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Unit 1: Light and Love in I John
1. Paul Sees the Light (I John 1:5–10; Acts 9:1–22)
2. John Teaches about Love (I John 2:12–17)
3. Jesus Came to Save Us (I John 4:1–6; Luke 2:1–20)
4. Jesus Teaches How to Love (I John 4:7–21;  

Matthew 5:38–48)

Unit 2: Promises from the Minor Prophets
5. Zephaniah’s Promise (Zephaniah 3:9–10; Acts 2)
6. Haggai’s Promise (Haggai 1–2)
7. Zechariah’s Promise (Zechariah 2:1–12)
8. Malachi’s Promise (Malachi 1:2; 3:1; 4:2)

Unit 3: Principles from I and II Timothy
9. Paul’s Final Warning (I Timothy 4:1–2; Acts 28:17–31)

10. Barnabas Teaches John Mark (I Timothy 4:12–14;  
Acts 15:36–41)

11. The Armor of God (I Timothy 6:11–12;  
Ephesians 6:10–18)

12. God Opens Elisha’s Servant’s Eyes  
(II Timothy 1:6–7; II Kings 6:8–17)

Review
13. The Power of God’s Light and Love

The Power of God’s  
Light and Love  
Winter in the Big City
When winter arrives, lead students on a journey to the “big city” to 
discover the power of God’s light and love. This quarter incorporates 
both Old and New Testament passages. In unit 1, students will 
explore I John to learn how Jesus brought light and love into the 
world and ways they can emulate His example. In unit 2, students 
will study the minor prophets to discover the joy that results from 
following God’s promises and instructions. In unit 3, students will 
study the instructions Paul shared with Timothy and apply those 
principles to their lives. 

Throughout the quarter, students will observe the power of God’s light and love in biblical examples, in 
their own lives, and in the world around them. Décor suggestions guide teachers to create an exciting 
learning environment featuring winter in the big city. Imagine cityscapes surrounded by snow, the 
sounds of the hustle and bustle, the smell of hot chocolate and fresh baked goods, and the sight of 
people in need of a Savior.

Visit our website mid-November to download the theme preview.

https://pentecostalpublishing.com/lessonthemes
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“The Loveable Losers”
By nature I am a very competitive person . I do not like 
to lose . This can be challenging as sometimes you find 
yourself on a team that does not have all their ducks in 
a row . Your team may not have the skills or resources 
needed to compete . They may lack motivation or 
coordination . They may be deemed as the “lovable 
losers” or the “underdogs” of the competition . Time 
and time again they may get your hopes up, just to 
dash them back down again . Then comes that day 
when everything comes together, and they experience 
their first success . That success builds your team’s 
confidence, and they begin to succeed more and more . 

We often have students that society has dubbed 
“losers .” They may have been written off and deemed 
hopeless . They come from broken homes and have 
faced unimaginable horrors by those who should 
love them the most . They have learning challenges, 
social issues, and emotional trauma . They have 
faced starvation, been bullied, and felt unwanted and 
unloved . They have scars and hide pain and fear we 
cannot even comprehend .

Yet here they are in our classrooms with all their 
baggage, their doubts and fears, their distrust and 

disbelief . They are daring us to love them in the most 
unusual ways . They may be disruptive and cause 
complete chaos in the classroom . They may be sullen 
and withdrawn . They may be defiant, angry, and violent . 
They may be laughing and smiling while on the inside 
they are crying out for help .

They are wondering if things will be different this time . 
Will these people love and accept me? Can I trust them 
and this God they are talking about? Are they going 
to look beyond my facade? Are they going to discover 
what I am hiding? If they do, will they toss me aside?

As teachers, what do we do? We love them one moment 
at a time without reservation . We treat them with 
kindness with every word, glance, and action . We meet 
the needs that we can . We pray and introduce them to 
God . We respect them and teach them how to respect 
themselves, others, and God . We help them discover 
who they are through God’s eyes . We search for the 
good and build on that . We share stories of God’s 
goodness and model His unconditional love to them . 
We watch as they become “lovable winners .”

Editorial by Mandi McKibben
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CLASSROOM DÉCOR
FALL ON THE FARM

Fall has arrived on the farm . Farmers are in their 
fields reaping the harvest they so carefully planted in 
the spring and maintained throughout the summer . 
The produce must be taken to the market . Canning 
homemade goods must be done . There are hayrides 
and bonfires to enjoy, s’mores and hot dogs to devour, 
hot chocolate and apple cider to warm us, fresh apple 
and pumpkin pies to bake, and fall cleaning to be done . 

Fall is breathtaking . The change of seasons is always exciting . As we drive through 
the countryside, we notice the beauty as the green leaves change to red, yellow, 
orange, and gold . As the temperatures drop, we feel a crispness in the air, and the 
leaves begin to fall . 

Just as we experience changes with the seasons of weather, we experience changes 
in seasons of our lives . As you journey through this quarter, you will discover how 
Daniel, Nehemiah, and others faced different seasons, each one coming with its own 
set of challenges and changes . You will explore how they faced those obstacles, how 
they overcame them, and how they learned that, no matter what the circumstances, 
God is so good .

Door Poster
Attach the door poster (trp) to welcome students and invite them into an exciting 
classroom accented with images associated with fall on the farm .

Wall Décor
The wall decorating ideas can be adapted for any size classroom or teaching 
situation . Decorations can be basic, detailed, or three-dimensional . Designs can be 
reduced in size to fit bulletin boards . Simply choose the best ideas for your students .

Wall 1: Instructional Wall
Using the classroom décor art , create a cornfield on the wall . For the background, 
use brown butcher paper or crinkled brown paper bags to create dirt that the cornstalks 
will rest on . Make corn stalks from brown or green construction paper or, if available, 
use real corn stalks . Make corncobs from green and yellow construction paper .

This is the wall with the writing board . Mount the New Birth poster (trp) to this wall 
and refer to it each class period . Also mount the unit MV poster (trp) in this area .

Make a sign that says: You Reap What You Sow . It can be made with paper, wood, 
or metal with stenciled letters . Make it large enough to be prominent . If you have 
shelves near your instructional area, transform them into a barn using red and white 
bulletin board paper, or a tractor using green and yellow bulletin board paper . Add 
props such as farm and gardening tools, plants, collectible tractors and other farm 
equipment, farm animal figurines, milk bottles, and so on .

Wall 2: The Pond
Use blue bulletin board paper to create a pond . Using classroom décor art , add 
lily pads, frogs, cattails, and fish to it . Make a dock out of brown or gray construction 
paper . Create grass around the pond using green bulletin board paper . Add farm 
animals grazing nearby . 

Keep all important items for 
interaction and teaching at students’ 
eye level. Anything higher should be 
used only for decoration.

Explaining Our Acronyms and Symbols
 (trp) =  Teacher’s Resource 

Packet
 (tm) =  Teacher’s Manual
  =  Digital resource using 

code on TRP instruction 
sheet

 (ap) = Activity Paper

 BP = Bible Point
 LA = Life Application
 MV = Memory Verse
 MW = Memory Work
 JBQ =  Junior Bible Quizzing
 HC    = Home Connection

PM Fall20 TM.indd   3PM Fall20 TM.indd   3 4/7/20   5:26 PM4/7/20   5:26 PM



4

Make it 3-D: Use a tarp to make a pond near the wall . Use brown or gray butcher 
paper to create stones around it . Attach magnets to plastic fish and frogs; place 
them in the pond . Create a fishing pole using a stick and string with a magnet 
attached at the end . 

Wall 3: The Apple Orchard
Using the classroom décor art , create an apple orchard using brown butcher paper 
for the trees, green bulletin board paper or tissue paper for the grass and leaves, and 
red construction paper or tissue paper for the apples . On the apples, attach pictures 
of the students . Title this: You’re the Apple of His Eye .

Make it 3-D: Place apple baskets with fake apples near the wall . Place a wheelbarrow 
in the corner .

Wall 4: The Farm Hands
Use this wall to track memory work and attendance . 

• On the top half, create the sky using blue bulletin board paper . Attach clouds 
made from cotton . 

• On the bottom half, create a farm scene . Use red bulletin-board paper to create 
a barn . Outline the barn and barn door with white bulletin board paper trim . 

• Have students trace their hand onto construction paper and then decorate their 
hand to look like a farm animal (research “farm handprint art” on Pinterest) . 

• To a bulletin board, attach a clipboard for each student using large thumbtacks . 
Hot glue each student’s farm animal to a clipboard . Place an attendance chart 
(ap)  and memory chart (ap)  on each clipboard .

Attendance Charts: An attendance chart is included with each activity paper . A 
digital version  is also available for printing extra copies for visitors . This quarter, 
students will track their attendance each week by gluing a popcorn kernel to the 
harvest scene on their charts . 

Most classes have students who may not be able to attend class due to 
circumstances beyond their control . Provide opportunities for those students to add 
a popcorn kernel for other reasons, such as demonstrating a Christian attitude or 
helping another student . In this manner all students will be included .

Memory Charts: If you choose to incorporate the Memory Work from the EXPANDED 
section, a memory tracking page is included with each activity paper . A digital 
version  is also available for printing extra copies for visitors . This quarter, 
students will track their memory work each week by adding a Farm Animal sticker 
(trp)  next to the appropriate barn .

BULLETIN BOARD IDEAS
Bulletin Board #1: Grow in God

Use black bulletin board paper to cover your board . Use green, yellow, and brown 
construction paper to create sunflowers . On each sunflower, write a different way 
we grow in God (e .g ., read your Bible, pray, fast, repent, be baptized in Jesus’ name, 
receive the Holy Ghost, give) . 

Bulletin Board #2: Be a Part of God’s Herd (New Birth Board)
Create a pasture scene using blue bulletin board paper for the sky and green paper 
for the pasture . Cut out sheep from posterboard . Cover the sheep with cotton balls 
for a 3-D effect . Label each sheep with the New Birth parts (repentance, baptism in 
Jesus’ name, Holy Ghost infilling) .

Bulletin Board #3: We’re Popping with Excitement about God’s Goodness
Cover the board with brown bulletin board paper . Add corncobs to the board . On the 
corncobs have students write ways God has been good to them .

IMPORTANT! Mini glue dots are 
the best way to attach the popcorn 
kernels to the attendance charts. A 
package of 300 mini glue dots can 
be purchased for less than $5.00 at 
craft stores or online.
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Bulletin Board #4: Quack Open the Good Book
Create a grassy area using green bulletin board paper . Make a pond in one corner 
of the bulletin board using blue paper . Using classroom décor art , create a few 
ducks . Also create a large open Bible  and place it above the ducks .

Additional Ideas
• Dress as a farmer (e .g ., flannel shirt, overalls, jeans or jean skirt, boots, straw 

hat) . Encourage students to dress likewise, or as a farm animal .
• In your teaching area, set up hay bales for students to sit on . To make cleanup 

easier, a tarp is recommended .
• Provide a box of farmer clothes for your students to wear if they wish . With the 

threat of lice, we do not recommend sharing hats . 
• Use a sawhorse to create an actual horse . Add a neck and head to it with wood . 

Use yarn or horsehair to create a mane and tail . Add a saddle .
• Set up a table containing age-appropriate farm toys .
• Using the faces provided in the décor art , transform mason jars into farm 

animals . These could be utilized for holding classroom supplies . 
• Schedule a class field trip to a local farm, apple orchard, pumpkin patch, or 

corn maze . This is a great way to make a home connection .
• Have a container of wet wipes ready for cleaning up after snacks and projects . 

Paint the container with red and white paint to look like barn doors .
• Use cardboard boxes to create a barn for students to play in .

Offering Method
Option 1: Use a toy tractor with a wagon attached to it to collect the offering . 

Option 2: Use a small metal pail or mason jar decorated like a farm animal to collect 
the offering .

Volunteers
Fill an apple basket with apple cutouts that are numbered . Place a corresponding 
number on each student’s chair or table spot in the classroom . When a volunteer 
is needed, select an apple from the container and call out the number to see which 
student will be your volunteer . This container can be kept on the prop shelving units 
in the stage area . 

     What Is in the TRP Digital Downloads?
In addition to visuals and helps for each lesson, the TRP has a “General Items” folder that contains the 
following:

• Attendance Chart
• Basic Timeline Visuals
• Classroom Décor
• Digital Postcards
• Home Connection Calendars
• Home Connection Devotionals
• JBQ Quizzes

• JBQ Verses
• Memory Chart
• Memory Farm Animal Stickers
• New Birth Handout
• Open House Kit
• Spiritual IEP
• Student Information Form

• Teacher Training Article: 
“Children with Limited  
Verbal Skills”

• Unit Memory Verse (MV) 
Handouts

To download your digital resources, look for the code on the back of the TRP cover sheet .
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Timeline Option
To aid students in understanding where lesson events fall in relation to other events 
in the Bible, we recommend teachers create a timeline on a wall of the classroom . 

• Purchase straight-edge bulletin-board border in a solid color . Using a wall-safe 
adhesive, attach several pieces end-to-end as space permits . 

• From the TRP, print the timeline visuals  of Creation, Noah’s Ark, Abraham, 
Moses, King David, Jesus’ Crucifixion, and Jesus’ Return, as well as arrows . 

• Cut out the arrows and place them at the ends of your timeline to emphasize 
that it goes on beyond what is shown . 

• Over the left arrow, place the Creation visual . 
• Place the Crucifixion visual two-thirds of the way down the timeline .
• Between these visuals, place Noah’s Ark, Abraham, Moses, and King David 

respectively .
• Over the right arrow, place the Jesus’ Return visual . Cut out the WE ARE HERE 

arrow and place it next to this visual . 

During each lesson, place that lesson’s visuals on the timeline to show its location in 
relation to the other events students have learned . For a series with several lessons 
in a short time period, we suggest you create an extension above or below that 
“zooms in” on that section of time and then place the visuals along the extension in 
the order they occur . At the end of the quarter, leave the visuals up . Over time, you 
will create an extensive timeline .

Facebook
Join our Facebook group: Word Aflame Primary Curriculum Teachers . Interact with 
editors and Sunday school teachers . Share tips and gather ideas . Post pictures of 
your class and encourage others by posting what God is doing in your students’ lives .

Note: Before posting pictures of students, get parental permission using the student 
information form  . 

     Bible Quiz Option
Word Aflame is pleased to partner with UPCI Children’s Ministries to present a Junior Bible Quizzing (JBQ) activity as the 
last option for every lesson . The JBQ materials in the General Items of the digital resources  will permit you to study 
the material at your desired pace . 

For 2020–21, JBQ is studying the Book of Mark . This material will be used through the summer of 2021, so do not feel 
the need to get through all the verses this quarter .

Start the quarter by sending students home with one set of verses . Each week, based on their comprehension of the 
material, choose whether to send home a new set of verses or tell students to study last week’s verses again . 

Option 3 of each lesson describes a fun activity to help your students recall the material . Use the JBQ Quizzes  that 
correspond to the JBQ Verses  studied by your students . 
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Unit 1
Lessons from Daniel

Unit Aim
Students will examine the life of 
Daniel to learn how our actions 
allow God’s goodness in our lives.

Unit Bible Verses
Daniel 2:20–22

Scripture Text
Daniel 1

Bible Lesson Verse
Daniel 1:8

Bible Point
God wants us to be holy.

Life Application
I will separate myself  
to please God.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Farm Animal Soundtrack , scrambled eggs, bacon, milk, plates, cups, forks, napkins, 
offering container, attendance charts (ap) , markers, popcorn kernels, mini glue dots, Play-Doh

Opening Activity: Prior to class, practice the object lesson.
New Birth poster (trp), shallow bowl of water, black pepper, toothpick, dish soap

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Create a banquet table with a fancy tablecloth, dinnerware, and cloth napkins. On the 

table, place a pitcher of juice, rolls, and meat (e.g., fried or rotisserie chicken). Place a king’s 
crown at the head of the table.
Ask a helper to be Daniel. Provide him with Daniel’s monologue (trp)  and let him practice prior 
to class.
Bibles, robe for Daniel

Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), pencils, colored pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies necessary
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a unit 1 HC calendar (trp)  an AP cover, 

a lesson 1 HC devotion , and a Student Information Form .

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested songs: “Let Them See You” by JJ Weeks Band, “I Choose God” by Jackmans Family 
Band, “I Want to Be Like Jesus” from Group (posted on YouTube by Jeff Howe)

Memory Work: Prior to class, print out or write the words of verse 20 on copy paper. Cut out the words 
or phrases and tape them to the bottom of students’ chairs.
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , markers, Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Prepare a zipper bag for each student containing at least 10 of each: M&Ms, Skittles, and 

Smarties. Small cups (1 per student), timer
Option 2: White cardstock (1 sheet per student), blue painter’s tape, scissors, black markers
Option 3: Select and print one set of JBQ Verses  for students to take home. Research Junior Bible 

Quizzing at the website, www.najbq.com.  

Looking Ahead
Lesson 2 recommends using an owl pellet dissection kit as part of the opening activity (page 13).

DANIEL REFUSES  
THE KING’S MEAT
Daniel Chooses to Stay Holy

September 6
2020

1
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Introduce students to the new theme . Play the Farm Animal soundtrack  . Invite 
students to explore the room décor .

Share a farm-style breakfast of scrambled eggs and bacon with your students . Select a 
volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God wants us to be holy.

Give each student an attendance chart (ap)  and a marker . Have students write their 
names on their charts and glue one popcorn kernel to a blank space on the corn in 
the harvest scene .

Opening Activity: The Choice to Please God
Have you ever made a bad choice because you were pressured by the people around 
you? . . . There will always be opportunities to give in to the choices of those around 
you. It is tempting to choose to fit in, be popular, and take the easier road. 

• What are some situations where others may ask you to fit in with the crowd? 

Sprinkle pepper into the shallow bowl of water . This pepper represents the bad 
choices we sometimes make when we give in to peer pressure. However, by 
saturating our lives in the presence of God, we equip ourselves to withstand that 
peer pressure. 

• How can we saturate ourselves with the presence of God? 

We saturate ourselves with the presence of God through faith in His Word, faithful 
church attendance, prayer, and fasting. Have the class read through the New Birth 
poster (trp) . Being full of the Holy Ghost also helps us to stand against peer pressure. 

Optional Activity: Let students create 
a model of their favorite farm animal 
out of Play-Doh.

Option: Let students conduct the 
object lesson in small groups.

     Teacher Devotional
Read Daniel 1 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
In responding to God’s desire for us to be holy, we must seek His presence as we consider our 
presentation . Daniel did not want to look holy; he wanted to be holy . Holiness begins when God’s Spirit 
flows through us to shape our actions and bring about His purposes .

To You as a Teacher
Holiness does not begin with knowing what to do; it begins with knowing whose you are . Whether dining 
in the den with kings or lions, Daniel knew he was a child of God and all sustenance begins with God . We 
must first learn to engage with God to understand how to be separated for His purpose .

To Your Students
Being like Jesus includes being holy . We are called to be set apart for God . Teach your students that 
being holy is a positive thing . It brings us closer to God, allows others to see God through us, and 
results in great blessings .

Daniel 1:8 says, “Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself .” Daniel was prepared to 
follow God’s instructions during difficult times . It is vital that our students know where they stand on issues 
before they are placed in situations that will require them to take a stand . Encourage your students to 
prepare for when problems come their way, to practice how they can be holy in difficult situations .
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Dip the toothpick into the dish soap to represent being saturated in God’s presence . 
Then when we encounter moments of peer pressure to be like everyone else, we are 
strong enough to stand out from the crowd and be separate. Put the soap-saturated 
tip of the toothpick into the middle of the floating pepper . The pepper will disperse 
to the edge of the bowl . Holiness is simply a desire to separate from the world in 
devotion to God. 

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever been asked to do something you knew you 

should not do? Did you feel nervous or intimidated? 

Bible Lesson: Daniel Chooses to Stay Holy (Daniel 1)
This story will primarily be told as a monologue by Daniel . Encourage your actor to 
get into character . 

Daniel: Enter and pick up the crown on the table . As I sat at the king’s table, I 
felt very nervous and intimidated. Point to the glass of juice and the tasty meat 
on the table . Back in Jerusalem, my Hebrew family had always followed God’s 
commandments and guidelines about food. I loved God and wanted to please Him. 

When King Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem, he took my people and my family 
captive. The king’s servants picked the sons of Hebrew princes and kings who 
they thought looked strong and attractive. They planned to train us for leadership 
in Babylon.

Teacher: Ask students: How do you think Daniel felt about being selected for this role?

Daniel: I must admit, I felt honored to be chosen. My friends Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego felt honored too. What an opportunity, . . . or so we thought. When 
we arrived at the king’s table that day, we realized we had some tough choices 
coming our way. 

Have a student read Daniel 1:8 (the Bible Lesson Verse) . 

Daniel: The food looked and smelled so delicious. We had no idea how it tasted 
because we had never seen it before. It was all forbidden food—food forbidden by 
Jewish law. For us to be holy, God had commanded us not to eat certain foods—
these foods. 

I turned to my friends and said, “I know it looks good, guys, but this is not what 
we eat.” My friends stared at me with question marks in their eyes. “Look, guys,” 
I pleaded, “the Babylonians have already changed our names. We are learning 
their language, we are far from our families, and everything feels strange. Yet . . . 
we still belong to God. I will not defile myself by eating the king’s dinner. I want to 
remain holy for our God.”

My anger boiled as I thought about the night we were captured and forced to 
leave our homes. I continued my plea. “First, King Nebuchadnezzar overthrew 
Jehoiakim, the king of Judah. Next, he took control of Jerusalem. Then he sent 
his guys after us. He wants to train us for his service, all because we are ‘strong, 
handsome, and smart.’ No matter how much he tries to change us, we still belong 
to God, and we must draw the line somewhere.” Draw an imaginary line .

I could tell my friends were not quite convinced because they were starving, so I 
hurried to find the king’s official, Melzar, who was quite fond of me. I said, “Hey, 
Melzar, how about you let us eat vegetables instead of meat and drink water 
instead of wine? What d’ya say, old buddy, old pal?”

“No way,” he replied. “If you guys become thin and weak, the king will have me 
beheaded for not doing my job.”

Bible Lesson Verse
“But Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king's meat, 
nor with the wine which he drank: 
therefore he requested of the prince 
of the eunuchs that he might not 
defile himself” (Daniel 1:8).
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“I tell you what—why don’t you give us a test run? For ten days let us eat food and 
drink that our God approves of—veggies and water—and at the end of ten days, 
you will see. God will make us stronger and healthier than all the other young 
men who are eating the king’s food.” 

Melzar agreed . . . and guess what happened. God showed Melzar and the king 
that we were better off without their food. They may not have understood how 
God’s holiness was reflected in our lives, but they were able to see that we were 
stronger and healthier than all the others. Our choice of food kept us holy and 
undefiled, so God blessed us with great health.

Teacher: God did indeed show that Daniel and his friends were better off sticking to 
His commands. After ten days, Daniel and his friends looked better and stronger 
than all the other young men who had been eating the king’s food. God honored 
their faithfulness. 

Have a student read Daniel 1:17 .

Daniel: God honored our faithfulness. 

Teacher: Ask students: According to the verse, what happened because of their 
faithfulness to the Lord? Their knowledge, wisdom, and skill increased.

