
Word Aflame Kindergarten—Fall 2020

God Is So Good: Fun on the Farm
Lesson 3
Nebuchadnezzar Understands God 
Nebuchadnezzar Eats Grass
 Week of September 20, 2020
Unit 1 

Lessons from Daniel
Unit Aim 

Students will examine the life of Daniel to learn how our actions allow God’s goodness in our lives.
Unit Bible Verse

Daniel 2:20
Scripture Text 

Daniel 4:28–37
Bible Lesson Verse

Daniel 4:37
Bible Point 

God requires humility.
Life Application

I will let God control my life.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Apples, caramel, knife to cut apples, paper plates, attendance charts (ap) (dr), markers, offering container, unit 1 MV poster (trp)

Opening Activity: For each student, print and cut apart a set of Puzzle Pieces for AP (trp) (dr). 

Proud and Humble visuals (trp) (dr), activity papers (page 1), glue sticks, New Birth poster (trp) (dr)
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: Assemble the Nebuchadnezzar story scroll (trp) (dr) by taping the pictures into one long scroll. Attach each end to a wooden dowel. Starting from the last picture, roll the dowel toward the first picture to create a scroll. You will also need Bibles.
Apply and act
Life Application: Yellow and red construction paper (1 sheet of each color), tape, 2 chairs
Prayer and Call to Action: Cut yellow and red paper into small squares (1 of each color per student).
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a lesson 3 hc devotion (dr). for students who have not received one yet, print a unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr).
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Suggested songs: “Jesus Reign (Reign in Me)” (dr), “Our God Reigns” by B. J. Putnam from the album Love Like Fire (Live)
Memory Work: Unit 1 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), pear memory stickers (trp) (dr), large apple, music
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons 
Option 1: For each student, print a line-art version of Nebuchadnezzar Is Humbled Bible art (dr). Cut green tissue paper into small squares.

Crayons, glue sticks
Option 2: Cover a table with white Kraft paper. With large letters, fill the paper with the words: i will let God control my life. Gather art supplies (e.g., glitter pens, stickers, markers, self-adhesive foam shapes) for decorating the mural.
Option 3: Write the verse references from the JBQ Verses (dr) on a whiteboard. Option: Write them on a shower curtain or on cardstock that can be used over and over.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr), 2 fly swatters
Teacher Devotional
Read Daniel 4:28–37. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

Daniel 4 repeatedly reveals the greatness of God. In all His actions, God is great. When God interrupts a prosperous life with a dream, and when He brings meaning and revelation to that dream, God is great. He is great as He waits for repentance and as He brings restoration. God’s greatness demands a humble response.
To You as a Teacher

God longs for His children to participate in revealing His glory to all of creation. While we humbly walk with Him, embarking on the Great Commission, we must always be mindful that we are the reflection and He is the source. How can we reflect God’s character in our lives and through our relationships?
To Your Students

Humility usually does not come until we realize the powerful impact it has on our lives. Many are fearful of humility because it makes them feel vulnerable. By allowing God to be in control, we step out of fear and into faith. His control is best for us.

Teaching students how to surrender to God’s control is vital for their Christian walk. As they learn what true humility looks like, may they realize the liberty that comes with allowing Jesus to control their lives.
Excite and Engage
Welcome
Ask students if they saw God’s plan working in their lives this past week (the challenge from lesson 2).
For better understanding of the Bible Point, replace the word requires with wants.
Greet students and distribute attendance charts (trp) (dr). Each week students will connect two dots until the dot-to-dot barn is revealed.
Introduce the Bible Point: God requires (wants) humility. Show the apples and discuss how an apple tree grows. 

Cut an apple in half and remove the seeds. Compare the small seed to the large apple. Discuss the bountiful harvest that results from the seed being planted. Use this as an example of humility (being small in our own eyes) resulting in good things. 

Cut the apples into wedges and serve them with caramel. While students eat, review Daniel 2:20 using the unit 1 MV poster (trp).

Who said the words in this verse? Daniel

What was he doing when he said this? He was worshiping God.
Opening Activity: Puzzle Pieces
Give each student an activity paper, a set of puzzle pieces for AP (trp) (dr), and a glue stick. On the front page of the activity paper, students match the puzzle pieces to the shapes in the frame and glue them to the paper. As the puzzles are completed, introduce the Life Application: I will let God control my life.
Show the Proud and Humble visuals (trp) (dr). Someone once said, “Humble people are kind. Proud people are selfish.”
What does it mean to be humble? What does it mean to be proud?

Which should we be—humble or proud?

Show the Proud visual. Pride does not let God control life. A proud person says, “I can do it myself. I do not need God.” 

Show the Humble visual. A humble person says, “I will let God control my life.”

