and a marker. Instruct them to write YES on the paper and return to the front of their team’s line.

Explain the relay. 

· The leader at the front of the line asks the next person, “What should we say when God calls?” 

· That teammate shouts, “Yes,” takes the paper, hurries to the end of the line and passes the paper down the line back to the leader. 

· When the leader receives the paper back, the leader repeats the question to the next person, who repeats the process. 

The first team to get all their members back to their original places is the winner.
Option 3: JBQ Tic-Tac-Toe
Show students the tic-tac-toe board and the posterboard X’s and O’s. Divide students into two teams. Ask a question from the JBQ Quizzes (dr). If they get it right, they place their X or O in one of the squares. The team who gets three in a row wins!
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.
� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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