Daniel: God wants us to be holy. Do you trust Him? . . . Then let your choices reflect 
His holiness. If you choose to be separate from things that do not please God, He 
will lead you to tremendous blessings, just like He did for me and my friends. Exit .

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will separate myself to please God .

Holiness is a choice we make to please God . We choose to separate ourselves from 
ungodly things in order to please Him .

Hand out activity papers (page 1), colored pencils, and pencils . Read each scenario 
on the activity paper and discuss possible responses that would encourage holiness . 
Students will illustrate the response they would give in each situation . 

• You walk up to a group of friends who are gossiping and making fun of the new 
girl in the youth group. What can you say to be separate and holy?

• A friend invites you over to see the cool stuff he found in his older brother’s 
room. His parents won’t get home until much later. What choice should you 
make to be sure you stay holy?

• A classmate forgot to study and wants to copy your answers during the exam. 
She says, “Everyone helps friends in tough spots. What’s the big deal?” What 
can you say in return that would please the Lord?

Option: If time permits, ask students to brainstorm and role-play additional 
situations where they can choose holiness .

Prayer and Call to Action
Sometimes God may ask us to separate ourselves from bad choices because He 
wants us to be holy. This might mean standing up for what is right, even when 
everyone else wants to do the wrong thing. This might mean resisting negative peer 
pressure. Every day we should choose holiness, which might require us to become 
separate, like Daniel and his friends. 

Take a moment to think of an area in your own life where you may be having trouble 
choosing to be holy. It could be the clothes you wear, the music you listen to, or the 
video games you play. Close your eyes and picture yourself making the right choice. 

Daniel 1:17
As for these four children, God gave 
them knowledge and skill in all 
learning and wisdom: and Daniel 
had understanding in all visions and 
dreams. 
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Now let’s pray for strength and joy as we make the choices to be holy and separate. 
Daniel learned that holiness and separation brought benefits that elevated him 
among his peers. God will do the same in your life as you choose to be holy. 

Spend time seeking the Lord for each student . Pray that God will give each student 
the boldness to stand out from the crowd and the strength to stand up for what is 
right . Ask God to open your students’ eyes to the benefits of living a holy life . 

Home Connection
• For each student, send home the unit 1 HC calendar (trp)  and the lesson 1 HC 

devotion , or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they 
can download it themselves .

• Send home the cover of the activity paper, showing parents how the back 
contains the memory work for the entire quarter .

• Use the Student Information Forms  to get contact information from parents . 
This will be used to establish a home connection throughout the quarter .

• This week contact parents and explain the quarter’s theme .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Lead students in a sincere worship session of surrender and commitment while 
listening to the suggested songs: 

• “Let Them See You” by JJ Weeks Band

• “I Choose God” by Jackmans Family Band

• “I Want to Be Like Jesus” from Group (posted on YouTube by Jeff Howe)

Memory Work: Daniel 2:20–22
Read Daniel 2:20–22 together using the unit 1 MV poster (trp) . Explain any phrases or 
words your students may not understand . Then focus on verse 20, “Daniel answered 
and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his.”

Daniel was acknowledging the Lord’s wisdom as well as thanking Him for giving 
wisdom and understanding. 

• Based on what we learned about Daniel today, why did he do that? He was 
praising God for the wisdom, understanding, and favor God had given him after 
he refused to defile himself.

Read through verse 20 a few times . Once students seem familiar with the verse, ask 
them to look under their seats . If they have a word or phrase under their seat, they 
are in a “hot seat .” They must grab the word and rush to the front to put themselves 
in word order to complete the verse . If time permits, pass out the words or phrases 
again and assemble the verse again . 

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

Unit 1 Memory Verses
“20Daniel answered and said, 
Blessed be the name of God for ever 
and ever: for wisdom and might are 
his: 21And he changeth the times and 
the seasons: he removeth kings, and 
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to 
them that know understanding: 
22He revealeth the deep and secret 
things: he knoweth what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwelleth 
with him.”
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper Daniel’s Wise Choices

On the activity paper (page 2), students sort through the foods, choosing only the 
items Daniel would have eaten . Using the words printed in the fruits and vegetables, 
students fill in the blanks of Daniel’s speech bubble to reveal his answer: i will 
separate myself to please God .

God wants us to be holy. How can we be holy? By separating ourselves to please 
God above all others. Discuss ways to please God . Consider actions, attitudes, 
words, thoughts, worship, friendships, and time .

Option 1: Smarties Stand Out
Give each student a zipper bag of candy and a small cup . Time students as they 
separate the Smarties out of the mixed candies . Time them again as they pick out only 
the Skittles . Discuss how it was easier to distinguish the Smarties from the group . 

Reiterate the importance of separation from the world and how blessed it is to not 
blend in . Allow students to eat their candy as a “benefit” of being set apart .

Option 2: Still Holy
Hand out sheets of cardstock, blue painter’s tape, scissors, and black markers . 

• Using the blue painter’s tape, students make the word HOLY on their paper, the 
bigger the better . 

• Using the black marker, students write things the world tries to convince us to 
do that are wrong . They should write all over the whole paper including over the 
tape . You may need to help them brainstorm words (e .g ., lie, cheat, steal) . 

• Once the papers are significantly covered in black words, students peel the 
painter’s tape off to reveal the word HOLY . 

People everywhere will try to convince us to choose to fit in. No matter what, God 
helps us choose to do what is right and live a separate and blessed life. 

• How does the new-birth experience help us to be holy?

Option 3: JBQ Introduction
Introduce the concept of Junior Bible Quizzing . Hand out one set of JBQ Verses  . 
Explain that each week, a fun activity will help students review the material . 

Option: If you have some JBQ games for the upcoming quarter prepared, show 
students some activities they will be playing . 

See page 6 for more information on 
the JBQ option.

PM Fall20 TM.indd   12PM Fall20 TM.indd   12 4/7/20   5:26 PM4/7/20   5:26 PM



13

Unit 1
Lessons from Daniel

Unit Aim
Students will examine the life of 
Daniel to learn how our actions 
allow God’s goodness in our lives.

Unit Bible Verses
Daniel 2:20–22

Scripture Text
Daniel 2

Bible Lesson Verse
Daniel 2:19

Bible Point
God is in control.

Life Application
I will trust God to reveal His plan.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Owl pellet dissection kit (optional), natural items (e.g., rocks, leaves, bones, fossils), 
magnifying glasses and microscopes, table, hand sanitizer, offering container, attendance charts 
(ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots

Opening Activity: Tray of 25 common items, cloth to cover tray of items, paper (1 sheet per student), 
pens, timer

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Bibles, gold scarf, aluminum foil, brown fabric, black knee-high socks, black or brown 

shoes, Kingdom signs (trp)  tape, large stone, Daniel Interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
Bible art (trp) 

Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), pencils, music to “Everything” by TobyMac (lyric video posted 

on YouTube by Music Meets Heaven)
Prayer and Call to Action: Whiteboard and markers, New Birth poster (trp)
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a lesson 2 HC devotion . For students 

who have not received one yet, print a unit 1 HC calendar (trp) . Prepare to send postcards (trp) 
 or greeting cards to students.

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: For each small group, print the lyrics  for “I Find You”  by Jessica Graham and Abraham 
LaVoi from Best of PPH Kids Music 2018.

Memory Work: Hang the four Verse 21 task cards (trp)  around the room.
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils, crayons, Bibles
Option 1: Prior to class, ask one or two strong men to come to class and safely arm wrestle with students.

Whiteboard and marker, table, chairs
Option 2: Cover the table with a plastic tablecloth.

Paint, paintbrushes, smocks or large T-shirts, paper (1 sheet per student), cups of water, paper towels
Option 3: Set up a ring toss game of your choice (either homemade or store bought).

JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

DANIEL INTERPRETS  
NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM
The Statue and the Rock

September 13
2020

2
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Option: Set up an owl pellet dissection kit on a table . Let students examine the owl 
pellet using the magnifying glasses and discuss their findings . As you perform the 
dissection, point out the various details of the owl pellet . 

If an owl pellet dissection kit is not feasible, place some rocks, leaves, grass, fur, 
bones, and other natural items and let students study the objects with a magnifying 
glass or microscope . 

God created so many amazing things. He put great detail into each creation. He is in 
control of big things and little things.

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God is in 
control . Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: What Did You See?
Keep the tray of twenty-five items covered until you are ready to begin . Distribute 
paper and pens to students . Lift the cover from the tray and give students one 
minute to look . When the minute is up, cover the tray . Give students three minutes to 
write everything they remember . 

When time is called, uncover the tray again . On their papers, students circle and 
total the items they remembered correctly .

• Did you expect to remember everything you saw? Were you surprised?

Even when we know we are supposed to see and remember everything, it is nearly 
impossible with our limited abilities. 

It is amazing when we realize God sees everything. He knows everything. He 
remembers everything. He is in control. He makes the sun to shine. He chooses the 
color of our eyes. He answers those prayers no one else knows we have prayed. He 
is our Creator and worthy of all glory and honor.

     Teacher Devotional
Read Daniel 2 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
John 8:32 states, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free .” While Nebuchadnezzar 
brought bondage to God’s people with his conquering power, he was simply a pawn in the hands of 
the Creator . God is always in control and capable of bringing freedom to those in exilic circumstances, 
sometimes using the very things that first brought bondage .

To You as a Teacher
Sometimes the storm is the agent of deliverance . Circumstances do not control the direction of our 
lives . This authority belongs in the hands of God . Whatever situation we find ourselves in, we can trust 
God will reveal His character and fulfill His purposes .

To Your Students
Our culture is opposed to God . Your students may battle depression, anger, peer pressure, immorality, 
and other sin as a result . Oftentimes we do not know the battles they are fighting, so we must pray that 
God would give us discernment and understanding and instruct us how to best reach our students . 

Encourage your students to know that God is in control of their lives, no matter how challenging the 
situation might be . Remind them to give God praise for His work in their lives .
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RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever had a funny dream? What happened in the 

dream? Have you ever had a dream and wondered if it meant anything?

Bible Lesson: The Statue and the Rock (Daniel 2)
Instruct students to find Daniel 2 in their Bibles . God sometimes speaks to people 
through dreams. If you have ever had the feeling that a dream might mean 
something, ask God. He will tell you. 

• Does anyone remember what we talked about last week? Recap lesson one .

In Daniel 2, King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. He was so troubled by his dream 
that he could not go back to sleep. No matter how hard he tried, he could not 
remember what his dream was about. 

He was desperate to find out what his dream was and what it meant, so he reached 
out to anyone he thought might be able to interpret it—his officials, magicians, 
fortune-tellers, astrologers, and sorcerers. His request really was crazy though. He 
demanded, “Tell me what I dreamt and what it means. If no one can tell me, I will 
have you all killed, but I will greatly honor the one who can tell me.”

No one can do that, right? . . . Well, that’s what they told him. King Nebuchadnezzar 
became irate and ordered that every wise man be killed. Unfortunately, since they 
were in training for the king’s service, this included Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego. 

• How do you think Daniel and his friends felt when they heard the news of the 
king’s command? 

When the king’s royal guard, Arioch, told Daniel about the king’s command to have 
him killed, Daniel probably felt nervous and fearful, but he had an idea. Even though 
he did not know what the king had dreamed, he knew God knows everything. Daniel 
petitioned the king for extra time so he could ask God for the king’s dream and its 
meaning. The king agreed.

Daniel went home and asked his friends to pray. “Please ask for God’s mercy to 
explain what the king has seen in his dream. Otherwise, we will all die with the 
other wise men of Babylon.”

And God did. Late that night God revealed the dream and its meaning to Daniel in a 
vision. Have a student read Daniel 2:20–22 from the Bible or the unit 1 MV poster (trp) .

Daniel was so relieved and thankful that he had to stop and praise God. Do you 
know what a praise break is? Sometimes you just have to jump, shout “hallelujah,” 
dance, or do some other form of praise. Have you ever had a praise break? 
Encourage students to take a moment for a praise break . After Daniel’s praise break, 
he was able to go in and talk to the king. 

The king probably looked at Daniel with a smirk. “So you think you can tell me what 
I dreamed and explain it too?”

Daniel replied, “Pfft . . . no. That would be crazy. I cannot do that. No one can. No 
one, that is, except the God of the universe. There is one who sees all—the one who 
is in control. He can. I asked Him to show me so I could show you, and He did. Daniel 
began to explain to the king the image he had seen in his dream. 

Select a student to stand by a wall . In the dream, the king saw an enormous, 
dazzling statue. 

• The head was made of gold. Wrap student’s head with the gold scarf . This 
represented the king’s Babylonian empire. Attach sign to the wall next to the 
correct body part .

Bible Lesson Verse
“Then was the secret revealed unto 
Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel 
blessed the God of heaven”  
(Daniel 2:19).

Daniel 2:20–22
Daniel answered and said, Blessed 
be the name of God for ever and 
ever: for wisdom and might are his: 
and he changeth the times and the 
seasons: he removeth kings, and 
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to 
them that know understanding: 
he revealeth the deep and secret 
things: he knoweth what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwelleth 
with him.
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• The chest and arms were made of silver. Wrap aluminum foil around the 
student’s chest and arms . This represented Medo-Persia. Hang sign . 

• The belly and thighs were formed from bronze. Ask student to wrap brown fabric 
around the midsection . This represented the Greek empire. Hang sign . 

• The legs were made of iron. Ask student to put on the black socks . This 
represented the Roman empire. Hang sign .

• The feet were made of a mixture of iron and clay. Ask student to put on the 
shoes . This represented future kingdoms or the end times. Hang sign . 

Show Daniel Interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream Bible art (trp)  . Show the stone . 
Then a large stone hit the base of the statue, and it fell to pieces. Volunteer falls to 
the ground . That stone became a huge mountain, dominating the whole horizon. 

What? No way! The king could not believe this. Daniel was right. That was exactly 
what the king had dreamed. Daniel explained that the rock referred to the Lord 
reigning for one thousand years. Those who will live for Jesus—that Kingdom will 
never be destroyed.

The king fell on his face in awe and said, “Your God is the God. He solves all 
mysteries. I know because He solved this mystery.” The king recognized the one 
true God who was in control.

As promised, the king promoted Daniel as chief of governors to lead all of Babylon’s 
wise men. Daniel sat in the king’s royal court. At Daniel’s request, the king 
appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to help with the governmental 
affairs of Babylon. 

Daniel knew God was in control. He had dedicated his life to serve God. Even when 
he was afraid of being killed, Daniel trusted God to reveal His plan. When Daniel 
prayed for wisdom and asked his friends to pray, God answered, provided the need, 
and added the blessing of promotion.

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will trust God to reveal His plan .

Have you ever been afraid and worried about the future or how a situation would 
work out?

Pass out the activity papers (page 1) and pencils . Let students work in groups, 
listening to the song “Everything” by TobyMac, to fill in the blanks . Once they have 
all the words, allow five minutes for groups to create a way to “act out” or mime the 
lyrics . Then have each group present their actions while the music plays . 

These lyrics are a reminder that God has a plan. He is in everything. When we take 
time to notice, we can see, hear, and feel Him. It makes it easier to trust Him when 
we know He is always there. 

At the bottom of the activity paper, students write about a time when they knew God 
was in control .

Prayer and Call to Action
When we are going through a difficult time, the enemy loves to make us to think 
we are alone. He wants us to feel confused and scared. I am sure those thoughts 
tried to creep into Daniel’s mind when he heard he was going to be killed. He 
remembered the truth. He had friends who could pray with him and for him, and, 
most importantly, he had a God who could help him. What a relief! 

That is important for us to remember too. Do not believe everything you think. Speak 
truth in those moments. On the whiteboard, let students write examples of truth 
according to God’s Word (e .g ., Jesus loves me; I am not alone; God will guide me) . 
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We also have church leaders and friends we can ask to pray for us when we need 
God’s mercy and direction. Studying God’s Word and listening carefully in prayer 
helps us understand His plan and purpose for our lives. It also helps us understand 
His rescue plan. Review the New Birth poster (trp) . 

Lead the class in prayer and encourage students to surrender to the Lord and allow 
the Holy Spirit to lead their lives .

Home Connection
• For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of unit 1 HC 

calendar (trp) . 
• For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 2 HC devotion , or show 

parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it 
themselves .

• This week send a postcard (trp)  or greeting card to each student . Remind 
students that God is in control of their lives .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Form small groups . Give each group the lyrics to “I Find You”  by Jessica Graham 
and Abraham LaVoi . 

Challenge groups to create actions for the lyrics before listening to the music . Play 
the music and have each group present their actions . 

These lyrics remind us that God has a plan. He is in everything. When we take time 
to notice, we can see, hear, and feel Him. We can trust Him.

Memory Work: Daniel 2:20–22
Using the unit 1 MV poster (trp), recite Daniel 2:20–22 together . Challenge students 
to recite verse 20 (last week’s focus) from memory . 

Students will focus on memorizing verse 21 today, “And he changeth the times and 
the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the 
wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding.” 

Students will “race” around the room to each Verse 21 task card (trp) , completing 
each task as they say that portion of the Scripture out loud . Each portion of Scripture 
should be repeated five times before moving on to the next card .

• “And he changeth the times and the seasons” (jumping jacks)
• “He removeth kings, and setteth up kings” (burpees)
• “He giveth wisdom unto the wise” (sit-ups)
• “And knowledge to them that know understanding” (run in place) 

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

The MP3 and lyrics for “I Find You” 
are provided in the TRP’s digital 
resources.

Unit 1 Memory Verses
“20Daniel answered and said, 
Blessed be the name of God for ever 
and ever: for wisdom and might are 
his: 21And he changeth the times and 
the seasons: he removeth kings, and 
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to 
them that know understanding: 
22He revealeth the deep and secret 
things: he knoweth what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwelleth 
with him.”
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Dreaming in Color

On the activity paper (page 2), students use the descriptions given in Daniel 
2:32–45 to list and color the parts of the statue . Discuss what this dream and its 
interpretation revealed . 

What did Daniel’s interpretation of the dream prove? At the bottom of the page, 
students complete the Life Application by adding the consonants into the blanks: 
God is in control . 

We do not need to have a dream of a big statue in order to realize God is in 
control. We have evidence all around us. Ask students to identify ways they know 
God is in control .

Option 1: Rest or Wrestle?
On the whiteboard write: REST and wRESTle . Have your prepared volunteer(s) come 
into the classroom and sit at a table .

You have a choice in every situation—to REST or to wRESTle. The word REST is 
tucked inside the word wRESTle, but we don’t see it. So often we end up wrestling 
with our thoughts and our feelings instead of just resting and waiting for God to 
reveal His plan. 

Ask for a student volunteer to arm wrestle the strong man volunteer(s) . If time allows, 
give other students the opportunity to arm wrestle .

Wrestling may be fun or seem like the right idea at the time, but it wears us out and 
leaves us tired and even sore. We need to rest. When you are in a situation and you 
feel tired and hurt, remember that God’s plan is not for you to wrestle. His plan is for 
you to rest in Him. Trust Him and wait on Him. His ways are better than our ways. 

Give the strong man volunteer(s) the opportunity to encourage students to pray and 
wait patiently for God to reveal His plan .

Option 2: You Are His Masterpiece
Provide paint supplies . Design a picture. It can be anything you want to create. The 
only rule is you must do your best. Give students time to work on their pictures . As 
they work, give them words of encouragement . 

• Did you do your best? Are you proud of what you created? 
• If your creation got ripped, would you fix it or tell it to fix itself? 
• If something spilled on it, would you help dry it or just leave it? 

You are God’s creation. He is proud of you. He did His best on you. He is not going to 
just leave you alone and hope you turn out okay. He is invested in you and will never 
leave you. He is the God of all wisdom and power. He is our Creator and Lord.

Option 3: JBQ Ring Toss
Students will be given a question to answer . If the student does NOT answer the 
question correctly, they get one ring to toss . If the student DOES answer the question 
correctly, they get three rings to toss . For every ring that makes it around the stake, 
they earn a piece of candy or prize .

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses  . 
Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again .

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews .

Answers: Gold, silver, brass, iron, 
iron and clay
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Unit 1
Lessons from Daniel

Unit Aim
Students will examine the life of 
Daniel to learn how our actions 
allow God’s goodness in our lives.

Unit Bible Verses
Daniel 2:20–22

Scripture Text
Daniel 4:28–37

Bible Lesson Verse
Daniel 4:37

Bible Point
God requires humility.

Life Application
I will let God control my life.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Optional: Bag of horse or cow manure (or rotten food), hand sanitizer
Offering container, attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots

Opening Activity: Practice object lesson prior to class. 
Balloons (2 per student), tape, straight pins

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: King’s robe and crown, Bibles, BeanBoozled jellybeans, cups of water, mints, trash can

Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: Cut strips of paper to make paper chains. You will also need pens and a stapler.
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a lesson 3 HC devotion . For students 

who have not received one yet, print a unit 1 HC calendar (trp) . 
Optional: Plan a class family trip to the apple orchard and prepare to send home invites.

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested songs: “Lord, I Give You My Heart,” “Trust in You” by Lauren Daigle
Memory Work: Walkie talkies (1 pair per team), unit 1 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory 

Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Flip-flops (1 pair per student), ribbon or fabric strips, permanent markers, New Birth poster (trp)
Option 2: No supplies necessary
Option 3: Write the verse references from the JBQ Verses  on a whiteboard. Option: Write them on a 

shower curtain or on cardstock that can be used over and over.
JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses , 2 fly swatters

NEBUCHADNEZZAR  
CAME TO GOD
Nebuchadnezzar Learned Humility

September 20
2020

3
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

I have something very special for you today. I will pass this bag around and let you 
smell what is in it. Pass around bag of manure or rotten food . 

• What would happen if you were walking around a farm and fell into a pile of 
garbage, rotten food, or horse manure? How would you feel?

You would probably be embarrassed. As a result, you would not look or smell very 
good. Sin is the same. If we sin, we do not “look” or “smell” very good to God. 
Today we will focus on a big sin people sometimes forget about—the sin of pride.

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God 
requires humility. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: Humble Pop
Pride means being “puffed up,” thinking too highly of yourself, thinking you are 
better than others, or acting as if you are invincible. 

• What happens when we allow ourselves to be filled with pride? 

Let’s pretend this balloon is us, and the air we blow into it is pride. Give each 
student one balloon . Encourage students to blow up the balloons as big as they can 
until they pop . 

Just like the balloon, too much pride will make us pop. The only way to prevent 
ourselves from “popping” from pride is to stay humble. To do that, we give credit 
where credit is due, and we do not let people’s compliments go to our heads. We 
stay humble by remembering we would not be where we are if it were not for God 
and others. 

     Teacher Devotional
Read Daniel 4:28–37 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
Daniel 4 repeatedly reveals the greatness of God . In all His actions, God is great . When God interrupts a 
prosperous life with a dream, and when He brings meaning and revelation to that dream, God is great . 
He is great as He waits for repentance and as He brings restoration . God’s greatness demands a humble 
response .

To You as a Teacher
God longs for His children to participate in revealing His glory to all of creation . While we humbly walk 
with Him, embarking on the Great Commission, we must always be mindful that we are the reflection 
and He is the source . How can we reflect God’s character in our lives and through our relationships?