Lead students to the New Birth poster (trp) (dr). Explain how repentance, baptism, and the infilling of the Holy Spirit allow God to control our lives.
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: Have you ever smelled grass after it was cut? Have you ever eaten something that tastes like grass smells?
Bible Lesson: Nebuchadnezzar Eats Grass (Daniel 4:28–37)
Bible Lesson Verse

“Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase” (Daniel 4:37).

Be careful in portraying Nebuchadnezzar’s situation. The story may seem like a fairy tale to children—a popular children’s movie uses a similar plot. It is important to emphasize that Nebuchadnezzar’s pride caused his fall and, once he realized God was in control, his repentance and humility brought restoration.
Help students find Daniel 4 in their Bibles and find the long name Nebuchadnezzar. Scroll through the pictures of the Nebuchadnezzar story scroll (trp) (dr) while telling the story.
Picture 1: King Nebuchadnezzar was proud of his work. He ruled over a large empire. He had many servants. He built the city of Babylon into a beautiful city. He did not think God was in control. He thought he was in control.
Picture 2: One day King Nebuchadnezzar was walking in his palace. He looked out and saw the city. With pride he bragged, “Look at this great city I have built.”
Was it right for the king to brag about what he did? Why or why not?

Picture 3: God was not pleased with the king’s pride. Nebuchadnezzar heard a voice from heaven. “King Nebuchadnezzar, your power has been taken from you. For seven years you are going to live with the wild animals. You will eat grass like an ox. The Most High God rules over the earth. He gives kingdoms to whom He chooses.”
Picture 4: Soon after, the king lost his mind. He could not think right, act right, or talk right. His men kicked him out of the palace because he was acting crazy. Day and night, hot or cold, he lived in the wild and ate grass. His hair grew and looked like feathers. His nails grew long like a bird’s claws. He was a sad sight—wild and homeless.
After seven years his thinking returned to normal. He looked up and saw how far he had fallen—from a king to a beast, from the throne to the field.

He praised God and said, “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, give praise and honor and glory to the King of heaven. Everything he does is right. He is always fair. And he is able to make proud people humble” (Daniel 4:37, ICB). When King Nebuchadnezzar humbled himself and recognized that God was in control, God gave Nebuchadnezzar back his kingdom and his throne.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will let God control my life.
Show the sheets of yellow and red paper. Place each sheet on a separate chair. Line up students. Ask each student a question. If the answer is God, the student goes to the yellow paper. If the answer is me, the student goes to the red paper.

Who controls how tall you are?

Who controls what color your skin is?

Who controls what color of socks you wear to the store?

Who controls who your parents are?

Who controls what color your eyes are?

Who controls what you say?

Who controls the character when you play a game on the computer?

Who controls your heart and lungs?

Who controls what you eat?

Who controls the weather?
Prayer and Call to Action
Give each student a yellow and red square of paper. 

Hold up the red paper to Jesus and pray, “Jesus, help me not to be proud. I do not want to make that mistake.” 

Hold up the yellow paper to Jesus and pray, “Jesus, help me to be humble and let You control my life.”

Encourage students to use the papers as they pray this week.
Home Connection

· For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of unit 1 hc calendar (trp) (dr) 
· For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 3 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· After receiving parental permission, text or email students and ask if they are using the yellow and red papers during their daily prayer.
Expanded

Worship and the Word
Worship
Discuss how, by surrendering to God in worship, we show God He is in control of our lives. Allow each student to share one way they know God is in control. 
Then worship to the suggested songs:

· “Jesus Reign (Reign in Me)” (dr) 
· “Our God Reigns” by B. J. Putnam from the album Love Like Fire (Live)
Memory Work: Daniel 2:20
Unit 1 Memory Verse

“Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his” (Daniel 2:20).

Gather students at the unit 1 MV poster (trp). As music plays, pass around an apple. When the music stops, the student holding the apple recites the verse (with help as needed). 

On the memory charts, students add one pear memory sticker (trp) (dr) to the unit 1 basket each week the verse is practiced.
Reinforce and Review
Activity Papers
Show students the picture on the back of the activity paper. Nebuchadnezzar learned that God was in control. Ask students to give Nebuchadnezzar crazy hair and fingernails.
Option 1: Nebuchadnezzar Worksheet
Distribute line art of the Nebuchadnezzar Is Humbled Bible art (dr). Students color the picture while reviewing the story.

What did Nebuchadnezzar’s pride make him do? He bragged that he built everything and was in control.

What happened to the king until he humbled himself and worshiped God? He acted like an animal, living outdoors and eating grass.
Help students glue green tissue paper squares around King Nebuchadnezzar to represent grass.
Option 2: God Is in Control Mural
Distribute art supplies and allow students to decorate the mural. Mount the finished project in the classroom.
Option 3: JBQ Swat-a-Verse
Show the verse references that have been written on the whiteboard (or shower curtain or cardstock). Make two teams. Give a representative from each team a fly swatter. Say a key word or phrase from a verse. With their fly swatter, the students race to swat the verse that it is found in. They only get two tries.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.

� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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