
Word Aflame Kindergarten—Fall 2020

God Is So Good: Fun on the Farm
Lesson 4
Daniel Interprets the Writing on the Wall 
God Warns Belshazzar
 Week of September 27, 2020
Unit 1 

Lessons from Daniel
Unit Aim 

Students will examine the life of Daniel to learn how our actions allow God’s goodness in our lives.
Unit Bible Verse

Daniel 2:20
Scripture Text 

Daniel 5:1–6:3
Bible Lesson Verse

Daniel 6:3
Bible Point 

God is the King of kings.
Life Application

I will respect God’s authority.
Lesson at a Glance

Core Supplies

Excite and Engage

Welcome: Farm Animal sounds (dr), attendance charts (ap) (dr), markers, offering container, unit 1 MV poster (trp)

Opening Activity: Per student: 1 small rock and 1 penny
Relate and Receive

Bible Lesson: LEGO blocks, LEGO mini-figures (1 per student), LEGO goblets (or something to represent cups—LEGO makes goblets; search “LEGO minifigure, utensil goblet”)

On a piece of paper, lightly write: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. Mount the paper to the wall; place a crayon next to the paper.

Daniel Interpreted the Writing on the Wall Bible art (trp) (dr), Bibles, Nebuchadnezzar Is Humbled Bible art from lesson 3 (trp) (dr), Bibles
Apply and act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies needed
Home Connection: To prepare students for the new unit, copy the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr). Also copy the lesson 4 hc devotion (dr) for each student.
Extended Supplies

Worship and the Word
Worship: Practice the motions suggested on page 30. Suggested songs: “King of Glory” by Todd Dulaney, “God of Wonders” by Matt Redman

New Birth poster (trp)
Memory Work: On sticky notes, write the memory verse (1 word per note). Place these on the wall.
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), Bible, memory charts (ap) (dr), pear memory stickers (trp) (dr), 
Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), crayons
Option 1: Print and cut apart two sets of Writing on the Wall memory cards (dr). Place them face down on a table in a grid.
Option 2: For each student, print and cut apart a Respect bookmark (dr).

Glitter or paint pens, hole punch, yarn, scissors
Option 3: Set up a bean bag game of your choice.
JBQ Quizzes (dr), JBQ Verses (dr), 2 fly swatters
Teacher Devotional
Read Daniel 5:1–6:3. Prayerfully consider what these passages say:
About God

Leadership is temporary, but God is eternal. Kingdoms of this earth will come and go, as do their kings. The great constant is not their power nor their reign, but the source from whom they draw their breath. Kings are merely stewards of God’s power, operating as the King of kings determines.
To You as a Teacher

As leaders we are stewarding the work of God’s kingdom. Leadership always transitions. How we handle our leadership transitions can determine whether we pass it on with life or through death. Authority and power are not properties of leadership; rather, they belong to God. Therefore, our strength lies not in the role of leading, but in the role of being His child.
To Your Students

Our society drastically lacks respect. Life is not valued as God’s Word teaches. Respect for those in authority is challenged continually. It is imperative we teach our children to properly respect God and His Word.

I John 5:14 says we can be confident God hears our prayers. Listening to Him, His Word, and His leaders are ways we show Him we care. The Lord wants to be our best friend—one who listens, talks with us, is there for us, and spends time with us. In John 15:15, Jesus calls us His friends. By being God’s friend—praying to Him, reading His Word, and listening to the leaders He provides—we show respect for His authority.
Excite and Engage
Welcome
Ask students if they used the yellow and red papers this past week to remind them of how to pray (the challenge from lesson 3).
As students enter the room, play the Farm Animal sounds (dr) and ask students to identify each one. Farm animals are important. Cows, pigs, sheep, goats, chickens, dogs, and cats—each has a special job on a farm. Discuss what each animal does or supplies on a farm. Each animal has its own attitude and actions, but each animal knows who is the boss.