To Your Students
From sports to video gaming to social-media likes to bottle flipping competitions—today’s children 
have a constant desire to be the best . They struggle with pride and view humility as a weakness . Media 
influences them to believe that if they are not the best, they are inferior in some way .

Our students need to understand who they are in God . He is the one who created them, and He is in control 
of their lives . They need to know He loves them, and they can trust Him to lead them into eternal blessings .
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Let’s try something with a new balloon. Give each student another balloon . Instruct 
students to blow the balloons halfway up, but do not tie them off . Then help 
students put a piece of tape on their balloons . After the tape is placed, help them 
use a pin to slowly and carefully put some holes through the tape . You might think 
this will pop your balloon, but it really helps keep it full without popping. Encourage 
students to keep blowing the balloons up bigger . Notice that they do not pop now. 
There is a place for the extra air to go. 

There is nothing wrong with being satisfied with something we accomplished, or 
feeling confident or sure about our abilities, but we must make sure those thoughts 
and feelings come out without bragging. We must show gratitude and thankfulness 
to God and to others, knowing that God really is in control. That will keep us from 
popping from pride.

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever eaten something that tasted like grass? What 

would need to happen to make you eat grass?

Bible Lesson: Nebuchadnezzar Learned Humility (Daniel 4:28–37)
Briefly review the first two lessons . 

• Remind students of King Nebuchadnezzar’s capture of Daniel and his friends . 
• Discuss how Daniel chose to obey God in every situation . 
• Remind students of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and how Daniel interpreted it . 

Ask students to look up Daniel 4 in their Bibles . In this chapter, God taught 
King Nebuchadnezzar an important lesson. Dress a student in a robe as King 
Nebuchadnezzar, placing a crown on the student’s head .

King Nebuchadnezzar tiptoes across the room . One day while King Nebuchadnezzar 
was walking on the roof of his palace, he looked at the great big city around him and 
said, “I built this city. It is a great city, and I am a great king.” King Nebuchadnezzar 
puffs out his chest and points to himself . Although he played a part in making the 
city great, it was not all him. 

Ask students to find and read Daniel 4:30–32 . God did not like seeing the king so 
prideful. God loved the king so much that He was willing to do something drastic. 

God told Nebuchadnezzar, “Your power is going to be taken away from you. You will 
leave your home and live in the forest with the wild animals. You will eat grass like 
the cows.” King Nebuchadnezzar moos and pretends to eat grass . 

With a trash can handy, give each student a BeanBoozled jellybean . While some of 
these jellybeans may be delicious, half of them are some nasty flavors. While some 
claim to taste like juicy pear, birthday cake, or peach, other identical beans claim 
to taste like rotten egg, dead fish, or barf. Is your jellybean delicious or disgusting? 
You can only know by tasting it. Do you dare eat your jellybean? Allow a few minutes 
for students to try the jellybeans and react . 

• Would you rather eat another jellybean of the same flavor or a handful of grass?

The king lost his mind. He could not think right, act right, or talk right. His men 
kicked him out of the palace because he was acting so crazy. Day and night, hot 
or cold, he lived in the wild and ate grass. For seven long years, his hair grew and 
looked like feathers, and his nails grew long like a bird’s claws. He was a sad 
sight—wild and homeless.

After seven years, he finally realized a very important lesson: God is the Most High 
King. God alone makes kings and builds kingdoms. God gives and God can take 
away. God is the greatest King of all—not Nebuchadnezzar.

• How do you think the people in Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom responded when he 

Bible Lesson Verse
“Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise 
and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, 
and his ways judgment: and those 
that walk in pride he is able to 
abase” (Daniel 4:37).

Daniel 4:30–32
The king spake, and said, Is not 
this great Babylon, that I have built 
for the house of the kingdom by 
the might of my power, and for the 
honour of my majesty? While the 
word was in the king’s mouth, there 
fell a voice from heaven, saying, O 
king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is 
spoken; The kingdom is departed 
from thee. And they shall drive thee 
from men, and thy dwelling shall 
be with the beasts of the field: they 
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, 
and seven times shall pass over 
thee, until thou know that the most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will.
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was eating grass like a cow? 
• What would you think if you saw your leader living like that? 
• If God did this to you, how long would it take you to learn about humility? 

Ask students to read Daniel 4:36 . 

Just as prophesied, it did take seven years for the king’s heart to change. Finally he 
humbled himself and voiced praises to God. Although what happened to him might 
seem mean, it beats the alternative. God could have allowed King Nebuchadnezzar 
to continue being prideful and watch him fall. But God loved him so much, He put 
Nebuchadnezzar through a difficult season to give him a chance to change. God 
requires humility of His people. 

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will let God control my life .

• Who here likes to be controlled? Take a vote.

While we do not like to be controlled, in reality, many areas of our lives are 
controlled by outside forces. For example, the weather might control how you dress, 
what is in the fridge might control what you eat, your parents might control where 
you go, and your teacher might control your homework load. It is simply part of life 
to have some of our choices controlled or influenced by others.

There are some things, however, that only we can control: our thoughts, words, 
attitudes, and reactions. While controlling these can seem difficult sometimes, we 
can allow God to help us. He wants to help us, but we have to let Him. His ways are 
better than our ways. 

Distribute the activity papers (page 1) and pencils . 

• Under the PRIDE controller, write ways we show pride . In the attached screen, 
draw a scenario where someone might be prideful .

• Under the HUMILITY controller, write ways we show humility . In the attached 
screen, draw a scenario where someone might show humility .

Discuss ways we can show pride and ways we can show humility . Humility is 
important to God. It shows we believe God is in control.

Prayer and Call to Action
Pride can hold us hostage. It can keep us from receiving God’s blessing because it 
is a sin. It makes God (and others) unhappy when we are prideful or think we are 
better than others. 

Discuss areas of pride where students may struggle, such as: 

• Thinking you are better than someone when you receive a higher grade on a test . 
• Acting like you cleaned the whole house when a sibling helped .
• Bragging on yourself instead of letting others say nice things about you .

On strips of paper, have students write some areas of pride . Connect them like a chain . 

Pray together, asking God to help everyone in the class not to become prideful . 

God has heard our prayers and wants to help us be humble. God can break the 
chains of pride in our lives if we let Him. Give students permission to tear apart the 
chains. Pride can only hold us back if we let it. God can help us if we let Him. It is our 
choice. As easy as it was to break the paper chains of pride, it can be that easy for 
us to change our prideful ways with God’s help.

Daniel 4:36
At the same time my reason 
returned unto me; and for the glory 
of my kingdom, mine honour and 
brightness returned unto me; and 
my counsellors and my lords sought 
unto me; and I was established in my 
kingdom, and excellent majesty was 
added unto me.
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Home Connection
• For students who did not receive one last week, send home a copy of unit 1 HC 

calendar (trp) . 
• For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 3 HC devotion , or show 

parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it 
themselves .

• Plan a class family trip to a local apple orchard . Send invites this week .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Show students how to use their hands to make a heart shape . Students continue to 
make the heart shapes while worshiping and singing along with the suggested songs: 

• “Lord, I Give You My Heart” 
• “Trust in You” by Lauren Daigle

Memory Work: Daniel 2:20–22
Review the verses using the unit 1 MV poster (trp) . Challenge students to say verses 
20 and 21 from memory . Today focus on memorizing verse 22 . Recite the verse using 
different “controlling” voices (e .g ., as a boss, teacher, parent, older sibling) . 

Form two teams and have them line up on one side of the room . Choose one student 
from each team to be the controller . Give each controller a walkie talkie and send 
them to the opposite side of the room . Hand the other walkie talkies to the first 
student in each line .

• The first student will recite the memory verse into the walkie talkie . 

• The controller will then tell the student how to get to the other side of the room 
(e .g ., jump, skip, crawl, walk backward) . 

• The student hands the walkie talkie to the next person in line and follows the 
directions of the controller . 

• Once the student has reached the other side, the next student in line will recite 
the verse and repeat the process . 

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

Unit 1 Memory Verses
“20Daniel answered and said, 
Blessed be the name of God for ever 
and ever: for wisdom and might are 
his: 21And he changeth the times and 
the seasons: he removeth kings, and 
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to 
them that know understanding: 
22He revealeth the deep and secret 
things: he knoweth what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwelleth 
with him.”
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Prideful or Humble?

Using the activity papers (page 2), students take turns reading the statements and 
deciding as a group which attitude each statement describes: Prideful or Humble . 

• Have you ever met someone with one of these attitudes?
• Do any of these attitudes describe the way you sometimes act or think? 

Acknowledge that everyone should keep their attitudes in check . Discuss how to 
recognize prideful attitudes in ourselves and what we should do to change those 
attitudes .

Option 1: Walk Humbly
Give each student a pair of flip-flops . On one flip-flop, students write: WALK . On 
the other flip-flop, they write: HUMBLY . Students then decorate the flip-flops using 
markers and ribbon or fabric strips . 

If we walk humbly, we can hear God’s warnings, and pride will not be our downfall. 
Remember that God is in control of our lives. We need to let Him order, or direct, 
our steps.

Ask students to describe blessings they might receive by obeying God . Refer to the 
New Birth poster (trp) .

Option 2: Humility Says
Play a variation of Simon Says called Humility Says . The leader will state, “Humility 
says (insert statement) and (do action) .” 

• If it is something that reflects humility, students should do the action . For 
example, “Humility says to give thanks and touch your nose .” Students would 
touch their nose because giving thanks is an action of humility . 

• If it is something that reflects pride, students should not do the action . For 
example, “Humility says brag about yourself and spin around .” The students 
would not spin because bragging is an action of pride . 

If a student chooses the wrong side/action, that student is out . Play continues until 
you have a winner or time runs out .

Option 3: JBQ Swat-a-Verse
Show the verse references that have been written on the whiteboard (or shower 
curtain or cardstock) . Make two teams . Give a representative from each team a fly 
swatter . Say a key word or phrase from a verse . With their fly swatter, the students 
race to swat the verse that it is found in . They only get two tries .

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses  . 
Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again .

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews .
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CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Work gloves (1 pair per student), butcher paper, markers, offering container, attendance 
charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots

Opening Activity: On ping-pong balls, use marker to write good attitudes (e.g., joyful, kind, loving) and 
bad attitudes (e.g., selfish, prideful, grumpy), one attitude per ball. Each student needs one good 
attitude and one bad attitude. Place good attitudes in a box labeled good and bad attitudes in a 
box labeled BAD.
Activity papers (page 1), pencils

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Prepare to play the Banquet sound effect . Cover a small table with an elegant 

tablecloth. Add gold and silver goblets (these can be spray-painted plastic cups).
Bibles, plates, napkins, utensils, centerpiece, party blowers (1 per student), inflated balloon, pin, 
blacklight, white glove, posterboard mounted on wall, marker

Apply and Act
Life Application: Fire extinguisher, New Birth poster (trp) 
Prayer and Call to Action: Soft worship music, pencils, slips of paper (2 per student), paper bag
Home Connection: To prepare students for the new unit, copy the unit 2 HC calendar (trp) .  

Also copy the lesson 4 HC devotion  for each student .

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested songs: “Your Great Name” by Natalie Grand, “Revelation Song” by Kari Jobe
Memory Work: On 2 different colors of paper, print the unit 1 MV sheep , one set per color. Hide them 

around the room.
Unit 1 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Per team: Paper chain strips, marker, stapler
Option 2: Per student: Sheet of cardstock, pencil, 6 sticky notes
Option 3: Set up a bean bag game of your choice.

JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

Unit 1
Lessons from Daniel

Unit Aim
Students will examine the life of 
Daniel to learn how our actions 
allow God’s goodness in our lives.

Unit Bible Verses
Daniel 2:20–22

Scripture Text
Daniel 5:1–6:3

Bible Lesson Verse
Daniel 6:3

Bible Point
God is the King of kings.

Life Application
I will respect God’s authority.

DANIEL INTERPRETS THE 
WRITING ON THE WALL
Mene Mene, Tekel, Upharsin

September 27
2020

4
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Give students work gloves to wear while trying to draw farm animals on the butcher paper .

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God is the 
King of kings. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: Ping-pong Attitudes
Without looking at them, let each student select one ball from the good box and one 
from the bad box . Tell students to hide the ping-pong balls in their closed fists until 
everyone has chosen . 

Once everyone has two ping-pong balls, instruct students to open their hands and 
examine the attitudes they have chosen .

• How do you feel about the attitudes you selected?
• Would you like to share your thoughts about one or both of the attitudes?

Every day we choose whether we want to have a good or a bad attitude. Having a 
good attitude shows honor and respect to God, the King of kings, but sometimes it 
can be difficult to choose a good attitude. 

• What should we do if we are having difficulty choosing the right attitude? 

We can pray and ask God to help us choose good attitudes. We can also ask others 
to remind us to keep a good attitude during difficult situations.

Distribute the activity papers (page 1) and pencils . Students place the vowels to 
complete the words on the ping-pong balls . If the word represents a bad attitude, 
students draw an X over it .

     Teacher Devotional
Read Daniel 5:1–6:3 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
Leadership is temporary, but God is eternal . Kingdoms of this earth will come and go, as do their kings . 
The great constant is not their power nor their reign, but the source from whom they draw their breath . 
Kings are merely stewards of God’s power, operating as the King of kings determines .

To You as a Teacher
As leaders we are stewarding the work of God’s kingdom . Leadership always transitions . How we handle 
our leadership transitions can determine whether we pass it on with life or through death . Authority and 
power are not properties of leadership; rather, they belong to God . Therefore, our strength lies not in 
the role of leading, but in the role of being His child .

To Your Students
Respect is a difficult concept for students to understand . In today’s society, they are frequently told to 
question everything, and if they do not like something or do not want to do something, they are told they 
do not have to do it . We must teach our students that respect is a positive thing that results in blessings . 

Teach students to respect God, parents, leaders, others, and even themselves . Model respect to them 
with your words and actions . Teach them to have a positive attitude toward respect . Show them how 
having a respectful attitude can open doors of opportunity for them in the future .
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Activity Paper Answers:
ANGER
CARING
KIND
UPPITY

MEAN
MEEK
BOASTFUL
ARROGANT

RESPECTFUL
PRIDE
OBEDIENT
DEMANDING

SMUG
MERCIFUL
BRAGGY
SUBMISSIVE

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever had a smug, arrogant, or braggy attitude?

Bible Lesson: Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin (Daniel 5:1–6:3)
A king in the Bible demonstrated a smug, arrogant, and braggy attitude. Dramatize 
the attitude with hands on hips and nose pointed toward ceiling . This king’s name 
was Belshazzar, and he was probably a grandson of King Nebuchadnezzar. Ask 
students to find Daniel 5–6 in their Bibles . These two chapters reveal how God 
taught Belshazzar a lesson. 

One day King Belshazzar decided to have a big party. Ask students to decorate the 
table with the tablecloth, plates, napkins, utensils, and centerpiece .

When everything was ready, Belshazzar said, “Bring me the gold and silver goblets 
from the Temple in Jerusalem. You know—the stuff my grandfather Nebuchadnezzar 
stole from God’s house.” Show the goblets. Belshazzar knew the holy items from 
the Temple should not be used for a party. God had authorized His chosen priests to 
use those items only for special purposes. Belshazzar ignored God’s authority. He 
just wanted to have fun and show off.

The king told his messengers, “Hurry and tell all my friends. We are going to have a 
huge party in Babylon tonight.” 

Play the Banquet sound effect  . Over one thousand people showed up. Belshazzar 
showed off, sipped wine, and encouraged everyone to drink from the gold and silver 
goblets. The people were having so much fun; they laughed and drank wine until 
they were drunk. In their revelry, they worshiped false gods of gold, silver, brass, 
iron, wood, and stone.

Encourage students to yell, clap their hands, and make the sounds of a party as 
you turn up the sound effect . Then pop the balloon to startle students . Turn off the 
classroom lights, leaving only the blacklight on . Belshazzar looked behind him; 
suddenly he was very afraid. His bones were shaking. His knees were knocking. 

Put the white glove on and write on the posterboard: Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin . 
Belshazzar pointed at the wall. “What is that? Who is writing on the wall?”

No one moved or said a word. Everyone watched as a hand wrote across the wall: 

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN

Belshazzar’s eyes darted from side to side as sweat ran down his face. “What does 
it mean?” No one answered.

Belshazzar took a deep breath. “Call my officials. Get the wise men. Whoever reads 
the writing will be clothed in scarlet. I will hang a gold chain around his neck and 
make him the third ruler in the kingdom.”

Encourage students to decipher what the message means . The officials and the wise 
men tried, but they could not read the writing. Everyone looked at Belshazzar. No 
one had ever seen the king so worried and afraid.

Then the queen entered. “Calm down, King Belshazzar. I know a man in our 
kingdom who can help you. His name is Daniel. He will explain the meaning of the 
words on the wall.”

Bible Lesson Verse
“Then this Daniel was preferred above 
the presidents and princes, because 
an excellent spirit was in him; and the 
king thought to set him over the whole 
realm” (Daniel 6:3).
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Soon Daniel stood before the king.

“I have heard about you,” said Belshazzar. “God helps you interpret dreams. If you 
can read the writing and tell me what it means, I will clothe you in scarlet, hang a 
gold chain around your neck, and make you the third ruler of the kingdom.”

“Give your rewards to someone else. I do not want them,” Daniel replied. “Do you 
remember what happened when Nebuchadnezzar chose to be arrogant and ignored 
God’s authority? He wandered around eating grass and acting like an animal for 
seven years. You knew about this, yet you still chose to ignore God. You knew that 
using the goblets from the Temple and worshiping idols were wrong, yet you did not 
humble your heart toward God. You have refused to honor the one true God.” Daniel 
continued, “Your days are numbered and are about to end. You have been found 
wanting, and your kingdom will be divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”

That night the Persian army attacked the city. Belshazzar was killed in the battle. 
Soldiers took over the kingdom and made Darius the new king.

Later, King Darius chose Daniel to be a top government leader because of his 
excellent attitude and reputation. 

Ask students to read Daniel 6:3 . 

• Why was Daniel chosen to be a leader? 

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will respect God’s authority .

Show the fire extinguisher . 

• What is the purpose of a fire extinguisher? 

Have you ever looked at a fire extinguisher and wondered what it would be like to 
take it off the wall and pull the trigger? A fire extinguisher contains a white powder 
made up of special chemicals to fight against fire. A fire extinguisher should only 
be used in a true emergency. They were made to stop fires and save lives, and they 
should only be used for the purpose for which they were created. 

Fire extinguishers are not toys. Adults have the authority to use a fire extinguisher 
during an emergency. While it is tempting, if we use a fire extinguisher for anything 
other than putting a fire out, we are misusing our authority and wasting its 
contents, which could be harmful in the event of an actual fire. 

Obeying God’s authority can also save our lives. He uses His authority in emergency 
situations to keep us safe. 

• What are some ways we can grow in our respect for God? Pause for response. 

Prayer, Bible reading, church attendance, and following God’s plan of salvation are 
all ways we can respect God’s authority. Review the New Birth poster (trp) .

God uses His authority to keep us safe. He helps us overcome temptation and bad 
attitudes. It is important to respect God’s authority in all we do.

Prayer and Call to Action
Play soft worship music . Give each student two slips of paper and a pencil . On 
each slip of paper, students write a way they could improve their respect for God’s 
authority in their lives . This could be reading God’s Word, following the new-birth 
plan, obeying parents or teachers, and so on . After students write their responses, 
they should fold the slips . 
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To exercise an action of surrender to God, ask students to select the most important 
of their two responses, bring it to the front, and place it in the paper bag . As they 
place it in the bag, each student should say, “God, I surrender this need to you.” 

When everyone has turned in a slip, fold the bag tightly . Raise up the bag and 
encourage students to raise their hands in surrender to God—a sign of our respect 
for God’s authority . 

Lead in prayer: Lord, we lift our commitments to You. We surrender our attitudes and 
thoughts to You. We need the Holy Spirit to help us make choices that honor Your 
authority in our lives. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Home Connection
• To prepare students for a new unit next week, send them home with the unit 2 

HC calendar (trp) . 
• For each student, send home a copy of the lesson 4 HC devotion , or show 

parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it 
themselves .

• Email parents this week . Share what the lesson was about and ways they can 
help their child learn how to respect God and others .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Ask students to close their eyes and imagine being in Heaven with the King of kings . 
Describe the beautiful light of His presence and the sound of praise that will never end . 

Worship together to these suggested songs: 
• “Your Great Name” by Natalie Grant 
• “Revelation Song” by Kari Jobe 

Memory Work: Daniel 2:20–22
Review the verses using the unit 1 MV poster (trp) . 

Play Herd the Sheep . Form two teams and assign each team a color . Sheep have 
been hidden around the room. Each sheep has a word or phrase from the memory 
verse on it. You are the shepherds. Your job is to find all the sheep that are your 
team’s color and put them in order. When students have completed putting their 
memory passage in order, ask them to recite the verse together .

• What is the job of a shepherd?

A shepherd’s responsibility is to protect the sheep in the flock. The shepherd must 
guide the sheep in the direction they are to go. The shepherd must keep them safe 
from wolves and other predators. The shepherd has authority over those sheep.

In the Bible, Jesus is called our Good Shepherd. He wants to protect us from our 
enemies and from temptations. We are His sheep, and He has authority over us. 

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

Unit 1 Memory Verses
“20Daniel answered and said, 
Blessed be the name of God for ever 
and ever: for wisdom and might are 
his: 21And he changeth the times and 
the seasons: he removeth kings, and 
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to 
them that know understanding: 
22He revealeth the deep and secret 
things: he knoweth what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwelleth 
with him.”
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Interpreters Needed

On the activity papers (page 2), students decode the message to interpret the writing 
on the wall . Discuss various situations (in our families, at church, at school, in the 
neighborhood) in which we can make sure we respect God’s authority .

Option 1: Chains of Respect
Form teams . Give each team an equal number of paper chain strips, a marker, and a 
stapler . Each team will choose a writer . 

Teams have three minutes to discuss ways they can show respect to God and other 
authority figures in their lives . The writer will write one way to show respect on each 
paper strip . 

At the end of the three minutes, each team works together to make a paper chain by 
looping each strip through the next and stapling it . The team with the longest chain 
wins . Hang all the chains from the classroom ceiling as a reminder to students to 
respect God’s authority .

Option 2: Respect To-Do List
Give each student a sheet of cardstock, a pencil, and six sticky notes . Ask students 
to place the sticky notes on the cardstock . On each note, students write one thing 
they can do this week to show they respect God’s authority as the King of kings .

Option 3: JBQ Bean Bag Toss
Students will be given a verse to locate . If the student locates the verse correctly, 
they get three tosses . If the student does NOT locate the verse correctly, they get 
one toss . 

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses  . 
Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again . 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews .

Answers: God is the King of kings. 
Respect His authority.
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Unit 2
Lessons from I and II Timothy

Unit Aim
Students will conclude God’s mercy 
and His Word are vital in our lives.

Unit Bible Verses
II Timothy 3:16–17

Scripture Text
I Timothy 1:15–16
Acts 7:54–8:3

Bible Lesson Verse
I Timothy 1:15

Bible Point
Jesus came to save sinners.

Life Application
I need God’s mercy.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Optional: Invite a farmer to bring a combine or other harvest equipment to church. You could 
also print pictures or have toy harvest equipment.
Offering container, attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots

Opening Activity: Fill two pie tins with whipped cream. Make smocks out of two large trash bags. 
Prepare trivia questions about the students and volunteers in your classroom. You will also need 
two chairs and two belts.

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Prior to class, ask an actor to be Paul; give him a copy of the Newscast script (trp)  so 

he can become familiar with it. 
Bibles, costume for Paul, large stones, activity papers (page 1), pencils

Apply and Act
Life Application: Plastic bags with 70 dry beans inside each (1 bag per student), activity papers  

(page 1), colored pencils 
Prayer and Call to Action: Table with plastic tablecloth, white tissue paper, markers, plastic tub of 

water, New Birth poster (trp)
Home Connection: For each student, copy the lesson 5 HC devotion . For students who have not 

received one yet, copy the unit 2 HC calendar (trp) . 
Personal letter for each student

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Paper (1 sheet per student), markers or watercolor supplies (paint, paintbrushes, water, paper 
towels)
Suggested songs: “What Mercy Did for Me” by Indiana Bible College Choir, “Mercy Is a Song” by 
Matthew West

Memory Work: Write verse 16 on the whiteboard; for the words: inspiration, doctrine, reproof, and 
instruction, scramble the letters and underline them.
Unit 2 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils, KJV Bibles or Bible app
Option 1: From a large bag of Skittles, sort out the colors: red, purple, and green. Place each color in a 

separate zipper bag. For each student, print and cut out a Cross outline  and one set of Cross 
labels . Each student will also need glue, a craft foam sheet, and markers.

Option 2: Cut apart the 5 Cornerstone signs (trp)  and post them around the classroom. Also cut out 
the smaller versions of the words, fold them, and place them in a hat.
“Matthew 28” by Donald Lawrence, New Birth poster (trp)

Option 3: Create a gameboard like the game Jeopardy. You can choose from the following categories: 
PEOPLE, PLACES, BODY PARTS, LOCATIONS, QUOTATIONS, UNIQUE WORDS, ANIMALS, TWO-TIME 
WORDS, and NUMBERS. Create five questions for each category. For each category, there will be a 
100-, 200-, 300-, 400-, and 500-point question.
JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

CHIEF OF SINNERS
Paul Receives Mercy October 4

2020

5
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

If you have invited a farmer to bring a combine or other harvest equipment to church, let 
students tour the equipment . Give them time to ask the farmer questions . Alternately, 
show pictures of a combine and harvest equipment or toy harvest equipment .

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: Jesus came 
to save sinners. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: The Whipped Cream Rescue
Form two teams . Choose two students from each team to compete in the challenge . 
One student from each pair sits in a chair facing the class . Dress these two in 
trash-bag smocks and “trap” them by (loosely) cinching down each student’s arms 
with a belt . Their partners will stand several feet away with a pie tin piled high with 
whipped cream .

Teams take turns being asked trivia questions . 

• For a right answer, the rival team’s pie holder takes a step toward their seated 
teammate . 

• For a wrong answer, the answering team’s pie holder takes a step toward their 
seated teammate .

Play continues until one team’s pie holder has taken three steps forward . That team 
loses the challenge and must put the whipped cream into their teammate’s face . The 
other team is rescued and does not have to take a pie in the face .

• How did it feel to win or lose this challenge?
• How did it feel to be without the use of your arms while anticipating the incoming 

plate of whipped cream? Did you feel helpless or at the mercy of the other person?
• If you could have one more chance to win instead of losing, would you take it?

Even when working as a team, we are not always guaranteed to be rescued from our 
situation. 

• What is a sinner? Are we sinners?

Make sure student volunteers are 
willing to have their faces covered in 
whipped cream.

     Teacher Devotional
Read I Timothy 1:15–16 in relation to Acts 7:54–8:3 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
Saul was dogged in his persecution of the church . Nothing could deter him, until he ran into the 
relentless tenderness of God . Saul’s aim missed the mark; God’s aim captured a heart . Jesus came to 
save sinners like Saul and realign their aims with His .

To You as a Teacher
We all must stand face-to-feet with the crucified Lord . The mercy of God is more than just unmerited 
favor—it is a source of empowerment . God’s mercy is what moves the mission . Without it, we will simply 
persist in missing our mark .

To Your Students
Students are taught to follow rules and aim for perfection . They struggle with accepting failure . They 
may feel worthless, anxious, and dumb when they make mistakes . Students need to understand that 
perfection is not possible; we all make mistakes . Encourage students to forgive themselves and to realize 
we all need God’s mercy .
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Jesus came to save, or rescue, sinners. This is great news. He has the power to take 
away our sins. Like the students who had their arms trapped, sin holds us captive 
and makes us powerless to fight against the temptation to sin again and again. 
Jesus, however, will come to our rescue so we can be set free.

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Has anyone ever made fun of you or punished you for doing 

something you really believe in?

Bible Lesson: Paul Receives Mercy (I Timothy 1:15–16; Acts 7:54–8:3)
Distribute activity papers (page 1) and pencils . Today you will be junior news 
reporters who are observing an interview about a man who was killed. It is your 
responsibility to take notes so you can share the news later. 

Ask students to find Acts 7:54–8:3 in their Bibles . The interview will begin momentarily. 
Act as the news reporter interviewing Paul . Paul should wear a biblical costume .

Reporter: Welcome to JOHN316 News. I am your host Ima 
B. Curious. We have a special guest with us today. I would 
like you all to meet Paul the apostle. 

Paul: Enter and wave to students . 

Reporter: Paul, you recently witnessed an angry mob 
scene. Please tell us about that experience.

Paul: It was a day I will never forget. I heard an angry crowd 
of people shouting. As they were yelling, a man was arrested.

Reporter: Can you tell us about this man?

Paul: His name was Stephen. He was a man of faith and full 
of the Holy Ghost. God had used him to perform miracles 
and to preach the Word of God with authority and power.

Reporter: Why were the people upset with this man?

Paul: Men from the synagogue had tried to argue with 
him, but they were not as knowledgeable about God’s 
Word as Stephen. They were no match for the wisdom God 
had given him. 

Reporter: What did these men do?

Paul: They were so angry that they devised a plan to make 
it appear that Stephen was guilty of blasphemy.

Reporter: What is blasphemy?

Paul: Blasphemy is when someone says terrible things 
against God. 

Reporter: What happened after Stephen was arrested?

Paul: He stood before the council of synagogue 
leaders. He reminded them of God’s plan spoken by our 
forefathers—Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and others—and 
how our ancestors resisted these prophetic men. I did not 
agree with Stephen or any of the followers of Jesus, but 
his boldness captivated me. Something about him stirred 
the crowd too.

Reporter: What do you think riled up the crowd?

Paul: With love and passion in his eyes, Stephen accused 
us of being stubborn like our forefathers who rejected the 
prophets. This made the crowd even angrier. How dare he 
say such things. The people went into a rage, grinding 
their teeth at Stephen. 

Reporter: Let’s pause for some audience participation. 
Audience, would it be hard to stand for what you believe 
if people were arguing against you? How do you think 
Stephen found the confidence? 

Pause for audience responses . 

Reporter: Now, Paul, were you a Christian when Stephen 
was arrested?

Paul: No, I was not a follower of Christ. I was a Pharisee—a 
religious leader who strictly observed and lived by the law 
of Moses. Stephen had stopped following our traditions 
when he became a fanatical follower of Jesus. I did not 
understand Christians, let alone like them. The more I saw 
of Christians, the more I thought they were against my God.

Reporter: What happened next?

Paul: As the crowd screamed at him, Stephen looked 
toward heaven with compassion and said, “I see the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.” 

Reporter: Ooh, how did that make you feel?

Paul: I remember thinking, The right hand of God 
represents God’s power and authority. Was Stephen trying 
to say Jesus had God’s power and authority? Blasphemy! 
Inwardly, I boiled. How could Stephen lift his Jesus to this 
place of power? I was not the only one upset. The people 
yelled at the top of their lungs. They covered their ears 
and rushed angrily toward him. Several men grabbed him 
and dragged him outside to stone him.

Reporter: Stone him? Did you approve of this?

Bible Lesson Verse
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief” (I Timothy 1:15).

The bottom of the AP will be done 
during Life Application.

33
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Paul: I did. The men placed their coats at my feet. I felt a 
feeling of approval and thought it was God’s justice being 
carried out on Stephen.

Reporter: Can you explain stoning to the audience?

Paul: People threw heavy stones at Stephen. Show 
audience the stones and pass them around . Can you 
imagine how it would feel to be hit over and over by 
stones? That is what happened to Stephen. 

Reporter: What did he do during this time?

Paul: As he was being pounded by stones, he called out 
to God, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” As he took his final 
breath, Stephen asked God to not hold our sin against us.

Reporter: How did those words impact you? D id they 
make you sad?

Paul: No, his words did not make me sad. Instead, I felt 
a righteous zeal rise up in me. That day started me on 
a path so unspeakable, I can hardly talk about it. In the 

name of God, I went and hunted, captured, and tortured 
many Christians. I believed I was doing God’s work. I am 
the worst sinner ever, but God had mercy on me one day 
while I was traveling to Damascus. 

Reporter: What happened that day?

Paul: A bright light from heaven shone down on me. I fell 
down, blinded. I could not see anything, but I heard God’s 
voice say, “Why are you persecuting me?” I was confused 
and asked, “Who are you?” Out of the light, He said, “I am 
Jesus.” From that point on, I became a follower of Jesus. 

Reporter: How does this story make you feel?

Paul: God rescued me on that road and gave me a second 
chance. After all my despicable actions, God certainly 
should have punished me. Instead, He gave me mercy. He 
wants to share His mercy with you too.

Reporter: Well, I am afraid that is all we have time for 
today, Paul. I would like to thank you for sharing your 
incredible story of God’s mercy with us.

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I need God’s mercy .

Give each student a bag of seventy beans . Allow two minutes for students to count 
the beans . 

There are seventy beans in each bag. In Matthew 18, Peter asked Jesus how many 
times we should forgive a person who has wronged us. Peter thought we should 
forgive seven times, but Jesus said we should forgive people seventy times seven in 
one day. That means we should forgive and show mercy 490 times a day. But Jesus 
did not mean 490 times was the limit for mercy; He was trying to show Peter, and 
us, that forgiveness should be given over and over. 

If we are instructed to show mercy and forgive without limits, how much more is God 
willing to show His mercy to us?

• How many times a day do you think you need God’s mercy?
• What do you think would happen if God took His mercy away?
• How does God show you mercy?

Give students colored pencils and direct them to the activity at the bottom of the 
activity paper . Ask them to choose a slogan from the list and design a T-shirt about 
God’s mercy and forgiveness .

Prayer and Call to Action
Cover a table with a plastic tablecloth . Place a container of water in the middle . 
Gather students around the table . Give each student a sheet of white tissue paper 
and a marker . Instruct students to write things they have done that require God’s 
forgiveness and mercy . 

Lead students in prayer: Lord, when we look at the things we have done, our bad 
attitudes, unkind thoughts, and wrong actions, we realize how much we need Your 
mercy and forgiveness. Help us to recognize our sin and our need for repentance. Fill 
us with the power of Your Holy Spirit, so we can overcome sin. Thank You, Jesus, for 
Your mercy. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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After the prayer, instruct students to place their tissue paper into the tub of water . 
This tub represents the sea of forgetfulness. The Bible tells us God not only forgives 
us of our sin, but He also forgets our sin forever.

Jesus came to save us from our sins. He died on the cross, was buried, and rose 
again so we might have hope of spending eternity with Him. Display the New Birth 
poster (trp) and discuss it . This is God’s rescue plan for us. We do not deserve the 
grace and mercy God offers, yet it is available for each one of us. He wants to spend 
eternity with us.

Home Connection
• If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 2 HC 

calendar (trp) . 
• Give all students the lesson 5 HC devotion , or show parents the URL on the 

back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves .
• Send letters to students this week sharing the things you love about them .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Ask students to close their eyes and imagine being in Heaven with the King of kings . Give 
students paper and markers or watercolor painting supplies . As you play the suggested 
songs, instruct students to listen, worship, and draw a picture of God’s mercy in their lives . 

• “What Mercy Did for Me” by Indiana Bible College Choir 
• “Mercy Is a Song” by Matthew West 

Memory Work: II Timothy 3:16–17
Introduce II Timothy 3:16–17 using the unit 2 MV poster (trp) . Then cover the poster to 
focus on verse 16 today . 

Challenge students to unscramble the words that are underlined on the board . Then 
explain each of those words .

• Inspiration: the feeling to do something creative or the motivation to do something
• Doctrine: a spiritual belief that is taught by a religion
• Reproof: an expression of disapproval
• Instruction: a direction or order

Review the verse a few times emphasizing the underlined words . After the memory 
work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp)  to the correct 
barn on their memory charts .

Unit 2 Memory Verses 
“16All scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteous-
ness: 17That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all good works.”
Write verse 16 on the whiteboard. For 
the words: inspiration, doctrine, 
reproof, and INSTRUCTION, 
scramble the letters and underline 
them.
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Stephen’s Story

Hand out KJV Bibles or have students use a Bible app for KJV . Ask students 
to look up Acts 7:51–60 . Let students study the passage for a few minutes; 
then point them to the activity papers (page 2) . 

Let students work in groups to complete the crossword puzzle by filling in 
the blanks of Stephen’s story from Acts 7:51–60, trying to do it by memory . 
Stephen’s story of persecution reminds us we will encounter people who 
do not want to hear us talk about the Lord. 

Allow a safe place for students to discuss any mistreatment they have 
faced in their schools or homes due to living for Jesus . Identify positive 
ways to respond .

Option 1: Skittles Cross
Give each student a Cross outline , a set of Cross labels , a craft foam 
sheet, glue, and markers . 

1 . Ask students to trace the cross outline onto the foam sheet . 
2 . Then ask students to use their fingertip to smear glue inside the cross . 
3 .  Provide Skittles for students to place red Skittles on the left side, 

purple on the vertical beam, and green on the right side . 
4 .  Let students attach the cross labels anywhere they like . As students 

place the labels, discuss what each represents . 

Let the projects dry completely .

Option 2: Five Cornerstones
As you play the song “Matthew 28” by Donald Lawrence, students quickly move from 
sign to sign in any direction without stopping . When the music stops, students choose 
a sign to stand by . Draw a slip from the hat . Whichever sign is drawn, all students 
standing by that sign are out . Repeat the process until only one student remains .

These signs list cornerstones (foundations) of our faith. Jesus came to save sinners. 
He created a rescue plan—the plan of salvation—so we might be saved. Discuss the 
New Birth poster (trp) with students .

Option 3: JBQ Gameshow
Make two teams . Show the gameboard to students and let a student select a 
category and number . Read the question . The student who hits the buzzer first gets 
to answer . If the student gets the question right, they get the points . If they get the 
question wrong, they lose the points . 

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses  . 
Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again .

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews .
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Unit 2
Lessons from I and II Timothy

Unit Aim
Students will conclude God’s mercy 
and His Word are vital in our lives.

Unit Bible Verses
II Timothy 3:16–17

Scripture Text
I Timothy 2:3–6

Bible Lesson Verse
I Timothy 2:6

Bible Point
Jesus came to rescue us.

Life Application
I need Jesus to rescue me.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Optional: Invite a local animal-shelter worker and a rescued dog or cat to visit class to share 
about rescue animals. 
Dog Shelter sound effect , offering container, attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini 
glue dots

Opening Activity: On separate slips of paper, write a variety of instructions (e.g., do ten jumping jacks; 
hop on one foot for twenty seconds; touch your nose five times). Place the instructions in a bag. 
You will also need a large box.

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Brownies with M&Ms, Jesus on the Cross/Resurrection visuals (2-sided) (trp), activity 

papers (page 1), colored pencils, pencils, New Birth poster (trp)

Apply and Act
Life Application: Gather three coffee or shortening containers. In the plastic lid of each, cut a hole just 

big enough for a child’s hand to poke through. In each container, place an item that is a little 
bigger than the hole (e.g., a tennis ball, an orange, an apple). Replace the lid and firmly secure it 
with duct tape. Cut off the fingers of three pairs of garden gloves to protect children’s wrists from 
getting cut on the plastic.
New Birth poster (trp)

Prayer and Call to Action: Soft worship music, Bible
Home Connection: For each student, copy the lesson 6 HC devotion . For students who have not 

received one yet, copy the unit 2 HC calendar (trp) . 

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested songs: “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” by Chris Tomlin, “Worth” by 
Anthony Brown

Memory Work: On different colors of paper (1 color per team), print and cut out the unit 2 MV leaves .
Unit 2 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: For each student, across the top of cardstock, print: god’s rescue plan. Cut out five Firefighter 

Helmets  for each student.
New Birth poster (trp), markers, small google eyes (10 per student), glue, crayons

Option 2: To make a goal board, write each student’s name on a plastic solo cup. Hot-glue the bottom 
of each cup to a poster-size foam board. Place the goal board either on the floor against the wall 
or on a table against the wall. Use masking tape to create a start line. Each student will need three 
wrapped LifeSavers candies.

Option 3: Create a spinning wheel with dividers. Label each piece/space with a different type of 
question (direct, two-part, three-part, four-part, quotation, quotation completion, location, and 
cross-reference).
JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

JESUS PAID THE RANSOM
Jesus Delivered Us from Sin
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

If you invited a local animal-shelter worker and a rescued pet, open class by 
discussing rescue animals at the shelter . If no animal is present, play the Dog 
Shelter sound effect  .

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: Jesus came 
to rescue us. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: Demonstrate Ransom
Instruct students to remove their shoes and place them in the box . Explain that their 
shoes are being held hostage . You must pay a ransom to get your shoes back. 

Students will take turns choosing a slip of paper (a ransom note) from the bag and 
performing the activity described . If a student is unable to perform the activity due 
to a physical limitation or other circumstance, give the student a chance to choose a 
different ransom note . 

All students must try to buy back their shoes . If they fail, they go shoeless for the 
remainder of class . After all students have a turn, discuss:

• If you could have chosen a different activity than the one on your ransom note, 
what would you have done?

• Was it easy or difficult to get your shoes back?
• If you really had to pay a ransom to set a person free, do you think the 

kidnapper would let you decide how much you would pay?

People paying the ransom do not usually get to choose how they will pay or what 
they will pay. A ransom note is given to them. If they do not follow the instructions, 
they are unable to rescue the one who has been kidnapped.

• If you were in the box instead of your shoes, how would you feel if someone 
gave up while trying to rescue you?

     Teacher Devotional
Read I Timothy 2:3–6 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
God is not a disembodied force in the sky . He is an immanent reality who is passionately pursuing the 
hearts and minds of His children . He voluntarily chose a path of suffering and sacrifice to rescue us from 
lives of despair and destruction .

To You as a Teacher
Our lives are to be lived with God’s passion, but we need Him to rescue us from the selfish tendencies of 
our hearts . We need His help to live in oneness with one another, so we must pray . We pray for everyone we 
know, for rulers and leaders and neighbors and naysayers, so we might reflect His passion to save us all .

To Your Students
Today’s children are surrounded by snares and traps . At school they may face learning challenges, peer 
pressure, bullies, and false doctrine . At home they may face family problems, health issues, and abuse . Every 
day we must implore the Holy Spirit to protect our students and to deliver them from the traps they may face . 

Get to know your students and their families so you can be specific in your prayers . Plead the blood over 
your students and their families . Teach your students to put on the armor of God each morning when 
they wake up to prepare them for the battles they may face that day .
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Jesus followed a specific plan to pay the price for our freedom from sin, death, and 
Hell. He does not give up on us in difficult times. 

• What would you do to save someone you love who was being held as a prisoner?

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever been rescued from a scary situation?

Bible Lesson: Jesus Delivered Us from Sin (I Timothy 2:3–6)
Discuss how the fire alarms work at your church before sharing the following story .

Fire alarm—the small, red box caught the attention of the sixth-grade boy. Such 
power, Jack thought. If I pull that lever, the whole school will have to scamper outside. 

For the moment, Jack had forgotten Principal Pepper’s warning. “If you get in trouble 
one more time,” the principal had warned, “I will be forced to expel you from school.” 

Recently, Jack had gotten in a lot of trouble. But right now, however, Principal 
Pepper’s warning did not matter to Jack. It was time for a prank.

• Have you ever been tempted to do something like pull a fire alarm? Did you do 
it? If yes, why? If no, what stopped you? 

Crack! The plastic lever snapped down under Jack’s fingers. Whoop-whoop-whoop! 
The fire alarm blared. 

One by one, classroom doors opened, and students filed toward the exits. As Jack 
watched, his flesh tingled with adrenaline. He wasn’t sure if that pit in his stomach 
felt awesome or horrible.

• What does it feel like to you when you do something wrong? 

“Gotcha!” A firm hand clutched Jack’s shoulder. Oh no! It was Principal Pepper. “I 
warned you, son, that if you got in trouble one more time, I would expel you from 
school. I just know you pulled the fire alarm, and now you are going to get what 
you deserve.” 

There was no denying it; Jack knew he was caught. In shame, he slumped in the 
principal’s grasp. 

What have I done? he thought. My mom is gonna be crushed. I told her I would try to 
do better. Why did I make such a bad choice?

• What does it feel like to know you have done wrong and are going to be punished? 

From behind them, a voice cried out, “Wait!” Jack and the principal whirled to see 
who spoke. It was Abby Woodhull. Jack was astonished. Over the years Jack had 
been so mean to her. Perhaps this was her time for payback.

Abby continued, “It was my fault, Principal Pepper. The fire alarm was my fault.” 

“You, Abby?” the principal replied. “You have never been in any trouble.”

Abby stepped closer, “I know, Principal Pepper, but it was my fault, and now I will 
take the punishment.”

• Why do you think Abby took Jack’s punishment? 

Jack watched as Principal Pepper led Abby to his office. Thirty minutes later, her 
parents arrived to take her home. They looked angry. 

Bible Lesson Verse
“Who gave himself a ransom  
for all, to be testified in due time”  
(I Timothy 2:6).
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Due to her confession, Principal Pepper gave Abby a five-day suspension, but her 
mom’s face made it clear that Abby had more punishment coming when she got home.

• How do you think watching Abby’s punishment made Jack feel? 

A week later, after her suspension, Jack sat next to Abby in the lunchroom. “Well,” 
he explained, “I’m not going to be mean to you anymore.” 

Abby smiled as she opened her sack lunch. “Are you sure you don’t want to bully me 
for my brownie?” she joked. “It has M&Ms on it.” 

In humility, Jack shook his head. “Why, Abby? Why did you take my punishment? 
I’ve been so mean to you for so long.”

Abby smiled again. “When I heard Principal Pepper threaten to expel you, I knew I 
could help. You’ve had it tough and have made a lot of bad choices, but kicking you 
out of school would only make your situation worse, . . . so I took your punishment.” 

Tears welled up in Jack’s eyes. “Thank you. What can I do to repay you?”

Tears welled up in Abby’s eyes too. “Just don’t get in any more trouble.”

• Do you think Jack will try to be a better person? Why or why not? 