Who is the boss around the farm? The farmer
Introduce the Bible Point: God is the King of kings. Compare God’s authority as king over all the earth to the authority a farmer has over the animals on the farm.
Distribute attendance charts (trp) (dr). Each week students will connect two dots until the dot-to-dot barn is revealed.
Opening Activity: Rocks and Pennies vs. the Law of Gravity
Give each student a rock and a penny. God gives many different commands that we should follow. His commands are like the law of gravity, which states that all things are pulled down equally. We will test the law of gravity and see if it works. Students take turns holding their rock and penny at waist level and dropping the items.

What happens when we let go of the rock and penny? They fall to the ground.
Does one fall faster? No, if dropped at the same height and same time, both will land at the same time.

If we follow the rules of this law (dropping them at the same time and the same way), we will see how the law of gravity controls the rock and the penny. We cannot change this law, and we cannot stop this law. As long as we are on earth, the law of gravity takes hold of everything. 

This is just like God’s commands. We find God’s commands in the Bible. We are to respect His commands because God is the King of kings.

When we listen to and obey a king, we are showing respect. A king has authority to make laws. A king can change laws. We need to learn about and obey God’s authority because God is the King of kings. Say the Life Application: I will respect God’s authority.
Ask students to drop the rock and penny again as they say, “I will respect God’s authority.”
Relate and Receive

Access Prior Experience: What would you do if:

· A police officer gave you instructions?

· Your parent told you to stop bothering your brother or sister?

· The teacher asked everyone to sit down and be quiet?
Bible Lesson: God Warns Belshazzar (Daniel 5:1–6:3)
Bible Lesson Verse

“Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm” (Daniel 6:3).
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN

Help students find the Book of Daniel in their Bibles. Give each student a LEGO mini figure. Ask students to work together to build tables, chairs, and a palace with the LEGO blocks. Add the LEGO goblets (or something to represent cups) to the tables.

Assign students to be Belshazzar and Daniel. They will use their LEGO figures as the story is told. Remaining students use their figures as party attendees.

King Belshazzar was throwing a party—a wild party. He invited one thousand guests. He wanted to impress the guests, so he brought out the holy golden cups that had been stolen from God’s Temple in Jerusalem. The servants filled God’s holy cups with wine and gave them to the guests as they praised their false gods.

How do you think God felt about this?

The party was in full swing, and the people were getting crazy. Students place the figures around the table, holding cups and portraying crazy actions. Suddenly, someone gasped and pointed at the wall. Begin to trace the words on the wall. A finger was writing on the wall. It was not like my writing because there was only a hand. Where was the arm? Where was the body? It was eerie.

Everyone froze. No one said a word. There was total silence. Stand all figures facing the wall.

The king’s face turned pale. His knees shook. He dropped into his chair. He stammered, “What does it say?” Student uses the Belshazzar figure to demonstrate these actions.

No one could read the message. Can you? . . . The king called for the magicians and wise men. “Tell me what it says,” he ordered. “If you tell me, I will give you clothes fit for a king, I will give you a gold necklace, and I will make you third ruler in the kingdom.” Move some figures near the king.

No matter how big the reward, no one could read the message.

The king’s mother heard what was happening and came into the room. Use a figure as the king’s mother. “I know a man who is very smart,” she said. “He can explain dreams and mysterious things. Call for Daniel. He will tell you what the writing on the wall means.”
How could Daniel tell the meaning of a dream? How could Daniel read the strange words? God would help him.
Place the Daniel figure in front of Belshazzar. The king’s men brought Daniel to the king. The king said, “If you can read this writing and explain it to me, I will give you clothes fit for a king and a gold necklace. I will make you third ruler in the land.”

Daniel replied, “I do not want your gifts, but I will read the message to you. You see, the Most High God made your father, Nebuchadnezzar, a powerful king, but Nebuchadnezzar became proud and stubborn, so his throne was taken from him. (Show the Nebuchadnezzar Is Humbled Bible art from lesson 3 (trp) (dr).) His mind became like an animal’s, so he lived in the field and ate grass like a cow for seven years. He finally humbled himself and praised God, the King of kings. You, King Belshazzar, should have learned from your father, but you have not. You have not honored the God of Heaven. You have drunk from God’s holy vessels while praising your false gods. God is the one who has power over you and everything you do. He sent the hand that wrote on the wall.”
Point to the words. Daniel read, “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.” Try saying those words with me. Students repeat.