Hand out brownies with M&Ms for students to enjoy . Every day we face the 
temptation to sin. Sometimes we do what we should not do, even when we want to 
do what is right. The apostle Paul experienced the same feeling. Ask a student to 
read Romans 7:15–17 from the KJV .

The New Living Translation puts this verse in more familiar terms. It says, “I don’t 
really understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it. Instead, I do 
what I hate. But if I know that what I am doing is wrong, this shows that I agree that 
the law is good. So I am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.”

When our sinful nature grabs hold of us, we may feel like there is no way of escape; 
however, God created a rescue plan from the very beginning. 

When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge 
of Good and Evil, God put His plan into motion. Throughout the Old Testament, 
prophecies and events brought people one step closer to God’s rescue plan. Then 
Jesus came—Emmanuel, God with us. Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection provided 
the rescue plan for every person.

Romans 6:23 tells us the price or wages of our sin is death. Our sinful nature holds 
us hostage, but Jesus paid the ransom—the price—for all sin. Because He never 
sinned, He did not deserve a cruel death. Yet He surrendered Himself to be nailed to 
a cross. Show the Jesus on the Cross visual (trp) .

• How do you feel about Jesus paying the ransom for your sins?

Place the visual on the ground (to represent Jesus being buried) . Then Jesus 
conquered death, Hell, and the grave when He rose again. Flip the visual to show 
the Resurrection (trp) as you raise it into the air . Now we can receive His Spirit and 
access power to conquer our sinful nature and our enemy, the devil. 

If we follow God’s rescue plan, we can live free of sin forever. Review the New Birth 
poster (trp) . Ask students to describe what each part means . 

• How did the story of Abby and Jack remind you of Jesus? 

Jesus gave up much more than having a five-day suspension. He gave His 
life. We are worth more than anything to Him. He loves us beyond our human 
understanding. Jesus came to rescue us.

Romans 7:15–17
“15For that which I do I allow not: for 
what I would, that do I not; but what 
I hate, that do I. 16If then I do that 
which I would not, I consent unto 
the law that it is good. 17Now then it 
is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me.”
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Distribute the activity papers (page 1) and pencils . 

• On the front of the bill, students draw how Jesus paid the ransom for our sins .
• On the back of the bill, students draw how Jesus rose from the grave to give us 

eternal life .

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I need Jesus to rescue me .

Place the prepared containers on a table at the front of the room . Choose three 
students to stand behind the table, each one in front of a container, facing the class . 
Give each student a pair of gloves with the fingers cut off . Each student reaches into 
the container, grabs the item inside, and tries to pull it through the hole in the lid 
without letting go of the item or opening the lid . Hopefully, it will not be possible, but 
cheer on the students as they try . 

After a while, instruct students to let go of the items, pull out their hands, remove 
the gloves, and return to their seats .

Sin tempts all of us. We have the choice to sin or not to sin. If we do not let go of sin, 
it will hold us captive, and we will miss God’s blessings of joy, peace, and courage. 
Without the sacrifice of Jesus, we would be stuck in sin forever. He opened the way 
for us to let go of sin.

• How do we let go of sin?

Refer to the New Birth poster (trp) . Letting go of sin requires repentance. 

• Repenting is more than just saying, “I’m sorry.” True repentance means to turn 
away from sin and refuse to return to it. 

• Baptism in the name of Jesus washes away the stain of sin and applies His 
name to our hearts. 

• The gift of the Holy Spirit provides power for us to continue resisting sin and 
live a holy life dedicated to God.

Jesus understands how easy it is to reach into sin and become trapped again. That 
is why He instructed us to pray. Repentance should be a part of our daily prayer. We 
need to study God’s Word. We need God’s mercy every day.

Prayer and Call to Action
Create an atmosphere of worship with soft worship music . Some of your students 
may be standing at a crossroads in their lives .

Read II Corinthians 6:2, “I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of 
salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation .”

Proclaim the day of salvation to students . Encourage them to ask God to help break 
the chains of sin in their lives today and to be filled with the power of the Holy Ghost . 
Encourage any students who have been filled with the Holy Ghost to seek a renewal . 
Give students a few moments to listen to what God is saying to them . 

Then lead in prayer: Jesus, You are mighty and wonderful. Great are all Your works. 
You have all power and all authority. Thank You for humbly coming to earth and 
paying the price so we could live free of sin. We cannot even imagine how much it 
cost You in pain, agony, and shame. Your love for us is greater than anything in the 
world. We want to live in Your love forever. Wash our hearts and forgive us. We are 
letting go of sin and starting new today. Fill us with Your Spirit so we can have the 
power to live a life that pleases You. Thank You for mercy. Thank You for paying our 
ransom and rescuing us. Thank You for Your love. In Jesus’ name, amen.

II Corinthians 6:2 (NLT)
“At just the right time, I heard you. On 
the day of salvation, I helped you.”
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Home Connection
• If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 2 HC 

calendar (trp) . 
• Give all students the lesson 6 HC devotion , or show parents the URL on the 

back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves .
• Encourage families to create an emergency plan for their home in case of fire . As 

they work on a plan with their family, encourage them to discuss God’s rescue plan .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Gather students in a circle for worship . Walk around the circle, pausing to place a 
hand on the shoulder of each student . Pray specifically for each life and assure every 
student of God’s mercy and grace . Suggested songs: 

• “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” by Chris Tomlin 
• “Worth” by Anthony Brown 

Memory Work: II Timothy 3:16–17
Review II Timothy 3:16–17 using the unit 2 MV poster (trp) . God’s Word provides 
instructions to free us from sin.

Form teams and line them up at one end of the room . Assign a leaf color to each 
team . At the opposite end of the room, place a pile of the leaves . 

• The first student from each team races to the leaf pile, finds one of the team’s 
leaves, and races back to tag the next student in line . 

• The next student does the same; the process repeats until all the team’s leaves 
have been gathered . 

• The team should then race to put their memory passage in order . The first team 
to complete this task wins .

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

Unit 2 Memory Verses 
“All scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be per-
fect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.”
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: God’s Rescue Plan

What is the only thing that could bridge the gap sin created between 
God and people? Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. On the activity papers 
(page 2), students make their way through the maze to the center of the 
cross . Then around the cross, students write the names of people they 
want to see saved .

Review God’s plan of salvation and discipleship . Pray for students and 
loved ones who need to be born again .

Option 1: God’s Rescue Plan in Hand
Explain how God reached His hand out toward us to offer salvation . 
Review the plan of salvation using the New Birth poster (trp) . 

Give each student one sheet of cardstock, five firefighter helmets, ten 
googly eyes, markers, and glue . Have students use a marker to trace their 
hand, with fingers spread out, in the middle of the cardstock . Then have 
them glue a firefighter helmet on top of each finger, glue two googly eyes 
on each finger, and draw a happy face on each . 

Next, have students write on each as follows:

• Pinky: Believe
• Ring: Repent
• Middle: Be baptized in Jesus’ name
• Forefinger: Receive the Holy Ghost
• Thumb: Live holy

Option 2: Sweet Salvation Candy Toss
Hold up the candy . Jesus is our Lifesaver . He came to rescue each of us from sin . 
Form a line behind this start line . Each of you will take a turn tossing three LifeSavers 
candies, one at a time . The goal is to land it in the cup with your name on it . If your 
candy does not land in a cup, you will get a chance to toss it again; if it lands in 
someone else’s cup, that person gets it . Each of you will win the candy that has 
landed in your cup at the end of the game . Give a piece of candy to those who did not 
have any candy land in their cup .

Option 3: JBQ Winning Wheel
Students will spin the wheel . The space that they land on determines the type of 
question asked . If they answer the question correctly, they get a small prize .

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses  . 
Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again .

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews .
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7
October 18

2020

Unit 2
Lessons from I and II Timothy

Unit Aim
Students will conclude God’s mercy 
and His Word are vital in our lives.

Unit Bible Verses
II Timothy 3:16–17

Scripture Text
II Timothy 3:16–17
Luke 11:27–32

Bible Lesson Verse
II Timothy 3:16

Bible Point
God’s Word is good for us.

Life Application
I will listen to and  
honor God’s Word.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Container of fertilizer, container of pesticide, New Birth poster (trp), offering container, 
attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots

Opening Activity: Cut apart the Riddle pictures (trp)  and mount them on a wall. On the whiteboard, 
write the ICB version of II Timothy 3:16–17 (see page 46).
Unit 2 MV poster (trp), Bibles or Bible app, activity papers (page 1), pencils

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Prior to class, ask two adults or teens to play the parts of Jonah and the Queen of Sheba. 

Provide them with the Jonah and Queen of Sheba scripts (trp) . Plan a signal to prompt them 
to enter the room. Jonah will need a wrinkled biblical robe; the queen will need a royal robe and 
tiara. Print 4 copies of the Courtroom script (trp) . Highlight each character’s part. Choose two 
students to be Aimar and Kamar.
Bibles, black cape or robe for judge with gavel or small hammer

Apply and Act
Life Application: Play-Doh, rock, New Birth poster (trp)
Prayer and Call to Action: Play-Doh, New Birth poster (trp), “The Potter’s Hand” by Hillsong Worship, 

Bibles
Home Connection: For each student, copy the lesson 7 HC devotion .  For students who have not 

received one yet, copy the unit 2 HC calendar (trp) . 
If you are planning a field trip to a farm, prepare to send home an invitation for each family.

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Paper (1 sheet per student), pens
Suggested songs: “Word of God Speak” by MercyMe, “Spirit of the Living God” by Vertical 
Worship

Memory Work: Make a set of MV strips for each team by cutting strips of papers into 3'' x 1'' rectangles 
(1 color per team). On each strip write 2–4 words of II Timothy 3:16–17. Slightly bend or curl up 
both ends of each strip. Scramble each team’s strips and place them in a separate zipper bag. 
Straws (1 per student), unit 2 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal 
stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils, KJV Bibles or Bible app
Option 1: On a table, turn 20 blue solo cups upside-down. Hide a small LEGO or action figure under 

one cup.
Option 2: For each student, on a manila file folder, write: TOP SECRET. In each folder, place a different 

scenario in which someone is either honoring God’s Word (e.g., obeying parents, helping elders) 
or dishonoring God’s Word (e.g., stealing candy, lying, not listening). 
Spy theme music , spy costume (glasses, hat, overcoat)

Option 3: Set up a table filled with cupcakes, candy, or other prizes. Around the table on the ground, 
make squares big enough for a student to stand in. Label the squares with numbers. 
JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

LET THE WORD DO THE WORK
Jesus Teaches about Jonah
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

On a table, display containers of fertilizer and pesticide . Just as your body needs 
specific things in order to grow properly, crops need specific things in order to grow 
and produce effectively.

• What are some things that are necessary for crops to grow and produce effectively?
• What are some things that are necessary for your body to grow effectively?

Plants need water and sunshine in order to grow. A farmer also uses fertilizer, which 
is basically plant food. Show the fertilizer . Farmers also use pesticide, which is a 
substance that destroys insects and other organisms that might be harmful to the 
plants. Show the pesticide .

• How do we get rid of things that might harm us spiritually?

Review the New Birth poster (trp) . Each day we must decide to repent, telling God we 
are sorry for doing things that spiritually harm us. When we are baptized in Jesus’ 
name, our sins are washed away. As we pray, the Holy Ghost will reveal anything 
that might be harming us spiritually.

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God’s Word 
is good for us. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: God’s Word Is Good for Us
Distribute the activity papers (page 1) and pencils . As you discuss the following, 
students draw a line from the picture to the verse reference associated with it .

Post the Riddle pictures (trp) on the wall . These items are like something we should 
use every day. What is it? . . . The Word of God. 

Compare each item to God’s Word . As each item is discussed, ask a volunteer to look 
up and read the associated reference: 

• Lamp—Psalm 119:105
• Fire and hammer—Jeremiah 23:29
• Sword (weapon of defense)—

Hebrews 4:12

• Fire—Jeremiah 20:9 
• Seed—Luke 8:11

     Teacher Devotional
Read II Timothy 3:16–17 in relation to Luke 11:27–32 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
The fundamental backbone of any meaningful relationship is integrity . Going back to Creation, we see 
the integrity of God at work . His action gave the world substance, and His Word gave the substance 
meaning . Through His Word integrity is restored to His creation .

To You as a Teacher
In Luke 11:29, Jesus called out the lack of integrity found in His generation . Word and deed are inseparable 
partners in the biblical walk of faith . What we do with what we hear is the true reflection of our faith .

To Your Students
So many voices speak to and surround our students to distract them from truth . They must be able to 
recognize how the voice of God speaks through His Word . They must also understand that, despite what 
the world might say, God’s Word is still good for us today . Encourage them to hear and follow God’s 
Word . Challenge them to study it on their own and cherish it in their hearts .
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Using the unit 2 MV poster (trp), read II Timothy 3:16–17 together . Compare it to the 
International Children’s Bible version of the passage written on the board .

• How would our lives be different without the things in the pictures? 
• How would our lives be different without the Word of God?
• How is the Word of God good for us?

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever needed to prove your identity, perhaps with a 

passport? What kinds of things do you need to prove your identity?

Bible Lesson:  Jesus Teaches about Jonah  
(II Timothy 3:16–17; Luke 11:27–32)

Ask students to find Luke 11 in their Bibles . Many people followed Jesus, not to 
hear what He had to say, but to see what He could do. They were not interested in 
hearing a sermon; they wanted to see a show. They were looking for miracles. They 
challenged Jesus to prove His identity as the Messiah. By their actions they were 
saying, “Show us who You are. Prove Yourself.” 

Jesus, however, was not interested in showing them His ID or proving Himself by 
performing another miracle. 

Signal Jonah to enter . 

Jonah: (Burst into the room .) Yet forty days and Nineveh will be destroyed. (March 
around the room repeating this loud warning . Then exit .)

• What did Jonah deliver to the people of Nineveh? The Word of God
• Did the people of Nineveh ask Jonah to prove himself or show proof of his 

identity? No 
• Why do you think they believed Jonah and repented?

Jesus told the people, “What Jonah was to his generation, I am to this generation.”

Signal the Queen of Sheba to enter . 

Queen of Sheba: (Burst into the room . For about twenty seconds, walk around the 
room talking to yourself . Then address the class .) Hello, boys and girls. In case you 
are wondering, I am the Queen of Sheba. In I Kings 10, I traveled for weeks—leaving 
my comfy palace to ride a smelly camel across the hot desert—just to hear God’s 
wisdom as spoken by King Solomon. I had heard many stories, but when I saw 
Solomon’s kingdom and heard him speak with God’s wisdom, I was astonished. It 
was more amazing than anything I could imagine. (Take a seat in the back of the 
room until time for the Courtroom script .)

• When the Queen of Sheba heard King Solomon, do you think she argued with 
him or asked for proof of his identity?

• What did she do? She marveled at his words. 

To play the part of the judge, put on a black cape or robe . Sit behind a table with 
a gavel (hammer) . Student chosen to be the accused (Aimar) sits near one end of 
the table, facing students . Student chosen to be the witness (Kamar) sits near the 
opposite end of the table .

II Timothy 3:16–17 (ICB)
“All Scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful for teaching and for 
showing people what is wrong in 
their lives. It is useful for correcting 
faults and teaching how to live right. 
Using the Scriptures, the person who 
serves God will be ready and will 
have everything he needs to do every 
good work.”

Bible Lesson Verse
“All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness”  
(II Timothy 3:16).
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Courtroom Script
Judge: (Pound the gavel .) Court is in session. We will now 

hear the case against Aimar, a resident of Galilee. Will 
the first witness please step forward? 

Kamar: (Stand before the judge .) 

Judge: Please tell the court your name.

Kamar: Kamar.

Judge: Where are you from?

Kamar: I am from Nineveh.

Judge: Were you present when the prophet Jonah 
preached to your city?

Kamar: Yes, Your Honor, I was.

Judge: And what did you do?

Kamar: When he prophesied, I believed him and I 
repented.

Judge: That will be all. You may be seated. 

Kamar: (Be seated .)

Judge: Will the next witness please come forward?

Queen of Sheba: (Stand before the judge .)

Judge: Please tell the court your name.

Queen of Sheba: I am the Queen of Sheba, Your Honor.

Judge: Where are you from?

Queen of Sheba: I am from the Far East.

Judge: Who did you travel a great distance to hear?

Queen of Sheba: King Solomon—I wanted to hear the 
wisdom God had given him for myself. 

Judge: When you heard him, did you question his 
authority?

Queen of Sheba: Oh, no, Your Honor.

Judge: Did you ask for proof of his identity? 

Queen of Sheba: Why would I do that? I knew who he was.

Judge: Thank you. You may be seated. 

Queen of Sheba: (Be seated .)

Judge: Will the accused step forward? 

Aimar: (Stand before the judge .)

Judge: Please give the court your name.

Aimar: Aimar.

Judge: And where are you from?

Aimar: I am from Galilee.

Judge: Did you ever hear Jesus of Nazareth teach?

Aimar: Yes, Your Honor.

Judge: Tell us about it.

Aimar: Well, I was disappointed. I had expected to see 
Him perform miracles, but all He did was preach at us. 

Judge: And what did He preach about?

Aimar: (Shrug shoulders .) He reminded us of what we 
already knew—that the people of Nineveh repented 
when Jonah preached, and how the Queen of Sheba 
listened to King Solomon.

Judge: What did you do about Jesus’ teaching?

Aimar: Nothing. I told you, I went to see the show, not to 
listen to a sermon.

Judge: (Hit table with gavel .) The court has reached a 
decision. Aimar of Galilee, you heard the teaching of 
Jesus, yet you chose to ignore Him. The ruling of this 
court is that you are guilty of rejecting the words of 
life. You stand condemned because Jesus of Nazareth 
was far greater than Jonah and much wiser than King 
Solomon. How sad for you that you did not listen and 
obey God’s Word. Court is dismissed.

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will listen and honor God’s Word .

• Why did the people in Luke 11 follow Jesus? To see miracles
• Why do you think Jesus did not perform miracles for them? He wanted people to 

listen to and follow His instructions more than He wanted them to see miracles.
• What is more important: seeing miracles or hearing God’s Word?
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Show and compare a rock and a lump of Play-Doh . Many people ignore God’s Word 
because they do not want to know what is wrong in their lives. They might say 
something like, “How can anyone really know the truth? What is true for you may 
not be true for me.”

Instead of truth being like a rock—concrete and unchangeable—they believe God’s 
Word is like Play-Doh—flexible, depending on the situation. They try to squeeze and 
change the Word of God to fit what they want it to say, but God’s Word is rock solid. 
It cannot be changed. We must listen to God’s Word and let it do the work to mold us 
into His image. He is the rock; we are the Play-Doh.

To be saved we must listen to, obey, and honor God’s Word.

Share a personal story of a sermon, message, or lesson that changed you . 

• Can you name some ways we can honor the Word of God? Listen to God’s 
messengers. Obey the Word. Stand when it is read in church. Take care of our 
Bibles. Experience the new birth and become born again.

Prayer and Call to Action
Ask the class to read together Luke 11:28, “But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they 
that hear the word of God, and keep it.”

• What does it mean to be blessed?
• How do we become born again? Review the New Birth poster (trp) .

Have you obeyed God’s plan? If not, today is your day to be blessed. 

• If you have obeyed Acts 2:38, is there something else God has been dealing 
with you to obey?

Give each student a small ball of Play-Doh . As you play the song “The Potter’s 
Hand” by Hillsong Worship, let students mold the Play-Doh, visualizing God’s Word 
molding them . 

Lead in a prayer of dedication: Dear Lord, thank You for each of these students. We 
are excited about the special plan You have for our lives. You have uniquely created 
us and given each of us special talents. I pray each of us would allow Your Word to 
mold us and shape us into the person You have called us to be. We know You are in 
control of our lives, and we trust that You have a plan for us to be uniquely used by 
You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Home Connection
• If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 2 HC 

calendar (trp) . 
• Give all students the lesson 7 HC devotion , or show parents the URL on the 

back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves .
• Thank parents for allowing their children to be a part of your class and to hear 

God’s Word .
• Plan a farm field trip for your students and their families . Include a hayride and 

a bonfire for roasting hot dogs and marshmallows . Send an invitation to each 
family this week .
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 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Give students paper and pens to write a letter of worship to God, promising to listen 
to His voice . In the background, play the suggested songs: 

• “Word of God Speak” by MercyMe 
• “Spirit of the Living God” by Vertical Worship 

Memory Work: II Timothy 3:16–17
Review II Timothy 3:16–17 using the unit 2 MV poster (trp) . Play a game of Breathe 
Your Word on Me . Form teams according to how many sets of memory verse strips 
you made . Place each team’s strips on a table . Have them line up in front of them . 
Give each student a straw . 

Students take turns using their straws to blow the memory verse strips into the 
correct order . On “go,” the first student on each team begins blowing the pieces into 
the correct order . At ten second intervals, shout “switch,” at which time the next 
teammate steps in to take over . After a team has put the memory verse words in 
order, they say the verse together . Continue play as time allows .

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: A Closer Look

On the activity papers (page 2), students will find what looks to 
be the Bible lesson verse . Upon closer inspection, they will notice 
it has been altered . God’s Word stands the test of time. It does 
not change; it does not need to be altered. 

Instruct students to correct the verse . The words that have been 
replaced can be found in the picture of Jonah . As students find 
them, they should place them back in the verse .

Discuss how God’s Word still speaks to us today . It will never be 
outdated; it does not need to be adjusted to fit modern culture. 
Identify ways students can listen to God’s Word and honor it in 
their lives .

Unit 2 Memory Verses 
“All scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be per-
fect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.”
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Option 1: Where Is Jonah?
Explain that you have hidden Jonah under one of the cups . Students take turns 
answering trivia questions about today’s lesson . If the answer is correct, the student 
picks up a cup . If Jonah is under the cup, that student wins . Play again as time 
allows, having students turn their backs as the winner hides Jonah again .

Review Questions
1. Why did many people follow Jesus? To see the miracles He did
2. What did they challenge Jesus to do? To prove His identity
3. In which town did Jonah preach? Ninevah
4. What did Jonah deliver to the Ninevites? The Word of God
5. What did people do when they heard Jonah preach? Repented
6. Where was the queen from? Sheba
7. Who did the Queen of Sheba visit? King Solomon
8. Why did the Queen of Sheba visit Solomon? She wanted to hear his wisdom  

for herself.
9. What did Jesus do instead of miracles? He preached.

10. What did Jesus remind the people about the Ninevites? That they repented 
when Jonah preached to them.

Option 2: Top Honors
Play the super-cool Spy theme music  . Enter the room acting like a spy . Place the 
TOP SECRET files in a stack in the center of a table . You have each been selected to 
be special agents in our spy agency. Your mission is to first select a file from the 
stack. You will open the file and read the scenario quietly to yourself and determine 
if this case is honoring God or not honoring God. When you have made your 
decision, close the file and place it in front of you.

When all files are closed, stop the music . Have agents take turns reading their files 
aloud and giving their judgment on the case . Discuss their decisions as a group .

Option 3: JBQ Cake Walk
Play some music . When the music stops, call out a number . The person on that 
number must answer a question . If they get it correct, they choose a treat or prize 
and then they are out of the game . If they get it incorrect, play continues and the 
student remains in the game .

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses  . 
Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again . 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews .
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Unit 2
Lessons from I and II Timothy

Unit Aim
Students will conclude God’s mercy 
and His Word are vital in our lives.

Unit Bible Verses
II Timothy 3:16–17

Scripture Text
II Timothy 4:1–5
Acts 19:21–20:1 

Bible Lesson Verse
II Timothy 4:2

Bible Point
God wants us to share His Word.

Life Application
I will share God’s Word.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Fresh farm produce for students to sample, napkins, offering container, attendance charts 
(ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots

Opening Activity: Paper (1 sheet per small group), pencils, timer, individually wrapped candies 

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: See www.biblegateway.com to study Acts 19:21–20:1 in several different translations 

(e.g., King James Version, English Standard Version, and New Living Translation). 
Bibles, activity papers (page 1), colored pencils

Apply and Act
Life Application: Cut apart the Role-Play Task cards (trp) 
Prayer and Call to Action: Sticky notes (4 per student), pencils
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a unit 3 HC calendar (trp)  and a lesson 

8 HC devotion .

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested lyric videos: “If We Are the Body” by Casting Crowns, “Build Your Kingdom Here”  
by Rend Collective

Memory Work: Use masking tape to mark a start line. At the opposite end of the room, tape off a finish 
line. Place a megaphone for each team on the finish line. 
Unit 2 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils, KJV Bibles or Bible app
Option 1: Ice cream cones (2 per student), ball pit ball, ice cream, serving scoop, napkins
Option 2: Plan an ice cream sundae event on a Sunday. Cut cardstock sheets into quarters to create 

postcard-sized sheets. Students will need pencils, markers, colored pencils, and ice-cream 
stickers and/or stamps.

Option 3: Take a large piece of foam and attach lollipops all over it.
JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

October 25
2020

PREACH THE WORD
Paul Preaches in the Face of Danger 8
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Bring fresh farm produce to share with students . Discuss how each item is grown . 
Allow students to sample the produce .

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God wants us 
to share His Word . Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

I was willing to share my farm produce with you. I know that eating fruits and 
vegetables is necessary for you to be healthy and grow properly. Studying God’s 
Word and sharing it with others helps us to grow spiritually.

Opening Activity: Sharing
Form small groups of two or three students . Give each group a pencil and a sheet of 
paper . Each group should designate one member as the secretary, who writes things 
down . Allow ninety seconds for groups to list things they can share . 

When time is called, the group with the longest list goes first, reading each item from 
their list . If an item called out is listed by another group, it is crossed out on all lists . 
Let all groups name the remaining unchecked items on their lists . Congratulate the 
group with the most items left on their list .

Many things we share are not tangible. For example, we share emotions such as 
love, joy, and smiles. We also share words, such as news, secrets, and invitations. 

For each intangible item listed (checked or not), give each team member a piece of candy . 

• Did anyone list the gospel or God’s Word? If so, give those team members 
several pieces of candy . 

• Did any students not receive a piece of candy? 
• Did anyone offer to share with them? If so, give them more candy . 

Sharing is not an automatic action. It is a learned behavior. God wants us to share 
His Word. He gave us examples about how to share it.

     Teacher Devotional
Read II Timothy 4:1–5 as it relates to Acts 19:21–20:1 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
God has a passion for the living . God did not come to make bad people good as much as He came 
to make dead people live . God’s Word is the foundation for calling others back to life, and we must 
share it .

To You as a Teacher
We share what is most true to ourselves . If we are to share God’s Word, we must spend time in His 
presence with His Word . When we are deeply rooted in Him and His Word, we can truly share its fruit .

To Your Students
Choosing to serve God when others are not can be difficult . Standing for truth when others have turned 
away can be especially tough . God, however, is pleased when we continue to walk in His ways no matter 
what others do . 

Prepare your students for those trying times by showing them how to pray and study God’s Word . 
Discuss difficult circumstances and false doctrine that may arise . How can they prepare to stand for 
truth during those times? By being grounded in the truth, they can share that truth with others .
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RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever shared very important news with a friend or 

family member?

Bible Lesson:  Paul Preaches in the Face of Danger  
(Acts 19:21–20:1; II Timothy 4:1–5)

Be sure every student has a Bible .

• What is a mentor? A person you trust to instruct you, lead you, and guide you

When Paul was not mentoring Timothy face-to-face, Paul would write letters to 
Timothy, similar to the way we call or text each other today. Two of Paul’s letters to 
Timothy are in the New Testament. Can you find them? Give hints, if needed, to help 
students find I and II Timothy .

As a class, read II Timothy 4:2 together . “Be instant in season, out of season” means 
to be ready to serve God in good times and difficult times. Paul taught Timothy to be 
instant in season and out of season. In the Book of Acts, whenever Paul preached, 
either a revival or a riot seemed to break out—often both. He admonished Timothy 
to preach the Word, no matter what—in season or out. Some will receive the gospel; 
some will reject it. You will be praised; you will be persecuted. There will be revivals; 
there will be riots. Whatever happens, keep preaching.

Based on Acts 19, set the scene and describe the situation in Ephesus . For two years 
Ephesus had experienced revival. The apostle Paul and his team preached the gospel 
daily. The people had heard about God’s salvation and witnessed mighty miracles. 
Many repented and, at a citywide bonfire, burned their books from other religions. 
Once they found the truth in Jesus Christ, these books no longer had value to them.

Demetrius, a local businessman, was worried. He called a meeting of the Silversmith’s 
Union to inform his co-laborers about the damage Paul and his team were doing to 
the economy. Their businesses were in danger of going bankrupt because people had 
stopped worshiping the goddess Diana. They were no longer purchasing the silver 
idols and related products. Instead, they served Jesus, the one true God.

A riot ensued. A crowd gathered in the city’s amphitheater for a demonstration. 
Many were confused and had no idea what the demonstration was about. They were 
simply caught up in the hysteria.

Paul wanted to confront the people, but fearing for his life, the members of his 
team stopped him. A man named Alexander tried to reason with the people, but 
they refused to listen. For two hours the rioters rocked the amphitheater with their 
chants, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians.”

Finally, the city clerk commanded the attention of the crowd. He reasoned with 
them. “Everyone knows Ephesus is the home for worship of the great goddess 
Diana. Why are you acting like this? There is no reason for this demonstration. 
These men have not said anything against our goddess. They have not stolen from 
her temple. If they have broken the law, let Demetrius press charges and let the 
court hear this case. Ephesus will not be ruled by mobs. Now, go home.”

Just like that, the demonstrators scattered. Paul encouraged his followers before 
saying goodbye. Then he traveled to Macedonia to continue preaching the gospel. 
In season, out of season, through good times and bad, Paul shared God’s Word. 

Distribute activity papers (page 1) and colored pencils . Challenge students to design 
billboards to display on the interstate in Ephesus promoting riot and revival . 

• For the top billboard, give students five minutes to pretend they are part of the 
mob who is angry about the revival . The board should urge people to join the 
movement against the “false religion” infiltrating the city .

Do your students understand the 
difference between the gospel and 
being born again? The gospel is 
the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus. (See I Corinthians 
15:1–4.) Being born again requires 
repentance, water baptism in the 
name of Jesus, and the infilling of 
the Holy Ghost. (See Acts 2:38.) The 
preaching of the gospel leads us to 
obey God’s plan to be born again of 
the water and the Spirit.

Bible Lesson Verse
“Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine” (II Timothy 4:2).
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• For the bottom billboard, give students five minutes to promote the gospel and 
invite people to hear Paul preach at the revival services .

When time is called, let students share their billboard ideas .

• Based on these billboards, if you had been in Ephesus, would you have 
participated in the riot or the revival? Why?

• Based on what you know about the Word of God, which movement would you 
have joined? Why?

In good times and bad times, Paul shared God’s Word. God wants us to do the same.

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will share God’s Word .

The most valuable thing you can share with others is God’s Word. Compare 
witnessing to billboards . 

• If you were designing a billboard for your church, what would it say? How would 
it look? Where would you want it displayed? 

Discuss the public’s reaction to a faded billboard standing lopsided along a gravel road 
versus a well-lit billboard with appealing graphics and text along the interstate highway . 

Did you know you are a walking billboard? So as a billboard, what do you say about 
your church and your Savior? As living billboards who advertise God’s Word, it is 
important how we present ourselves. 

Role-play different scenarios to demonstrate the do’s and don’ts of witnessing . 
Hand out Role-Play Task cards (trp)  to students (or groups of students) . Give them 
time to think of how they can present their scenario . Below are some points to make 
about each scenario .

Role Play 1: I will share God’s Word with love. Act as if you are explaining God’s 
new-birth plan to a friend . 

We can share God’s Word with WHAT we say. 

• Speak the truth in love. 
• Kindly let others know what you are saying is not your opinion or what your 

church teaches; rather, it is what God’s Word says.

Role Play 2: I will share God’s Word with wisdom. Act as if you are trying to 
persuade a cousin that there is only one God . 

When we share God’s Word, we need to be careful HOW we say it.

• Watch your tone of voice and your body language. 
• Do you sound defensive? 
• Do you appear to be a know-it-all or holier-than-thou? 
• Is your head down? 
• Are your words mumbled?

Role Play 3: I will share God’s Word in the proper location. Act as if during math 
class you are talking to a friend about the Bible and visiting your church . 

When we share God’s Word, we need to think about WHERE we are. Pick where you 
witness wisely. 

• Is it a quiet place where your friend can hear what you are saying? 
• Is the setting free from distractions? 
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• Will you interrupt someone else’s conversation or a class?

Role Play 4: I will share God’s Word carefully. What if the person you are talking 
to goes to another church? 

When we share God’s Word, we need to be aware of our REACTIONS. What if you 
meet opposition and someone wants to argue? Refuse to argue. Control your voice 
and attitude. Walk away if needed. 

Perhaps the person is not interested. Do not force your beliefs on that person. Some 
people are not ready to receive the gospel. Pray for that person and wait until the 
time is right to try again.

Brainstorm ways students can share God’s Word . If a student has recently won 
someone to the Lord, ask that student to share the testimony with the class .

• What kind of billboard are you? Do your actions, appearance, and attitude 
attract people to Jesus or cause them to reject Him? 

Prayer and Call to Action
Give each student four sticky notes and a pencil . On each note, ask students to write 
the name of someone they will try to share God’s Word with this week . Ask students 
to hold their completed sticky notes as they gather to pray . 

Lead in prayer: Thank You, Lord, for the privilege and freedom to share Your Word with 
others. Strengthen and empower us with Your Spirit. Help us be loving, wise, and careful 
as we speak. Remove our pride, fear, and shyness. Give us courage and boldness. Help 
us share Your Word with the people we have chosen. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Home Connection
• For each student, send home the unit 3 HC calendar (trp) , and the lesson 8 HC 

devotion , or show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper so they 
can download it themselves .

• This week send a message to the parents of each student letting them know you 
are praying for their family . Share an encouraging Bible verse with them .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

People need the love and hope we share. Discuss the responsibility of sharing God’s 
Word . Encourage students to worship and seek God’s anointing power as you show 
the suggested lyric videos: 

• “If We Are the Body” by Casting Crowns
• “Build Your Kingdom Here” by Rend Collective 

Memory Work: II Timothy 3:16–17
Review II Timothy 3:16–17 using the unit 2 MV poster (trp) . 

Form teams . Have teams line up at the start line . The first student on each team 
runs to the finish line, picks up the megaphone, and says the memory verses . Then 
students run back to the start line, tag the next person, and the process repeats . The 
first team to have all players complete the task is the winner .

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

Possible Answers for  
Sharing God’s Word

Invite people to church.

Tell a friend about a prayer God 
has answered for you.

Share how God moved in a 
service.

Give your personal testimony 
about being born again.

Ask someone (not in church) to 
help you memorize verses for 
Bible quizzing.

Unit 2 Memory Verses 
“All scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be per-
fect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.”
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Step by Step, We 
Share

Direct students to the activity paper 
(page 2) . Students will need KJV Bibles 
or a Bible app .

Step 1: Students look up Acts 19:21–20:1 . 

Step 2: Students fill in the blanks to the 
phrases (which occur in order) .

Step 3: In the word search, students find 
and circle the words in ALL CAPS .

Step 4: From the phrases, students use 
the numbered blank in each word to 
fill in the blanks below to answer the 
question: What can I do? I can share 
God’s Word.

Option 1: May I Share God’s Word with You?
Have students line up, single file . Give each student an ice cream cone . Ask students 
to think of a good thing about God to share . To play, you begin by holding a cone 
with a pit ball (“ice cream”) in it .

• Ask the first student, “May I share God’s Word with you?” 
• The student will say, “Yes,” and hold out his or her cone . 
• You share a good thing about God (e .g ., “Jesus loves you”) as you tip your cone 

to roll the ball into the student’s cone . 
• The student says, “Thank you,” and then shares a good thing about God with the 

next student in line while transferring the ball into that student’s cone . 
• Repeat until everyone has had a turn .

Reward students with real ice cream in new cones for sharing God’s Word with others .

Option 2: Sundae Invitation
Give each student a cardstock postcard to create an invitation . Have students write 
at the top of the postcard: Sundae on Sunday . Under the heading have them write 
an invitation (e .g ., It would be sweet to have you as my guest) . Be sure they include 
the date of the event . Students can add their own drawings, ice cream stickers, and 
stamps to the invitations . 

Encourage them to give the invitation to a friend or neighbor .

Option 3: JBQ Lollipop Tree
Ask students a unique word, quotation, or location question . If they get it right, they 
pick from the lollipop tree .

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses  . 
Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again . 

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews .

Answers for Fill in the Blanks
STIR about that WAY
SILVERSMITH named DEMETRIUS
SHRINES made of SILVER
WORKMEN of like OCCUPATION
WEALTH by this CRAFT
PEOPLE persuaded by PAUL
CRAFT is in DANGER
TEMPLE of DIANA
DIANA of the EPHESIANS
CITY filled with CONFUSION
RUSHED into the THEATRE
PAUL stopped by the DISCIPLES
TWO hours they CRIED out 
TOWNCLERK appeased the PEOPLE
IMAGE fell down from JUPITER
DISMISSED the ASSEMBLY
UPROAR was CEASED
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November 1
2020

9
Unit 3

Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah

Unit Aim
Students will assess the examples 
of Ezra and Nehemiah to learn how 
to work for God.

Unit Bible Verses
Ezra 3:10–11

Scripture Text
Ezra 1–3

Bible Lesson Verse
Ezra 1:5

Bible Point
God inspires us to build His church.

Life Application
I will build God’s kingdom.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Building materials (e.g., LEGO bricks, K’nex, building blocks, popsicle sticks, straws), glue, 
offering container, attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots

Opening Activity: Blueprint poster (trp), activity papers (page 1), pencils, rulers 

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Portable canopy, tablecloths or blankets, biblical robe and head covering, Bible, 

tambourines, bells, small musical instruments

Apply and Act
Life Application: Cut apart the Building scenarios (trp) 

New Birth poster (trp) 
Prayer and Call to Action: Whiteboard and marker
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a lesson 9 HC devotion .  For students 

who have not received one yet, print a unit 3 HC calendar (trp) . Take pictures of each student 
participating in class and send them to the student’s parents, letting them know how much you 
enjoy having their child in your class.

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested lyric videos: “Build Your Kingdom Here” by Rend Collective, “Kingdom Come” by 
Covenant Worship, “Your Kingdom Come”  from PPH’s Oasis Adventures VBS 

Memory Work: Use a Sharpie to write words or phrases from Ezra 3:10 on masking tape. Place each 
word or phrase on a Jenga block. Note: verse 10 has forty-three words, so if you have multiple 
students or teams competing, you will need a lot of blocks. 
Unit 3 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Cut along the lines of the Temple puzzle  to create puzzle pieces. Also print and cut apart 

the Question sheet  to create question cards.
Option 2: Students will need construction paper, markers, and pencils.
Option 3: Attach a verse reference to each bowling pin. Set up the bowling pins in formation.

JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

REBUILDING THE TEMPLE
Cyrus Helps God’s People Rebuild
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Show students the building materials . Encourage them to build a barn with the 
materials of their choosing . Introduce the new unit and explain that the lessons will 
focus on the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem . 

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God inspires us 
to build His church. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: Design a Church Building
Display the Blueprint poster (trp) . Explain how you can tell where the walls, windows, 
and doors are located . Today you get to design a new church building . If you were to 
add some new rooms to our church building, what would you add? Why? Distribute 
activity papers (page 1), pencils, and rulers . On the activity paper, students design 
their dream church building . As they work, discuss the importance of each room of 
the church . Remind students to include classrooms, offices, restrooms, a kitchen, 
and other rooms they can think of . 

Our Bible Point says God inspires us to build His church. What does that mean? It is 
more than just building the rooms and putting walls up. When we build the church, 
we are building people. We each have a unique role to fulfill in the kingdom of God. 

• What are some of the roles that must be filled in a church? Pastor, musicians, 
teachers, greeters, ushers, bus drivers, janitors, cooks, and so on

It takes all of us working together to build the kingdom of God. At the bottom of the 
activity paper, ask students to write what the church means to them .

Word Aflame Primary • Lesson 9 • Blueprint Poster • ©2020 PPH

     Teacher Devotional
Read Ezra 1–3 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
As God’s creation, our lives are built upon the foundation of His character . Our circumstances provide 
the building blocks for His handiwork . He has called us into His presence, so together we might build 
His kingdom .

To You as a Teacher
Any creative endeavor we embark upon should start with God . In His hands, our lives can be a tool of great 
value . Whether we are hitting a nail or driving home a point, we can work with Him to build His kingdom .

To Your Students
Our students need to understand that they are an important part of the church . Every believer has a 
unique role in God’s plan .

Help students understand that God’s kingdom is larger than your church or community . Discuss the 
purpose of North American Missions and Global Missions . 

• Share information about a home missionary in your district . If possible, share a video of what the 
missionary is doing in that city . 

• Share information about the foreign missionaries supported by your church . Show students their pictures and 
websites . Read a recent newsletter that highlights exciting things happening in a specific country . 

• Discuss ways students could be involved in missions without going to the country itself, such as becoming 
pen pals with missionary kids, sending care packages, and giving . 

It takes all of us working together to build God’s kingdom .
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RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever helped build something? What was it and who 

did you help?

Bible Lesson:  Cyrus Helps God’s People Rebuild (Ezra 1–3)
Have you ever created a blanket fort? Today we will create a blanket temple. Set 
up the portable canopy, covering it with tablecloths or blankets . After building the 
temple, encourage students to join you inside the “temple” for a story .

Dress in a biblical robe and head covering and present the following story as a 
person who witnessed everything firsthand . 

Many years ago, King Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem. The Temple built by Solomon 
was destroyed. My people were in exile as we scattered anywhere we could find safety. 
It was a very difficult time because there was much persecution. Do you know what 
persecution is? . . . People making fun of you, bullying you, and even trying to hurt you. 

As you can imagine, we grew quite excited when the new king, King Cyrus, made a 
proclamation that still amazes me. God stirred King Cyrus’s heart, and he declared 
that all God’s people should leave exile and return to Jerusalem to rebuild the 
Temple that had been destroyed. God also stirred the hearts of the priests, the 
Levites, and the leaders of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin to return to Jerusalem 
to rebuild the Temple.

It was so exciting to head back home, but we were not sure how we could rebuild the 
Temple without the proper supplies. What would we do? We didn’t have tools. We 
didn’t have gold or silver. We needed a miracle. 

Would you believe that our neighbors, friends, and even King Cyrus himself 
provided the gold, silver, animals, and all the other tools we needed? It was a 
miracle. God always provides for His people. Almost 42,000 people made their way 
back to Jerusalem. You should have seen it. People came from every direction for as 
far as the eye could see. 

Zerubbabel along with his family and several priests rebuilt an altar to God in the 
same place where it had been before. Just as Moses had taught, they sacrificed 
burnt offerings to God on the sacred spot. 

A year later, after much planning, they finally began construction on the Temple. 
Does anyone know the very first thing you do when constructing a building? You lay 
a strong foundation, and that is just what they did.

Once the foundation was completed, there was a great celebration. I want all of you 
to experience what it was like when that glorious praise went up to God. Please take 
an instrument and wait for my instructions. Hand out instruments . Instruct students 
to play their instruments, shout, sing, and give thanks to God for thirty seconds 
without stopping .

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will build God’s kingdom .

Our Bible lesson focused on building the physical kingdom of God. 

• How is building God’s spiritual kingdom like building His physical kingdom? 

First, we must have a strong foundation that starts by being born again. Show the 
New Birth poster (trp) . As we build our Christian lives, we should dedicate ourselves 
to God’s work by supporting our local church and obeying our pastor.

Choose three pairs of students . Give each pair a Building scenario (trp)  . Allow 
a few minutes for students to work together to develop actions for the scenarios . 
Challenge them to be creative and thoughtful .

Bible Lesson Verse
“Then rose up the chief of the fathers 
of Judah and Benjamin, and the 
priests, and the Levites, with all 
them whose spirit God had raised, to 
go up to build the house of the lord 
which is in Jerusalem” (Ezra 1:5).
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After each group presents their scenario, summarize the results and open the floor 
for additional feedback from the students who observed .

Scenario #1
Student 1: Say, “I don’t have anything to offer to help build the kingdom of God .”

Student 2: Share encouraging words and examples of how to help build God’s kingdom . Examples include: 
• Make cards for the sick and 

elderly . 
• Pick up trash in the parking lot . 
• Mow the church lawn . 

• Sing in the choir . 
• Invite friends to church . 
• Play an instrument during 

worship . 

• Help with cleanup after a church 
dinner . 

• Dust the furniture in the 
sanctuary or a classroom .

Teacher Summary for Scenario #1: We all have a role we can fulfill in God’s kingdom.

Scenario #2 
Student 1: Say, “I want my friends to come to church, but I’m not sure how to invite them .”

Student 2: Share ideas for inviting friends to activities at the church (e .g ., VBS, kids’ services, Sunday school, special 
services, activity nights, church dinners) . Share ideas like telling friends the exciting things that are happening at church, 
sharing a favorite Bible verse with them, and telling of a time when God answered a prayer .

Teacher Summary for Scenario #2: God wants us to build His kingdom by sharing the gospel with our friends. 

Scenario #3
Student 1: Say, “A church repair day is coming up soon . My parents won’t let me use construction tools . How can I help 
build God’s kingdom?”

Student 2: Share ways to help, like picking up trash, sweeping a floor, bringing a snack for other workers, or passing out 
water to workers .

Teacher Summary for Scenario #3: There is always a way to help build God’s kingdom. 

Prayer and Call to Action
Ask students to share different roles people play in your church . 

• What are some roles you might want to fulfill in our church when you are older? 
Write their ideas on the board . (Examples might include teacher, usher, singer, 
preacher, cleaning crew, sound department volunteer.)

• What are some roles you might want to fulfill in God’s kingdom around the 
world when you are older? Write their ideas on the board . (Examples might 
include missionary, evangelist, orphanage worker, medical missionary, church 
builder, overseas school builder.)