King Belshazzar trembled, “But what does that mean?”

Show the Daniel Interpreted the Writing on the Wall Bible art (trp) (dr). Daniel looked straight at the king. “God has sent this warning to let you know your kingdom is over. Your actions show no respect for God’s authority, so He has divided your kingdom and will give it to your enemy.”

That night the enemy army came and took control of the city. A new king, Darius, took the throne. King Darius chose 120 men to be governors in his kingdom. He made Daniel ruler over all the governors. Daniel 6:3 says, “Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.”

King Darius chose Daniel to be ruler over all the governors because Daniel had a right attitude. He loved and obeyed God. He respected God’s authority.
Apply and Act

Life Application: I will respect God’s authority.
Distribute the activity papers (ap). Ask each student to select a picture and tell how it teaches us to respect God’s authority.

Compare this to King Belshazzar and Daniel. Who was respectful?

King Belshazzar had problems with respect. He did not respect God’s authority.

What did Belshazzar do that was disrespectful?

Because he was disrespectful, God allowed his kingdom to be captured and his army to be defeated. He was no longer king. Belshazzar’s kingdom was given to another ruler. Let students color the pictures. 

Prayer and Call to Action
Just as a person bows before a king, we bow when we come into the presence of the King of kings.

Children bow and echo this prayer: “Lord Jesus, You are the King of kings. As I bow my knees, I bow my attitude. You are my King. I will obey Your commands. I will respect Your house, Your name, and Your people. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
Home Connection

· To prepare students for a new unit next week, send them home with the unit 2 hc calendar (trp) (dr) 
· For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 4 hc devotion (dr), or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves.

· Make a list of your students and think of one good action each has done. Throughout the week, text parents with a compliment for their child’s action.
Expanded

Worship and the Word
Worship
God is the King of kings, and we want to worship Him. When we worship Him, we show the world He is our King. 

Sing “King of Glory” by Todd Dulaney. Teach students the suggested motions.

King: With hands, make a crown overhead.

Glory: Make fists facing each other near chest, as you lift your hands to the sky, open the fists.

Fill: Motion hands like pouring a pitcher of water.

Place: Spread arms out wide.

Just wanna: Cross arms as if hugging yourself.

Be with You: Point to heaven.

Play the lyric video for “King of Wonders” by Matt Redman. Ask students to close their eyes and listen to the words that describe Jesus as our King.
Memory Work: Daniel 2:20
Unit 1 Memory Verse

“Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his” (Daniel 2:20).

Gather students at the unit 1 MV poster (trp). Allow each student to recite the verse individually. Compliment all who attempt it.

Allow each student to select a sticky note from the wall. Help students read the word they selected. Have students take a seat. Slowly begin reciting the verse. As each word is said, the student with that word stands. Continue until everyone is standing.

For the second practice, say one word at a time. The student holding that sticky note steps to the unit verse poster and places it over the original word. Continue until all words are covered by sticky notes.
On the memory charts, students add one pear memory sticker (trp) (dr) to the unit 1 basket each week the verse is practiced.
Reinforce and Review
Activity Papers
On the back of the activity paper, students trace the letters to show the words God wrote on the wall. Practice saying the words and review what the message meant.
Option 1: Memory Game
Students take turns playing the Writing on the Wall memory game (dr). When a match is found, the student tells one fact from the story.
Option 2: Respect Bookmark
Help each student hole-punch the top of the Respect bookmark (dr) and put a piece of yarn through the hole. Allow students to use glitter or paint pens to decorate the word respect.
Option 3: JBQ Bean Bag Toss
Students will be given a verse to locate. If the student locates the verse correctly, they get three tosses. If the student does NOT locate the verse correctly, they get one toss.
If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses (dr). Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again.

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews.

� Items marked with (trp) can be found in the teacher’s resource packet. Items marked with (dr) can be downloaded by following the instructions on the cover sheet of the teacher’s resource packet
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