Lead in prayer: Thank You, Lord, for everyone who helps in our church. Name 
specific individuals . Thank You for their willingness to build Your kingdom. I pray 
You would bless each of them and help them to know they are an important part 
of Your kingdom. You have a special plan for each of us in Your kingdom. Show us 
how we can serve and build Your kingdom. Help us to work together to build Your 
kingdom. Fill each of us with the power of the Holy Spirit. Help us to share our time 
and talents to build Your kingdom around the world. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Home Connection
• If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 3 HC 

calendar (trp)  . 
• Give all students the lesson 9 HC devotion , or show parents the URL on the 

back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves .
• Send parents a picture of their child participating in class . Thank parents for 

allowing their child to be a part of your class .
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 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Encourage students to raise their hands in worship while singing along with the 
suggested lyric videos: 

•  “Build Your Kingdom Here” by Rend Collective
• “Kingdom Come” by Covenant Worship
• “Your Kingdom Come”  from PPH’s Oasis Adventures 2020 VBS

Memory Work: Ezra 3:10–11
Introduce Ezra 3:10–11 using the unit 3 MV poster (trp) . Explain any words or phrases 
your students do not understand . Read verse 10 together several times . Knowing 
God’s Word can help us build His kingdom. The builders laid the foundation of the 
Temple. Then the priests, Levites, and other people worshiped and rejoiced. 

Give each student or group of students a set of MV blocks . Challenge students to 
build a wall by putting the words of the verse in order . When they have completed 
their wall, they should celebrate . After the memory work is finished, students add a 
Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp)  to the correct barn on their memory charts .

REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Builders Needed

On the activity papers (page 2), students use the puzzle pieces to fill in the blanks of 
the puzzle . Once they have rebuilt the unit memory verses, have students read the 
passage aloud . Many people came together to rebuild the Temple. Our bodies are 
now the temple of the Lord. 

• What does that mean? 
• Do different people contribute to helping you build your life? Identify the people 

God has placed around your students to help them build strong, godly lives .

Option 1: Build the Puzzle Review
Form two teams . Each team elects a captain . Place the Temple puzzle pieces  and 
Question cards  face down in separate piles . 

• Using the question cards, ask one team at a time a question . Team members 
work together to determine an answer; the captain reveals the answer . 

• If the answer is correct, the team draws one puzzle piece and adds it to the 
puzzle . The team keeps the question card as a means of keeping score .

• If the answer is incorrect, the opportunity to answer goes to the other team . 
• If both teams miss, the question card is placed back into the question pile . 

Play continues until the puzzle is put together . The team with the most answered 
question cards wins the game .

Option 2: Thank You, Kingdom Builders
Who are some people we could thank for helping to build God’s kingdom? Ask 
students to make thank you cards for these people . Each student picks a piece of 
colored construction paper and folds it in half . Students decide who they want to 
thank for helping build God’s kingdom and make a thank you card for that person . 
Students draw and decorate on the front of the card and write a message of thanks 
to the person they chose on the inside .

Unit 3 Memory Verses 
“10And when the builders laid the 
foundation of the temple of the 
Lord, they set the priests in their ap-
parel with trumpets, and the Levites 
the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to 
praise the Lord, after the ordinance 
of David king of Israel. 11And they 
sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the lord; 
because he is good, for his mercy 
endureth for ever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a 
great shout, when they praised the 
lord, because the foundation of the 
house of the lord was laid.”

Option 3: JBQ Bowling
Students will take turns rolling a ball 
down to knock out the bowling pins. 
Whichever pins they knock down, 
they must quote the references on 
the pins. For each verse they quote 
correctly, they get a point.

If students have mastered the 
verses, send home a new set of JBQ 
Verses . Otherwise let them study 
the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ 
reviews.
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Unit 3
Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah

Unit Aim
Students will assess the examples 
of Ezra and Nehemiah to learn how 
to work for God.

Unit Bible Verses
Ezra 3:10–11

Scripture Text
Nehemiah 1–3

Bible Lesson Verse
Nehemiah 2:18

Bible Point
God gives us burdens.

Life Application
I will respond when God  
places a burden in my heart.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Create a fishing pole using a stick, string, and a magnet at the end of the string. If your 
classroom décor includes a pond, attach a magnet to the items in the pond. If you do not have a 
pond, create one using a blue tarp, plastic fish, frogs, and so on.
Offering container, attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots

Opening Activity: Cut cardstock into 2'' x 6'' strips for bookmarks (1 per student).
Whiteboard and markers, colored pencils, markers; optional: lamination 

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Bibles, fancy cup, crown

Apply and Act
Life Application: Completed bookmarks from Opening Activity, activity papers (page 1), pencils 
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies necessary
Home Connection: For each student, copy the lesson 10 HC devotion . For students who have not 

received one yet, print a unit 3 HC calendar (trp) .

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested lyric videos: “Help Me” Cortt Chavis, “If We Are the Body” by Casting Crowns 
Memory Work: Unit 3 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Graham cracker squares (4 per student), plates (1 per student), pretzel sticks, spoons, 

vanilla icing tubs (to share)
Option 2: Print and cut apart one set of Relay Race Instructions  for each team.
Option 3: Create a tic-tac-toe board on the floor using painters’ tape. From posterboard, create large X’s 

(red) and O’s (yellow) and laminate them.
JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

A BURDEN TO BUILD
Nehemiah’s BurdenNovember 8

2020

10
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Encourage students to go fishing in the pond . Have them show the class what they caught . 

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God gives 
us burdens. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: Define Burden
• What does it mean to “have a burden”? 

On the whiteboard write: Burden . Let students share what they think a burden is 
and write their definitions on the board .

Burden can mean many different things. For our lesson today, burden will be defined 
as “an intense feeling to help God or others.” Write this definition on the board . It is 
a deep commitment to follow God’s plan. 

Has God ever given you a burden for someone? Maybe you felt like He wanted you to 
give food to the homeless or help your elderly neighbors take care of their yard. 

• What is a specific burden God has given you? If students do not feel a specific 
burden, encourage them to open their hearts to receiving one .

Give each student a blank bookmark and colored pencils or markers . 

• On the bookmarks, have students write: I have a burden for (insert burden) .
• Give time for students to think, pray, and consider how they can finish that 

statement . 
• After writing their burden on the bookmark, students can use the markers and 

colored pencils to illustrate their burden on the bookmark . 

Explain that these bookmarks should be used in their Bibles as a reminder of the 
burden God has given them . Consider laminating the bookmarks .

     Teacher Devotional
Read Nehemiah 1–3 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
From the beginning, God has been a worker, creatively crafting a space for intimacy with His creation . 
God does not give us the gift of a burden to weigh us down, but rather to remind us of our strength . 
Burdens are gifts that propel us to fulfill our calling—we are the image bearers of a creative God at work .

To You as a Teacher
The burden of a gift is a beautiful thing . The gift tells us we have value in the eyes of the giver . The gift 
calls us into relationship . When God places the gift of a burden on our lives, we know He values us and 
believes in us even more than we may believe in ourselves . We honor Him by responding to the burden .

To Your Students
Yes, God speaks to young people, but we must encourage them to listen for His voice . Share stories of 
people who felt a burden or call from God as a child . Perhaps they received a call to preach, or maybe 
they did a coat or toy drive for an orphanage . How did this call from childhood manifest itself as this 
person became an adult? 

Encourage students to listen to and follow the voice of God . The possibilities for how God will use them 
are endless .

PM Fall20 TM.indd   63PM Fall20 TM.indd   63 4/7/20   5:26 PM4/7/20   5:26 PM



64

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you felt compassion when you saw a person in pain or in 

need of help?

Bible Lesson:  Nehemiah’s Burden (Nehemiah 1–3)
Select a student to play the part of Nehemiah . Nehemiah was a very cheerful man . 
Nehemiah should smile big . In addition to being cheerful, Nehemiah was a trustworthy 
and loyal cupbearer for the king . Select another student to play the part of the king . 

• Do you know what a cupbearer is? 

A cupbearer is someone who would drink from the king’s cup before the king to 
make sure the drink was not poisoned. This was a very special position and gave 
Nehemiah close access to the king that very few people had.

One day Nehemiah’s brother and some friends came to visit. Nehemiah asked them, 
“How are things in Jerusalem?” 

Their answer made him very sad. They told him the walls around Jerusalem were 
in ruin and the gates were destroyed by fire. This meant the residents of Jerusalem 
had no defense from enemies or wild animals, and it was also a disgrace to 
Nehemiah’s people.

Nehemiah was very upset. He spent several days fasting and praying. He felt an 
overwhelming burden in his heart for his home and his people. As he sincerely 
prayed to God, he asked, “Please, God, give me favor with the king. I know he can 
help with this terrible problem.”

Place a crown on the king’s head and have the king sit in a chair facing the students . 
Give Nehemiah a cup to act out the following . Later, as Nehemiah served the king 
his drink, the king noticed this always cheerful man was sad. “Why are you so sad, 
Nehemiah, my friend? Are you sick? You look heartbroken.”

Nehemiah explained, “Your Majesty, my heart is heavy with a burden. I am thinking 
about my people in Jerusalem. They suffer in a city with broken walls and burned 
gates. No one in the city is safe.”

The king looked at Nehemiah with concern. “How can I help?” Nehemiah’s prayer 
was being answered.

“Please, Your Majesty, may I travel to Jerusalem to help rebuild the walls?”

“How long will it take, Nehemiah? What day will you return?”

Nehemiah provided details, and the king was pleased with his answers. Nehemiah 
asked for help with the journey and supplies for rebuilding. The king agreed to 
everything because God directed his thoughts. The king returns to his seat . 

Soon Nehemiah was on his way to Jerusalem. After arriving, he surveyed all the 
damage and made plans. Then he met with the leaders of families in Jerusalem. “Let’s 
build up the walls again. God will help us rebuild everything that was destroyed.”

Everyone responded with willing attitudes. “Let us rise up and build.”

With God’s help, they worked together to build the walls and gates. This was only 
possible because Nehemiah acted on the burden God placed in his heart. Had 
Nehemiah not fasted, prayed, or taken the bold risk of openly speaking to the king 
about his burden, the walls and gates may not have been repaired and restored. God 
helped Nehemiah accomplish the task.

Bible Lesson Verse
“Then I told them of the hand of my 
God which was good upon me; as 
also the king’s words that he had 
spoken unto me. And they said, 
Let us rise up and build. So they 
strengthened their hands for this 
good work” (Nehemiah 2:18).
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APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will respond when God places a burden in my heart .

In the same way Nehemiah responded and obeyed, we should also respond when 
God places burdens in our hearts. Ask students to silently read the statements they 
wrote on their bookmarks during Opening Activity .

• What actions can you take to respond to the burden God has given you? Discuss 
your own personal experience with a burden .

Distribute the activity papers (page 1) . On the stone wall at the top of the page, 
discuss the details shared about Nehemiah . 

Nehemiah
Loyal, cheerful

Cupbearer, King’s court
Affliction, reproach, broken walls

Nehemiah wept, fasted, and prayed .
God answered and the king responded .

Nehemiah shared the burden in his heart .
The walls were built because Nehemiah obeyed God .

Point out the wall at the bottom of the page . You are going to create a wall about you 
and your burden. 

• In the stone at the top of the wall, write your name. 
• In the next row, write two words that describe your character. 
• In the third row, write two positions you hold (consider positions in your family 

or jobs at school). 
• In the fourth row, write your name and the burden you feel God gave you. 
• In the fifth row, write what you can do with your burden. 
• In the sixth row, write what might happen if you obey God and follow the 

burden He has given you.

Prayer and Call to Action
God gives us burdens in our hearts. We may all have different burdens, or we may 
share a burden. When we follow these burdens, we are blessed because of our 
obedience to God. 

Lead students to pray specifically for the burdens they wrote on their bookmarks 
during Opening Activity . Challenge them to pray out loud and declare the burdens 
God has given them . Ask God to empower students to follow their burdens as they 
are led by the Holy Spirit .

Home Connection
• If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 3 HC 

calendar (trp)  . 
• Give all students the lesson 10 HC devotion , or show parents the URL on the 

back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves .
• If you see parents when they pick up their students, ask them to share a way 

God has been good to their family .
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 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Compare the compassion Nehemiah felt for his people and the city of Jerusalem to 
the compassion God wants us to share with the people in our families, churches, 
and communities . Discuss methods and attitudes that display God’s love to others . 

Gather students in a circle and instruct them to place their hands on each other’s 
shoulders . Worship and pray with the suggested lyric videos: 

• “Help Me” by Cortt Chavis
• “If We Are the Body” by Casting Crowns

Memory Work: Ezra 3:10–11
Review Ezra 3:10–11 using the unit 3 MV poster (trp) . These verses describe how 
the people of God celebrated after responding to God’s call to build. Today we will 
practice our memory passage by following the leader using the following actions:

“And when the builders (building motion: one fist on top of the other, building up) 

laid the foundation (stomp on the floor) 

of the temple of the Lord, (point up)

they set the priests in their apparel (stand tall and proud) 

with trumpets, (mimic playing a trumpet)

and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, (mimic playing cymbals)

to praise the Lord, (clap hands or raise hands)

after the ordinance (mimic writing a law) 

of David king of Israel. (pretend to put on a crown)

And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; 
(mimic directing a choir)

because he (point up) 

is good, (give two thumbs up)

for his mercy endureth for ever (point far in the distance) 

toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, (shout out loud)

when they praised the Lord, (clap or raise hands)

because the foundation (stomp on the floor) 

of the house of the Lord was laid.” (shout in celebration)

Repeat the passage with the actions as time allows, getting faster each time you say 
it . After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker 
(trp)  to the correct barn on their memory charts .

Unit 3 Memory Verses 
“10And when the builders laid the 
foundation of the temple of the 
lord, they set the priests in their ap-
parel with trumpets, and the Levites 
the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to 
praise the lord, after the ordinance 
of David king of Israel. 11And they 
sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the lord; 
because he is good, for his mercy 
endureth for ever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a 
great shout, when they praised the 
lord, because the foundation of the 
house of the lord was laid.”
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Building Great Things Together

On the activity paper (page 2), students use the key to fill in the blanks of Nehemiah 
2:18 . Discuss how we can accomplish more when we work with others toward a 
common goal . God also wants to work with us to accomplish great things in our lives. 

• In what areas of your life is God working right now? Talents, boldness, wisdom, 
attitude, Christian character, and so on. Ask students to write their answers at 
the bottom of the AP . 

Option 1: I Can Build Like Nehemiah
Let’s build temple walls like Nehemiah worked to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Demonstrate each step of building as you describe it .

• Give each student a plate containing four graham cracker squares . These 
Graham crackers represent the temple walls. They are incomplete and in 
disarray. They need to be repaired. 

• Pass out spoons and let students share a tub of vanilla icing . For the walls to be 
repaired, you must first spread a layer of wall glue (icing) on one side of each 
cracker. 

• Next let’s fortify the walls by lining up pretzel sticks vertically across each 
cracker. Place multiple pretzels across all four crackers using the icing as glue . 

• Our final step in repairing our edible temples is to place the walls upright and 
use icing as glue to hold the corners together.

Nehemiah responded to the burden God had given him just as we must respond to 
the burdens God gives us.

Option 2: Listening and Obeying Relay Race
Form two teams and have them line up at one end of the room . On the opposite side 
of the room, place each team’s stack of Relay Race Instructions  face down . 

In this relay race, when I say “go,” the first person from each team runs to the table, 
picks up the first card, and does what the card says. When students have completed 
the task, they run back to their team, tag the next person’s hand, and then go to the 
end of the line. The next person repeats the process. 

Play continues until all members have had a turn . The team that finishes first wins . 
Play as time allows .

Nehemiah listened to the burden God placed on his heart and obeyed God. This 
resulted in the Temple being rebuilt. When we listen to and obey God, He responds 
to us and honors our obedience.

Option 3: JBQ Tic-Tac-Toe
Show students the tic-tac-toe board and the posterboard X’s and O’s . Divide 
students into two teams . Ask a question from the JBQ Quizzes  . If they get it right, 
they place their X or O in one of the squares . The team who gets three in a row wins!

If students have mastered the verses, send home a new set of JBQ Verses  . 
Otherwise let them study the same set of verses again .

Save the materials for future JBQ reviews .
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Unit 3
Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah

Unit Aim
Students will assess the examples 
of Ezra and Nehemiah to learn how 
to work for God.

Unit Bible Verses
Ezra 3:10–11

Scripture Text
Nehemiah 4; 6:15–16

Bible Lesson Verse
Nehemiah 4:9

Bible Point
God strengthens us  
when others oppose us.

Life Application
I will do what God asks, even  
when others try to stop me.

CORE SUPPLIES
Welcome: Chocolate pudding, wet wipes, large paper plates (1 per student), offering container, 

attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots
Opening Activity: Plastic cup, Nerf gun and darts, large full box of cereal

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Bibles, 3 kid-sized robes

Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), pencils 
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies necessary
Home Connection: For each student, copy the lesson 11 HC devotion . For students who have not 

received one yet, print a unit 3 HC calendar (trp) .
Optional: For any families facing opposition, make a meal or offer to babysit while the parents 
have a date night.

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested lyric videos: “Good Fight” by Unspoken, “Stand in Your Love” by Josh Baldwin, 
“Fear Is a Liar” by Zach Williams 

Memory Work: Cut the Unit 3 MV Words (trp)  into words or phrases. Insert each slip into a small 
red balloon; inflate the balloons to the size of apples. Use green and brown construction paper 
to create a tree to serve as a backdrop for the red balloon “apples.” Mount the tree on the wall. 
Attach the balloon apples to the tree using tape.
Unit 3 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Per student: Half-sheet of posterboard, markers
Option 2: White paper (1 sheet per student), pencils, colored pencils, markers
Option 3: Music, potato, JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

NEHEMIAH’S OPPOSITION
A Tool and a SwordNovember 15

2020

11
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Hand out paper plates . Students use the chocolate pudding (mud) as finger paint 
to make pictures on the plates of things they might be afraid of or that might be a 
problem on a farm . 

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God 
strengthens us when others oppose us. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their 
attendance charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: The Opposition We Face
Set a plastic cup in the middle of the table . What will happen if I shoot Nerf darts 
at this cup? That’s right. It will fall over. We are like the cup trying to stand against 
problems that come our way. The Nerf gun represents our opposition. The darts 
represent problems or temptations that might keep us from serving God. 

Give each student a chance to shoot a Nerf dart at the cup . On their turn, before 
shooting the dart, students name something that might be a problem or temptation 
for them . On our own we will become weak and fall when opposition comes against 
us. That is why we must trust God and let Him strengthen us. Set the cereal box on 
the table in front of the cup . When we live for God, He acts as a shield to protect us 
from the enemy, just as this cereal box protects our cup. Demonstrate how, when 
you shoot at the cup, the Nerf darts bounce right off the cereal box and the cup stays 
standing . Let students take turns to reinforce the point .

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Think back to when you first were learning to ride a bike or how 

to skate. How many times did you fall? What did you do when you fell? Did you give 
up or did you get back up?

     Teacher Devotional
Read Nehemiah 4; 6:15–16 . Prayerfully consider what these passages say:

About God
God is aware of every opposition we face, whether external or internal . In God’s service, there are 
no failures—only setbacks—as long as we remain faithful and trust Him to provide in the face of our 
shortcomings . In every circumstance, His character remains steadfastly behind those who do His work . 
This truth should strengthen our resolve and steady our hand .

To You as a Teacher
Instead of showing us everything at the outset, God often provides along the way . By this manner, our faith 
is most strengthened . Opposition lays the groundwork for intimacy, providing the wellspring from which 
we drink in His closeness . When we do what He asks in the face of opposition, we can be assured this will 
only draw us deeper into His presence, making us more capable in our task .

To Your Students
Students need to understand that obstacles are a part of both physical and spiritual life . There will 
always be things and people trying to keep us from doing God’s will . How do we react when others are 
against us? Do we run and hide? Do we throw in the towel? Do we face those giants head on?

Show your students how God used Nehemiah as he overcame the obstacles he faced . Encourage your 
students to place their trust in God when faced with obstacles .
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Bible Lesson:  A Tool and a Sword (Nehemiah 4; 6:15–16)
Can anyone tell us what happened in the last lesson about Nehemiah? Remind 
students of the king’s cupbearer . Nehemiah received permission from the king 
to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the broken-down walls and burnt gates. As 
Nehemiah and the people worked, enemies opposed them.

Today we will learn another part of Nehemiah’s story. Help students find Nehemiah 
4 in their Bibles . 

Introduce Nehemiah and ask him to smile and wave . Just look at these mean-looking 
fellows standing beside cheerful, loyal Nehemiah. This is Sanballat and this is 
Tobiah. They scowl and look mean . In Nehemiah 4, we learn that these two men 
did not believe in God. They did not like Jews—especially Nehemiah. They were not 
happy about the walls being rebuilt, and they wanted everyone to know it. Sanballat 
and Tobiah make angry faces . They mocked and made fun of Nehemiah. They laughed 
at the Jews who were helping with the walls. Sanballat and Tobiah mock Nehemiah . 

Sanballat mocked, “Do you really think you can make a great wall from this trash heap?”

Tobiah added, “That wall is such a mess. If a baby fox walked on it, it would crumble.” 

Nehemiah turned away, very upset. He found a place to pray. Have Nehemiah repeat 
the prayer . “Hear us, God. We are being made fun of. These men do not deserve 
forgiveness. Please make them pay for provoking Your anger. Make them be 
captives like we were, so they will know how it feels.”

Nehemiah went back to work with the others. Everyone was determined. They 
worked as hard and as fast as they could. Soon the walls were halfway finished.

Madder than ever, Sanballat and Tobiah plotted and planned with several other 
people to fight against Jerusalem. “Let’s attack them while they build the walls. 
Then they will never be able to finish it.” Sanballat and Tobiah repeat while shaking 
their fists in the air . They did everything they could to stop progress on the walls. 

Nehemiah and the people prayed. Nehemiah posted guards around the workers. 
Still the enemies threatened. Workers became weak. The people in the city were 
worried. So Nehemiah made a plan: when someone blew a trumpet, they would all 
gather together to fight the enemy.

Nehemiah stationed more guards with swords, spears, and bows. “Do not be afraid,” 
he said. “God is great and powerful. Fight for your city. Fight for your families.” 
Nehemiah pretends to blow a trumpet . Select students to come guard him and pose like 
they are ready for a fight . As the Jews came closer to completing the walls, they built 
and fought at the same time. They worked day and night. God gave them strength. 
Workers carried supplies and tools in one hand and a weapon in the other. Students 
pretend to build a wall with one hand while holding an imaginary sword or in the other . 

Sanballat and Tobiah became very frustrated. When the walls were completed in just 
fifty-two days, they were scared and humiliated. Sanballat and Tobiah return to their 
seats looking defeated . Nehemiah and the workers celebrate and take their seats .

God rewarded the determination and effort of the people. God always strengthens 
His people when they face opposition.

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will do what God asks, even when others try to stop me .

When Nehemiah faced opposition, it was not always easy for Him to stand strong 
and do what God asked of him. Many times, he could have given up. Instead, he 
chose to do what God asked, even when others tried to stop him. 

Bible Lesson Verse
“Nevertheless we made our prayer 
unto our God, and set a watch 
against them day and night, because 
of them” (Nehemiah 4:9).

Dress three volunteers (Nehemiah, 
Sanballat, and Tobiah) in biblical 
robes. They should stand beside 
each other. Instruct them to act out 
the lesson as you narrate. 
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We can follow Nehemiah’s example, doing what God asks, even when others try to 
stop us. Ask students to think about times they have faced opposition, times when 
others were against them .

• Has anyone ever tried to convince you to do the wrong thing? Was it something 
that went against the Word of God?

• Have you ever given in to peer pressure? How did you feel? How could you have 
chosen to honor God instead?

Distribute activity papers (page 1) and pencils . Let students form small groups . 
Assign each group a scenario from the activity paper to act out . (See scenes in the 
margin .) After each group performs, have students write an explanation of how the 
first character in each scene should respond in a way that honors God .

We can do what God asks, even when others try to stop us. 

• What are some other ways we can honor God in our lives? Prayer, Bible reading, 
church attendance, following the new-birth plan, showing others compassion, 
and so on

Prayer and Call to Action
At some point, we all face opposition. Sometimes we make a bad choice, even 
though we know we shouldn’t. Think about a bad choice you have made. What was 
the result of your choice? What would have been a better choice?

As a group, let’s pray for strength to do what God asks, even when others try to 
discourage and stop us. Lead in prayer: Dear Jesus, we pray that You would give us 
the strength to overcome obstacles that may be in our path. Help us to stand strong 
when faced with opposition. Help us to do what You ask us to do, no matter how much 
others try to stop us. When faced with a decision to do what is right or wrong, help us 
to come to You first. We know following You is not always easy, but we know You will 
give us the strength to do the hard things that are right. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Home Connection
• If they have not received one yet, send students home with the unit 3 HC 

calendar (trp)  . 
• Give all students the lesson 11 HC devotion , or show parents the URL on the 

back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves .
• Are you aware of any families facing opposition or difficult circumstances? Offer 

to pray for them this week . If possible, make them a meal or offer to babysit 
while the parents have a date night .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

March around the room in victory while worshiping and singing along with the 
suggested lyric videos: 

• “Good Fight” by Unspoken
• “Stand in Your Love” by Bethel Music & Josh Baldwin
• “Fear Is a Liar” by Zach Williams

• Scene 1: Hector wants to 
memorize verses for Bible 
quizzing. Sam tries to stop him 
by saying Bible quizzing isn’t 
cool. How can Hector respond in 
a way that honors God?

• Scene 2: Mia is determined to 
pay tithes and offering on the 
money she earned doing chores. 
Olivia thinks Mia should keep the 
money and spend it on something 
fun. How can Mia respond in a 
way that honors God?

• Scene 3: Asher wants to be 
respectful and listen in Sunday 
school. Wade wants to be talk 
with his neighbor during the 
lesson because it’s more fun. 
How can Asher respond in a way 
that honors God?

• Scene 4: Judy wants to visit her 
elderly neighbor in the hospital. 
Hannah tells her it is a waste of 
her time and that the neighbor’s 
family should take care of them 
instead of the student. How 
can Judy respond in a way that 
honors God?
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Memory Work: Ezra 3:10–11
Review Ezra 3:10–11 using the unit 3 MV poster (trp) . One of the best parts about 
autumn is apple picking. Today we will use balloon “apples” to review our memory 
verses. You will take turns picking “apples” and popping them. Inside each apple is 
a word or phrase from the memory verses. Once all the “apples” are popped, work 
together to arrange the memory verses in the correct order. Conclude the activity by 
asking for volunteers to quote the passage from memory .

If you were to pick apples from a real apple tree, you might occasionally find a rotten 
apple or one with a worm in it. Would you eat a rotten apple? . . . No.

Sometimes we have “rotten apples” for friends. These are friends who try to get us 
to do the wrong thing. 

What should we do if we have a “rotten apple” for a friend? . . . We should pray for 
these friends. We should talk to them and try to teach them to do what is right. We 
might even have to stop spending time together anymore because they are not a 
good influence.

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Keep Building, Don’t Stop

On the activity paper (page 2), students use the code to answer the question: What did 
Nehemiah and the people rebuild in fifty-two days? The walls and gates of Jerusalem

Then using the letters they filled in, students build fifty-two words . As they work, take 
note of those who may get frustrated or be tempted to quit . 

• Do you hear voices of discouragement or encouragement? 

Pause the students’ work to discuss what you hear . Remind students of the 
importance of perseverance . Whether the voices of distraction and discouragement 
come from without or within, we must remember that whatever God calls us to do 
can be accomplished with God’s help. Don’t stop. 

Option 1: Overcoming Opposition Posters
Give each student a half-sheet of posterboard and markers . Ask for volunteers to 
discuss a time when they were faced with opposition and how they handled the 
situation . Ask students to create posters showing others how to say no to opposition .

Option 2: Doing-Right Comic Strips
Share a personal story about a time when doing the right thing was not easy . Then 
have students think of their own examples . 

Distribute white paper and a pencil to each student . Have colored pencils or markers 
available for students who wish to use them . Students will create a comic strip about 
their experience . 

Doing the right thing during difficult times is not always easy, but we should choose 
to do what God wants us to do even when faced with opposition.

Option 3: JBQ Hot Potato
Play music as students pass around a potato . When the music stops, the student 
holding the potato should quote a verse, give the reference, or answer a JBQ Quiz  
question .

Unit 3 Memory Verses 
1“10And when the builders laid the 
foundation of the temple of the 
lord, they set the priests in their ap-
parel with trumpets, and the Levites 
the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to 
praise the lord, after the ordinance 
of David king of Israel. 11And they 
sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the lord; 
because he is good, for his mercy 
endureth for ever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a 
great shout, when they praised the 
lord, because the foundation of the 
house of the lord was laid.”

If students have mastered the 
verses, send home a new set of JBQ 
Verses . Otherwise let them study 
the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ 
reviews.
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CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Yarn, offering container, attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini glue dots
Opening Activity: Gather information and pictures from resources in your community of local needs 

(e.g., food pantries, homeless shelters, foster care facilities). 
Posterboard, markers

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Activity papers (page 1), pencils

Apply and Act
Life Application: On four separate sheets of paper, write: disabled, poor, lonely, bullied. Mount each 

paper on a different wall. 
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies necessary
Home Connection: Prepare to send each student home with a lesson 12 HC devotion . and a copy of 

each unit MV handout . For students who have not received one yet, print the HC calendar (trp) 
 for any of the units. 

Gallon-sized zipper bags (1 per family)

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested lyric videos: “Let Them See You” by JJ Weeks Band,” “Tell the World” by Hillsong Kids
Memory Work: Print the Unit 3 MV Words  from lesson 11 onto colored paper (1 color per team). Cut 

the memory passage into phrases and mix up the slips of paper. Tape one slip of paper under 
each chair. (Note: if needed, you may put more than one slip of paper on each chair, but they must 
be the same color).
Unit 3 MV poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , Memory Farm Animal stickers (trp) , small prizes

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), colored pencils, rulers
Option 1: Markers, stickers, foam stickers, zipper bags from Home Connection 
Option 2: White cardstock (1 sheet per student), paint, paintbrushes, water cups, paper towels, art smocks
Option 3: Set up a ring toss game of your choice (either homemade or store bought).

JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

Unit 3
Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah

Unit Aim
Students will assess the examples 
of Ezra and Nehemiah to learn how 
to work for God.

Unit Bible Verses
Ezra 3:10–11

Scripture Text
Nehemiah 5

Bible Lesson Verse
Nehemiah 5:11

Bible Point
God desires to free and  
help the oppressed.

Life Application
I will help those in need.

November 22
2020

12NEHEMIAH DEFENDS THE POOR
The Poor Cry Out to Nehemiah
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Students create webs using the yarn provided . Discuss the purpose of a spider web . 

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God desires 
to free and help the oppressed. Students glue a popcorn kernel to their attendance 
charts (ap)  .

Opening Activity: How Can We Help?
• Have you ever helped someone do something? How did the person react when 

you helped? How did you feel afterward? 
Present the information about local community needs . Discuss ways students 
could help the people in the community . With pastoral approval, consider making 
a commitment as a class to do something to support one of the local community 
assistance programs . For example, collect cereal or canned goods for a food pantry; 
collect clothing and personal care items for a homeless shelter . Have students make 
a poster advertising the plan . Include a deadline for the donations and a drop off 
location . Mount the poster in a highly visible spot .

Throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry, He constantly helped people. He healed the 
sick, raised the dead, and solved problems. He fed multitudes. He made storms 
stop. He wants us to follow His example by helping others when we can.

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: When you need help at home, who do you turn to? How do 

you ask?

Bible Lesson:  The Poor Cry Out to Nehemiah (Nehemiah 5)
Remind students of the previous lessons about Nehemiah .

• He was a cupbearer. 
• The king gave him permission to go to Jerusalem and help rebuild the walls. 
• He and the Jews faced opposition from Sanballat and Tobiah. 
• They finished the wall in fifty-two days. 

Bible Lesson Verse
“Restore, I pray you, to them, even 
this day, their lands, their vineyards, 
their oliveyards, and their houses, 
also the hundredth part of the 
money, and of the corn, the wine, 
and the oil, that ye exact of them” 
(Nehemiah 5:11).

     Teacher Devotional
Read Nehemiah 5 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
God is concerned about all life . Regardless of status or circumstance, every human life carries His 
image . With God’s Spirit inside of us, God’s character lives freely within us to unleash the joy of fulfilling 
His mission .

To You as a Teacher
When we reach for those in need, we reach for the hand of God . When we engage with those who have 
been burdened and wounded in life, we engage with the heart of God . When we look into the face of a 
broken child of God, we see the face of God . When we do for others, we live with God .

To Your Students
Most students enjoy helping others, but they need to be prompted to do so . Provide opportunities in 
your classroom for students to help (e .g ., pass out papers, collect supplies, wipe tables, distribute 
snack, take out the trash) . God desires for us to help others . Be intentional in sharing with your 
students ways they can help in the church, their homes, neighborhoods, and communities . Create 
opportunities for your class to do service projects together .
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When Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem to help rebuild the wall, he noticed some 
terrible things happening to the people. They were poor and food was scarce, almost to 
the point of starvation. What’s worse, the poor were also being heavily taxed by their 
leaders. Things became so bad that some people sold their children into slavery to get 
money to eat. They were in desperate need of a leader to stand up and help them.

Nehemiah became angry and decided to act. He spoke out against the officials and 
nobles who were charging interest and taking advantage of their own people. “You 
are wrong,” he proclaimed. “You need to walk in the fear of God. Restore the land, 
vineyards, and houses to these people. Pay them interest for the goods they have 
given you.” Nehemiah shook his robe. “If you do not listen to me, God will shake 
you and you will lose everything.” 

When the leaders heard Nehemiah’s plea, they responded in unison by saying, 
“Amen,” and praising the Lord. 

Nehemiah modeled leadership in the fear of God. He refused to tax the people for his 
own provisions. He also shared his supplies with those in need. Nehemiah knew God 
desired to free and help the oppressed. God used Nehemiah to further His kingdom.

Distribute the activity papers (page 1) and pencils . To review the story, students read 
each statement and circle the correct answer .

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will help those in need .

God’s love is unconditional to everyone, regardless of race, social status, or family 
history. God’s Word tells us we are to be an extension of God’s love. One way we can 
do that is to help those in need. 

Form four groups . Assign each group to a word wall (disabled, poor, lonely, or 
bullied) . Each group should elect a leader to share the team’s discussion results . 
Each group has been assigned to a specific word that represents a problem a 
student your age might face. In your groups, discuss how you could help a friend 
who is facing this issue. I challenge you to find three possible solutions to the 
problem and develop a short skit acting out your ideas. Each group’s leader should 
present their results . Provide time for each group to act out their solutions .

Prayer and Call to Action
We need to show God’s love and compassion in everything we do. Many people are 
hurting around us, but they do not always share their hurt with others. They hide it. 
We can ask God to help us be sensitive to the needs of others and to show us how to 
help others. Encourage students to kneel and bow their heads . 

Lead in prayer: God, help us show Your love in everything we do. Let us see with 
Your eyes and minister with Your compassion. When we see hurting and broken 
people, let us do everything possible to help. Help us be proactive and meet their 
needs before they ask. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Home Connection
• Next week is review . Send students home with any unit HC calendars (trp)  

they have not received . Also give each student a copy of each unit MV handout 
 to practice for next week’s review lesson . 

• Give all students the lesson 12 HC devotion , or show parents the URL on the 
back of the activity paper so they can download it themselves .

• If you have not initiated a project in the Opening Activity, consider sending 
home a gallon-sized zipper bag with each family . Encourage them to fill it 
with snacks and personal care items for a person in need . During the week, 
send a reminder to parents to fill the bag and bring it back next week . For the 
conclusion of this project, see Option 2 on page 80 .
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 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Discuss how others see the love of God in our attitudes and actions, which are 
always more important than anything we say . Instruct students to close their eyes 
and listen to the lyrics of “Let Them See You” JJ Weeks Band or “Tell the World” by 
Hillsong Kids . Before playing the music a second time, ask students to bow their 
heads, make a commitment to help those in need, and then raise their hands in 
worship to God .

Memory Work: Ezra 3:10–11
Review Ezra 3:10–11 using the unit 3 MV poster (trp) . It is time to play Memory 
Passage Mix Up. Under each chair is a portion of the memory passage in different 
colors. You must take your paper and find other students with the same color. Then 
put the memory passage words in the correct order. If there are any empty chairs, be 
sure to check under them for any words you might be missing.

After each group completes the task, ask for volunteers to recite the passage from 
memory . Offer a small prize for any student who can correctly recite the passage .
After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 

 to the correct barn on their memory charts .

REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: Who Will Help?

On the activity paper (page 2), students will find the 
question: Who has God called to help the poor and needy 
today? Students will find the answer by plotting dots and 
drawing lines according to the coordinates and directions 
provided . Identify ways your students can give to the poor 
and needy . Say a prayer for the poor and needy in your area 
and around the world . 

Option 1: Blessing Bags
Discuss ways students can help others in their community . This week, as part of the 
Home Connection, you will have the opportunity to make a snack or personal care 
bag for someone in need. Today we are going to decorate the bags you will be using. 
As you work, pray for the person who will receive the bag. Set out markers, stickers, 
and foam stickers for students to use in decorating .

Option 2: Welcome Guests
Think of someone you know who needs encouragement or friendship. How could 
you show that person friendship or encouragement? Distribute cardstock, paint, 
paintbrushes, water cups, paper towels, and art smocks . Paint a picture of things 
that might make the person you thought of happy (e .g ., flowers, ice cream, 
basketball) . When the paintings have dried, distribute them to students . Encourage 
them to give their painting to the person they created it for and pray for them . 

Option 3: JBQ Ring Toss
Students will be given a question to answer . If the student does NOT answer the 
question correctly, they get one ring to toss . If the student DOES answer the question 
correctly, they get three rings to toss . For every ring that makes it around the stake, 
they earn a piece of candy or prize .

Unit 3 Memory Verses 
“And when the builders laid the 
foundation of the temple of the 
lord, they set the priests in their ap-
parel with trumpets, and the Levites 
the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to 
praise the lord, after the ordinance 
of David king of Israel. And they 
sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the lord; 
because he is good, for his mercy 
endureth for ever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a 
great shout, when they praised the 
lord, because the foundation of the 
house of the lord was laid.”

If students have mastered the 
verses, send home a new set of JBQ 
Verses . Otherwise let them study 
the same set of verses again. 

Save the materials for future JBQ 
reviews.
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Unit 1
Lessons from Daniel

Unit 1 Bible Verses
Daniel 2:20–22

Unit 2
Lessons from I and II Timothy

Unit 2 Bible Verses
II Timothy 3:16–17

Unit 3
Lessons from Ezra and Nehemiah

Unit 3 Bible Verses
Ezra 3:10–11

Bible Lesson Verse
Proverbs 21:21

Bible Point
God is so good.

Life Application
I will follow God and share  
His goodness with others.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Provide farm animal snacks of your choice for students to enjoy. 
Milk, napkins, plates, cups, offering container, attendance charts (ap) , popcorn kernels, mini 
glue dots, prizes or certificates

Opening Activity: Gather information and pictures from resources in your community of local needs 
(e.g., food pantries, homeless shelters, foster care facilities). 
Posterboard, markers

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Cut apart the Key Point strips (trp) . Print out the quarter’s review questions (trp) .

Apply and Act
Life Application: Activity papers (page 1), colored pencils, pencils
Prayer and Call to Action: Cover a table with brown butcher paper. Students will need markers.

Suggested song: “You Are Good” by Israel and New Breed
Home Connection: Take pictures of students enjoying class this semester and share them with parents. 

Completed attendance charts (ap)  and memory charts (ap) 

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: From colorful paper, cut 1 triangle-shaped banner for each student. Students will also need 
markers, cardboard tubes or wood dowels, and packing tape.
Suggested lyric videos: “Glorious” by BJ Putnam, “Love Has a Name” by Jesus Culture

Memory Work: Arrange chairs in a circle (one fewer chair than the number of students).
MV posters for units 1, 2, and 3 (trp) , upbeat music of your choice, memory charts (ap) , 
prizes or certificates

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils
Option 1: Gather a pile of small sticks. Each student will also need Leaf cutouts  and a sheet of cardstock 
Option 2: Several empty boxes, donated items, notecards, pencils, markers
Option 3: Supplies from your favorite JBQ activities, JBQ Quizzes , JBQ Verses 

GOD IS SO GOOD
Review November 29

2020
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

As students arrive, welcome them to Celebration Sunday on the farm . Invite them 
to enjoy the farm snacks provided . Encourage them to share good things that have 
happened to them this quarter .

Choose a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: God is so 
good. Students glue a final popcorn kernel to their attendance charts (ap)  . Reward 
students’ attendance with prizes or certificates . Send home the attendance charts .

Opening Activity: Good Things
Play Goodness Four Corners . Point out the numbers in the corners of the room . Play 
music . When the music stops, students race to a corner . Draw a prepared craft stick 
(1–4) . The students in that corner of the room share an example of God’s goodness . 
Play continues as time allows .

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever told anyone about God’s goodness? How did the 

person react?

Bible Lesson:  God Is So Good
Review key points from the quarter with your class . Give each student or group a Key 
Point strip (trp)  . Students/groups will discuss their key point and what it means . 
They will share an example of the key point . 

God wants us to be holy .
God is in control .
God requires humility .
God is the King of kings .
Jesus came to save sinners .
Jesus came to rescue us .
God’s Word is good for us .
God wants us to share His Word .
God inspires us to build His church .
God gives us burdens .
God strengthens us when others oppose us .
God desires to free and help the oppressed .
God is so good .

Using the Review Questions (trp) , review the quarter’s Bible lessons by playing 
Bible Trivia . Form two teams . 

• Ask the first student on team one a review question . If the answer is correct, that 
team receives 100 points . 

• If the answer is incorrect, the question is asked to the first student on the other 
team . 

• Players go to the end of the line after their turn . 
• Choose two questions to be bonus questions worth 500 points each . 

Play continues until all questions have been answered or time runs out . The team 
with the most points is the winner .

Bible Lesson Verse
“He that followeth after 
righteousness and mercy findeth 
life, righteousness, and honour” 
(Proverbs 21:21).
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APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will follow God and share His goodness with others .

• When you have a good day or something good happens to you, who do you tell 
about it? 

We can share God’s goodness with others, just like we tell others about the good 
things that happen to us. What are some good things about God that we can share 
with others?

Distribute activity papers (page 1), pencils, and colored pencils . On the activity 
papers, students design a postcard about God’s goodness . 

• In the first postcard box, students draw an illustration of God’s goodness . 
• In the second postcard box, students write a message to a family member, 

friend, or neighbor about God’s goodness . 

Prayer and Call to Action
Gather students around the table covered in butcher paper . Ask students to write a 
sentence or two thanking God for His goodness and illustrate it . As students work, 
play the song “You Are Good” by Israel and New Breed . 

When all students have finished, read students’ responses to the class . We are 
going to use your responses to praise God for His goodness to us. Again, play “You 
Are Good” as students praise God for His goodness . 

Now think of one person you could tell about God’s goodness. We are going to pray 
that God’s Spirit would empower you to share what you have learned this quarter 
with that person. Lead in prayer .

Home Connection
• There is no calendar or devotion for this review week . Send home the 

attendance charts (ap)  and memory charts (ap)  . 
• Consider getting with teachers from other classes and putting together a 

PowerPoint containing photos of all the fun the children had this quarter . Post it 
on Facebook (with parents’ permission) or show it to your congregation .

• This week, as you decorate for the next quarter, share your photos with parents 
on Facebook . Ask them to share the photos with their children to get them 
excited for next week’s class . Also share the photos with the “Word Aflame 
Primary Curriculum Teachers” Facebook group .

 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Give each student a triangle-shaped paper and markers to create a banner 
celebrating God’s goodness with words or pictures . Provide packing tape for 
students to attach the edges of their banners to cardboard tubes or wood dowels . 

Then students carry their banners and follow you on a march around the room, 
worshiping and singing along with the suggested lyric videos: 

• “Glorious” by BJ Putnam 
• “Love Has a Name” by Jesus Culture
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Memory Work

Unit 1: Daniel 2:20–22
Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for 
wisdom and might are his: And he changeth the times and the seasons: he 
removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and 
knowledge to them that know understanding: He revealeth the deep and secret 
things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him .

Unit 2: II Timothy 3:16–17
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works .

Unit 3: Ezra 3:10–11 
And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, they set 
the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph 
with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of David king of Israel . 
And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; 
because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel . And all the 
people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid .

Review each unit’s memory passage using the unit MV posters (trp) . Play Memory 
Verse Musical Chairs . When the music stops, whoever does not have a chair chooses 
a unit verse and quotes it . Play continues as time allows .

After the memory work is finished, students add a Memory Farm Animal sticker (trp) 
 to the correct barn on their memory charts (ap)  .

Reward students with prizes or certificates to celebrate their memory work 
accomplishments .

REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper: What Can We Say Every Day?

On the activity papers (page 2), students not only decode the puzzle, but they also 
interpret the instructions to answer the question and fill in the blanks . The italicized 
words in the instructions give clues as to how to solve the puzzle . (The first letter of 
each animal is a letter in the answer, and the animals are arranged in order .) 

• If you told someone that God is good and that person asked why, what would 
you say?

• How has God been good to you? 

Option 1: Leaves of Goodness
Set the pile of small sticks on the table . Students will glue the sticks to the cardstock 
to make a tree trunk and branches . On the Leaf template cutouts , students write 
ways they know God is good . Students will glue the leaves onto their trees .

Option 2: Doing Good
To complete the Home Connection idea from lesson 12 (page 75), create boxes for 
families in need . Have students decorate the boxes with statements or illustrations of 
God’s goodness . Students will fill the boxes with the donated items . Students will also 
write a prayer of blessing for the family receiving the box and place it inside the box .

Option 3: JBQ Review
Choose your favorite JBQ activities from throughout the quarter . Help students 
review all sets of the JBQ Verses  they memorized this quarter .

Answer: God is so good.
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